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Attraction

T
Parvar Protected

Area,Northof

Located in-between
Caspian Hyrcanian Mixed
Forestsand Kavir Desert
of Semnan Province,
Parvar Protected Area,
spanning an area of
66000 hectares, is a
reflectionofbothregions.
The region has three
different climates: sylvan,
montaneanddry.Affected
byitsvaried environment
and climate, Parvar
Protected Area can be
deemedasoneoftherich
wildlife habitats.
Enroute the protected
area, you will come
across different natural
attractions from eye-
catching countryside
villagestorivers flowing
alongmountains.
Althoughtheopenseason
isfromlate Septemberto
earlyJanuaryinthearea,
as a recommendation,
itwould beniceto catch
the sceneries by shutter
ratherthan catchingthem
bytrigger.

The area has three
different climate
categories and
consequently  three
different type of
vegetation.

Northern part, close to
Caspian Hyrcanian Mixed
Forests, is covered with
broadleafandnarrowleaf
forests with trees such
asmabple, oak,beechand
hawthorn. Thevegetation
inthe central parts ofthe
protected areaincludes
barberry, galbanum,
sunflower family,
poaceae, and legumes.
Andinthesouthernpart,
next to Kavir Desert,
the vegetation entails
sagebrush and different
typesofmilkvetch.

The wildlife of the
protected areaportrays
a myriad of mammals
with different habitats
fromnorthernwetlandto
dryland of southernpart.
The Parvar wildlifeis a
combination of preyand
predatorslikered deer,
wild goat, wild sheep,
Gazelle,bear, panther;hog
and pig, marten, panther,
cheetah, jackal, foxand
different types of wild
cats.

From ornithology
point of view, Parvar
Protected Areaisanest
for partridge, see-see
partridge, pheasant,and
bustard.

Public Relations: 031-32274754

Central Iran Gems :Ardestan,

Z.avareh

During the Xth century, the city
of Bukharain today’s Uzbekistan
became the capital of the Samanid
Kingdom which included north-
eastern Iran. The Samanids
claimed to descend froma Sassanid
general and they only formally
acknowledged the suzerainty of the
Arab Caliphs of Baghdad over their
kingdom.

Theyrevived the use of Persian (which wasnow
writteninthe Arabicalphabet) attheir courtand
encouraged the developmentof Persian culture.
They were the patrons of Firdowsi, who, by
writing Shahnameh (The Book ofKings),an epic
poemonpre-IslamicPersianheroes,laid thebasis
ofmodern Persianidentity.

The Samanidswerereplaced by the Ghaznavids
and the latter were defeated in 1040 by the
Seljuks. These were a Turkish-speakingtribe
of Central Asia,buttheyadopted Persianasthe
officiallanguage of their empire. Ghaznavid and
Seljukrulers called themselves sultan, a title
meaninghavingstrength /power,whichhadalay,
ratherthanreligious connotation.

In 1071 the Seljuks defeated the Byzantines at
Manzikertand occupied part ofthe Anatolian
tableland wheretheyestablished the Sultanate of
Rum. InPersia, the Seljuk sultansbecame known
asthe GreatSeljuksand they settheir capital at
Isfahan.

Today Ardestan is a small town on the Yazd-
Kashanroadandisnottoo far fromIsfahan.
Duringthe Middle Ages, it was one of the most
flourishingtownsoftheregionandthisisattested
byitslargeJameMosque.Jamemeansboth Friday
andgreat/beautiful. The Qur'anrequestsallmale
Muslims ofatown toattend together the Friday
noon prayer so thelarge mosque where they
gatheriscalled Friday/GreatMosque. The Seljuks
were followersof Sunnilslamand they promoted
the construction of many large mosquesand
schools.

Inscriptionsindicate thatthe Friday Mosquewas
completedby 1158-1160, butitwas mostlikely
initiatedinca 1000, priorto the Seljuk conquest.
[tsexteriorhasanirregularappearance, whereas
the interior is structured around a square
courtyard with fouriwans, giganticnicheswhich
areatypicalfeature of Persianarchitecture since

Sassanid times. The iwans were most likely
redesigned inthe XVIth century,butthey were
notdecorated withtiles,aswas customaryinthat
period,asignthatArdestanhadlostimportance.
Domes had a special significance in ancient
templesand early churchesasthey symbolized
the canopy of heaven, but they were not easy
tobuild. The Romans built the large dome of
the Pantheon making use of pozzolana,avery
effective mortar. The Byzantine dome of Hagia
Sophiawassupported byimposingpillars. Seljuk
architects found asimpler solution to solve the
problem of vaultingalarge space. The square
areaofthePrayerHallisturnedintoan octagonal
onewithfourdeepnichesand eventually sixteen
smallerniches supportthecirculardome. The
walls of the Prayer Hall are notwide and the
niches partly project from them. The dome
structure calls foradmiration considering that
ithas withstood the ravages of time, including
earthquakes. Thesecretofitsrobustnessseems
tobethe herringbone patternits bricks are
arranged intobeneath the stuccodecoration.
(Iwent) to Ardistan, wherestuccoisusedinanew
way, toformakind offiligree overthebrickwork.
ThismosqueisSeljuk,datingfrom 1158,and has
the same purity of form, thoughnotin the same
degree,asthe small dome chamberintheFriday
MosqueatIsfahan.

Thedecoration ofthe mihrabwithitselaborate
stucco carvingsisbelieved to have occurred
inthe XIIIth century when Ardestan and the
whole of Persiawere conquered by the Mongols.
This decoration recalls that of Ulu Cami (Great
Mosque) of Diyarbakirin Eastern Turkey.
Kuficscriptwasfirstdeveloped atKufa,atown of
today’sIraq,and used forwriting Qur'ansinthe
VIIth century. Thebooksreached the countries
conqueredbythe Arabsand theelaborate design
of Kufic script favored its use for decorative
inscriptions. These canbe seeninmost Muslim
countries from Tunisiato Central Asia.
Ardestan-Friday Mosque - Facilities: (left)
“shabestan”; (right) stairsleadingto a qanat
wateroutletandtothe “shabestan”
Ardestanislocated in the proximity of Dasht-e
Kavir,alarge desert.Itsinhabitantshad to face
extreme heat for mostofthe year and lack of
water. The latter was available at mountain
springs and long tunnels (qanats) were
excavated to carryittothe townlimitingits
evaporation. Towers caughtthewindand pushed
theairdownwardsreducingits temperature.

Shabestans,underground hallsbuiltatthe qanat
level, enjoyed the coolingimpactofboththewater
andtheair.

Thedesertbetween Isfahanand Yazd seemed
broader; blacker,and bleaker than any, despite
the warm spring sun. Its only relief was the
ventilation-mounds of the kanats, strung out
like bowler hats in rows of ten and twenty
miles,and enormously magnified by the clear
shimmeringair.Iremember Noel's* tellingme
hehad calculated thatone-third oftheadultmale
population of Persiais perpetually atwork on
these underground water channels. They can
constructanincline offorty or fifty milesthrough
thealmostflatcountrywithoutanyinstruments,
and atnever more thanagiven number of feet
belowtheground.

Zavarehissituated twelve miles from Ardestan
ontheveryedgeofthedesert.[twasalively town
intheXIIth century,buttodayitisalmostavillage.
[thasretained to some extentits originalurban
layoutand itsyellow color which turns pinkish
atsunset. Original urbanlayoutand colorhave
almostentirely disappeared from great cities
suchasIsfahan,Kashan, Yazd,and Shiraz.
Thismosqueisdated 1135anditisthefirstone
tohaveafour-iwanlayout.Itdoes notseem to
havebeen significantly modified asitretains
the original Kuficinscription made up of bricks,
adetail of whichisshownintheimage used as
background forthispage.

Theban onthe depiction oflivingbeingswasa
major limittothedecoration of Muslimbuildings.
Initsmorerigidinterpretation,itwasnotlimited
tohumanbeingsand animals, butitincluded
flowersandtrees. The decoration ofthe mihrab
shownaboveisbased onafloral /plantmotif,but
itisdifficultto exactly say which flower/plantit
depicts. The town of Divrigiin Eastern Turkey
hasseveral examples of decorations ofthe same
period based onactual oridealized flowers/
plants.

Abarquhisanother small town on the edge of
adesert, butitissituated alongthe Shiraz-Yazd
road.Itisknown foragiganticcypressand fora
mausoleumbuiltonahillnearthe town.Isolated
mausoleums (gonbad in Persian and kumbet
in Turkish) are typical of Seljuk architecture.
Kayseri,alarge city in Turkey, is known forits
many decorated kumbets and nearby Nigde for
thatofHudaventHatun. Gonbad-i Aliwasbuiltin
1055bythefamilyrulingthetownand mostlikely
ithadapyramidalroofratherthanadome.

The 3-star Mobarakeh Pardis Hotel islocated in
Mobarakeh town. Mobarekehis 60 kilometers away
from Isfahan and it will take you about 50 minutes
to getthere. This 3-star hotelin Isfahanisnearone
ofthenatural touristattractions of sfahan and Fars
province, Behesht-e Gomshodeh (Lost Paradise).
Ontheotherhand, itis close to popular Zayanderood
River andrice fields. Moreover, there are several
historical attractions nearby thatyou canvisit.
Attractions Nearby

Duetoitslocation, Mobarakeh Pardis Hotelis suitable
forthosewholike to spendacouple of days peacefully
and away from any disturbing noises. The hotel is
in close vicinity of some Qajar Dynasty historical
buildings. Masjed Ajori and Kabotarkhaneh Tower
are some of them. Also, you can enjoy the beautiful
nature of Mobarakeh.

Mobarakeh Pardis Hotel Features

Mobarakeh Pardis Hotel has 17 roomsonthreefloors.
You can choose between twin, double, triple, and
quadrooms. The hotel hasaparkinglotand there
are facilities for disabled guests as well. Also, you
willnever getbored atthishotel! There are agame
netandbilliard hallwhere you can spend your spare
timethere. Don't miss tastingthelocal foodsin Pardis
Restaurantortreatingyourselftoadrinkorsnackat
the hotel coffee shop. Itisworth to mention that the
hoteliskid-friendlytoo.So, the childrenundertheage
ofthree canstayatthehotel for free.

Room Amenities

Asa3-star Hotel, Mobarakeh Pardis Hotel has a
handful offacilities to offer toits guests. You will find
anindoorfridge (with free water), furniture, drawers,
wardrobe, and closetin your room. Also, therearea
TV setand phone for your convenience. Allrooms
have a private room with a shower, free toiletries,
and western toilet. Other amenities ofrooms are
air-conditioning, heating,and slippers. Don’t forget
toshareyourtravel moments with your friendsand
families viahigh-speed Wi-Fi.

NATURE

Kolah Ghazi National

Kolah Ghazi National Parkis a protected area
dedicated to wildlife conservation. With the
areaof47,142 hectares, therefugeislocated
in southeastern Isfahan along the road to
Shahreza.

The areaisahunting prohibited region asit
homes to rare mammals, birds and special
vegetation. Sparrow and eagles, deer, rabbit,
fox, goats and snake are among the animals
inhabiting there. The special vegetation of
Kolah Ghazialsoincludesvarieties of medicinal
plantslike jujube, hedysarum and milk vetch.
Wildlife species,both floraand faunainthearea
are the main factors of attracting researchers
and studentsinterested in nature fields.
Usually climbing the mountain is possible
from Lashotor neck 30 kilometers away from
Esfahanalongthe shahreza-Esfahnroad. This
mountain hasnumerous peaksand valleys and
itsappellationis due to the shape ofits summit
thatislike atraditional hat ofjudges. Kolah
Ghaziused tobe the favorite hunting ground
for Iranian kings of Safavid and Qajar eras.
Howeveritstillremainsasaheaven for nature
loverswho are interested in climbing.




President Urges Efforts to concerns aboutthe supply offood pI:Odl‘lCtS. in supplyi‘ng forage,
While farmers ensure food security in Iran, the corn,and inputfor
Ensure Iran’s Food Security administration is responsible to ensure their the cattleindustry,
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani securityaswell, Rouhanisaid,addingthatafarmer and imports a
stressed the need for plans to ensure the withconcernsaboutproducingandsellingfarm large amount of
country’s food security and agricultural productscouldnotnaturallycreatesecurity forthe such products
self-sufficiency. society.He then highlighted the need for plansto each year, the
In ameeting with Agriculture Ministry officialsand settle the problemsthatfarmersare grapplingwith, presidentnoted.
staffon Monday, Rouhani emphasized the necessity including drought, pests, extreme weatherandlack “We must
for makingthe country self-sufficientin agricultural ofwater. stand on our own
and cattle products.Praising farmers forbearingthe While many people believe thatIranhasproblems feet in  supplying
burden of food security in Iran, the presidentsaid indevelopingadvanced technologiesand high- food stuff and satisfy
security would be meaninglessifthere were public techindustries, the country has actually difficulty demands through Iranian farms,”

our
he added.

NEWS

CBI governor:
Lopping four zeros offrial to
take about 2 years

Governor of the Central Bank of Iran (CBI)
Abdolnaser Hemmatisaid on Mon. thatremov-
ingfourzeros offnational currency ‘rial’ will take
abouttwoyears.

The proposed bill forlopping four zeros offrial
requires approval of both the governmentand
the Parliament, he said, adding, “economic ex-
perts estimate thatlaunching this task will take
abouttwoyearsto complete.”

This move will be taken in tandem with other
basicmeasures taken by the Central BankofIran
(CBI) forreforming banking system and apply-
ingmodern tools of monetary policiesas well as
new methods of efficient supervision on activi-
tiesand performance of the bank.
Afterlegalization, newbanknotes will gradually
replace previously worn-outones, he noted.
Reforming foreign exchange rate parity through
lopping four zeros off national currency will
enhancereputationand prestige of the national
currency in the international arena, he said,
adding, “such monetary modificationisamove
thatislaunched in many other countriesand is
anoutset for serious economicreformsin the
country.”

CBIGovernor Hemmatiexpressed hishope that
the billwould be approved both by government
and the Parliamentsoon.

Iran saysits ready to
purchase aircraft from
Japan

Iranian official with the Aviation Companies
Association has spokenregarding the Islamic
Republicpurchasing planes from Japan.
Previous rumors said Iran was in talks with
Japantotradeits oil for Japaneseaircraft.

In particular, Mitsubishi Aircraft - the aviation
arm of Mitsubishi Heavy Industries - began
marketsurveysinlranin September 2015,
four monthsbefore sanctions werelifted on the
Islamic Republic,according toJapan’s Nikkei
newspaper.

Mitsubishi had negotiated a potential sale forup
to 105 ofits MR] regional jets.

“Thisnews has noreliable source, it seems
thisis baseless, since neither Mitsubishi has

Afghanistan’s Ambassador to Iran Nasir Ahmad

Nourhighlighted the primerole of Iran’s portcity of

Chabaharin promotingregional interaction.

Iran’s South Pars to

The Ambassador made the
remarksinan exclusive interview
with IRNA where, commenting
on the impact of US anti-Iran
sanctions on the relations
between Iran and Afghanistan
like those related to Chabahar,
he pointed out that Chabahar
projecthasbeen exempted from
USsanctions.

He said Chabahar will play an
outstandingrole in enhancing
regional interactionsin future as
regional countriesare determined
toturnitintoanimportanthub.
Noting that the agreement to
develop theportasajointproject
was signed by Iran’s President
Hassan Rouhaniand his Afghan
counterpart President Ashraf
Ghaniaswellas the Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi May 21,
2016, hesaid over 100,000 tons
of wheathave been transported
from India to Afghanistan via
Chabahar.

Underlining the importance of
Chabahar port for his country,
Nour said that both Afghan
governmentand its private sector
areinterested in activating the
port.

Many regional countries
especially in the Central Asia
arelooking forward to getting a
similar opportunity with the port,
hereiterated.

The agreement is certainly a
pointof main interest for Iran,
hesaid, addingthatIndiaalsoas
an economicsuperpowerinthe

Phases 22,23 and 24 ofthe South Pars gas
field, the second gigantic offshore platform

Afghan envoy highlights Chabaharrole
inregional interaction

regionand the worldisinvesting
hope on Chabahar.

He called on Iran to pay more
attention to Chabahar to makeit
into an export-importport.
Referring to the long history of
US hostility towards Iran, Nour
commented on any probable
impactofsuch policies on Iran-
Afghanistanrelations, stressing
thatUS presence and its strategic
ties Afghanistan hashad no effect
in Tehran-Kabul relations.
Terming Iran as atop exporter
to Afghanistan, he urged Iranian
governmentand the private sector
tomaintainand enhancerelations
with his country to supply high-
quality goods.

According to IRNA, some
120,000 tons of commodities
were transited to Afghanistan
from southeastern Iranian Port
of Chabahar over the past 14
months.Deputy head of Portsand
Maritime Organization of Iran,
Mohammad-Ali Hassanzadeh
said thatthe shipmentstothe Port
of Chabahar, mostly wheatand
cereal,areloadedinfourIndian
ports.

Referring to ameeting on ways to
implement Chabahar Agreement,
he said that determining the

transportation corridors and
agreeingon executive protocols
on port, road and customs
areas were among the main
achievements of the trilateral
meeting of Iran, India and
Afghanistan.

ItisrareinIran and the entire
region that a port can render
both transitand transshipment
services at the same time,
Hassanzadeh said, adding that
having the shortest distance
with Asia-Europe shippingline
and bordering with Afghanistan,
Chabahar Port enjoys an
exemplary position enabling
it to render both transit and
transshipmentservices.

Based on statistics, India
trades nearly 15 million tons of
commodities with Russia and
commonwealth ofindependent
states (CIS), part of which is
expected to be transited via the
Portof Chabahar, the official said.
With the completion of the first
phase of development plan of
Chabahar Port, the capacity of
this port grew from 2.5 to 8.5
million tons a year so that it
playsasignificantrole in transit
of commodities from India to
Afghanistan.

cubic feet of gas every day after coming
onstream next month, headded.In April

ISFAHAN
NEWS

What's News

Modest
Risein New

Cooperatives
Atotal of 2,670 new
cooperatives were
registered duringthe
firstnine months of
the current Iranian
year (March 21-Dec.
22),whichshowsa
1.15%increase com-
pared with the cor-
respondingperiod of
lastyear.

Closeto 693.6billion
rials ($6.54 million)
worthofinvestments
were madein these
cooperatives during
theperiod.

These newly-found-
ed cooperativeshave
around 50,425 mem-
bers and have cre-
atedjobsfor44,753
peopletoregistera
42.5%declineanda
3%riserespectively
year-on-year, Fars
News Agency re-
ported citinglatest
datareleased by the
Ministry of Coopera-
tives, Laborand So-
cial Welfare.
Khorasan Razavi
with 251 units
topped the list of
provinces in which
thelargestnumber
of cooperatives was
registered over the
one-month period,
asQomwasplacedat
thebottom ofthelist
with 22 registered
cooperatives, ac-
cordingto Financial
Tribune.
Thebiggestshare of
these new entities
was engaged inthe
fields of services
(848), agriculture

progressed in plane production phase norhave
Iranian companies entered into this field yet,”
Maghsoud Asadi Samani told Trend.
Meanwhile, Samani said Iran has ready to
negotiate with any company regarding the
purchase of planes.

“ButMitsubishiis still on the production stage.
IfJapanisready to distributeits aircraft, Iranis
ready talkitover,” he said.

NO 127

Get New Platform Next
Month

Alocal contractor developing three phases
ofIran’s South Pars gas field said the con-
struction ofanew platform hasbeen com-
pleted and the mega-structure will begin
extracting offshore gas within the next
fewweeks.According to the contractor of
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ofthe three phaseshasbeen manufactured
andisready for shipping. The homegrown
platform, weighing 2,300 tons, will be
heldin place and start pumping gas to the
onshorerefineriesin the Iranian month of
Bahman (January 21-February 19).The
offshore platform, which has been fully
designed and manufactured by the local
experts, isexpected to produce 500 million

2017,Iranian President Hassan Rouhani (833)andindustries
inaugurated phases 17,18,19,20and 21 (432).

ofthe South Pars gas field, whose develop- Outofthe total num-
menthasbeen divided into 28 phases.The ber of such units es-

tablished over the
period, 428 were
women’s coopera-
tives and 12 were
knowledge-based.

A cooperative is a
jointly-owned en-
terprise engaging
inthe productionor
distribution ofgoods
or the supply of ser-
vices, operated by its
members for their
mutual benefit, typi-

energy-richzoneislocated inthe Persian
Gulfstraddling the maritime border be-
tween Iran and Qatar, covering an area of
9,700 square kilometers, of which 3,700
squarekilometersbelongs to Iran.

Iran Hosts 3.2 Million Foreign
Touristsin 9 Months to Dec. 2018

About5.2milliontouriststraveled reasons for the growth in the
to Iran during the first eight numberofforeigntravelers,” Ali cally organized by
months of the current Iranian AsgharMounesanwasalsoquoted consumers or farm-
year (March 21-Nov. 21) to assayingbytheorganization’s ers.

registera57% growthcompared website earlier this week.The

with lastyear’s corresponding official noted thatthe numberis =
period, the head of Iran’s alreadyhigherthanlastyear’s
Cultural Heritage, Handcrafts 5.1 million.A majority of foreign
and Tourism Organization travelers visiting Iran during
said.“Thedevelopmentoftourism the eight-month period were
infrastructure, considerable from neighboring countries,
investmentsinthetourismsector, namely Iraq, Turkey, Russia,
issuance of electronicvisaand Turkmenistan, Azerbaijanand
visawaiver for target countries Armenia, Financial Tribune
could be considered the main reported.
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Pakistan
standing by
Iranians
brothersin
securing Indian
Ocean

Pakistan’s Peace
and Friendship fleet
dockedinthe southern
Iranian port city of
Bandar Abbas and its
commanderalong with
hisaccompanying crew
metwith the governor
of Hormozgan.

The governor
of Hormozgan,
Fereydoon Hemmati
said in the meeting,
“Interactions  and
exchanging ofthoughts
and experiences
between Iranian and
Pakistani navies will
bring good results and
achievements forboth
countries”.

He added, “By
cooperation with each
other, the Muslim
countries oftheregion
will be able to provide
the security of the
region without the
need for transregional
forces”.

Mentioning to the
presence of the foreign
forces in the region,
Fereydoon Hemmati
stated, “The presence
ofsuch forcesisaimed
at creating divisions
among regional
countries which we
must annihilate the
ominous plotthrough
more interactions and
cooperation”.
Pakistan’s Peace
and Friendship fleet
commander Admiral
Mohammad Salem,
for his part, said,
“The Pakistani Navy
provided anideaforthe
security of the Indian
Ocean”.

“We hope the naval
forces of Iran will
cooperate with the
navy of Pakistan to
implementthe plan,”he
added.

Admiral Salem stated
that the people of
Pakistan considerIran
their second homeland
and theyrespectIran
a lot.The Pakistan’s
Peace and Friendship
fleet,comprised of PNS
Khaibar, PMSS Zhob,
PNSMadadgarand PNS
Rah Naward, docked
inthe 1stzone of Naval
Force of the Iranian
Army on Sunday for a
friendly four-day visit
to further improve
military relations and
good neighborliness
between the two
countries.

US Negotiatorsin
Beijing for Trade War

Talks

USnegotiators on Monday headed into
talks with Chinese counterparts as the two
countries seekadeal toend atrade war that
hasraised fears of global economic turmoil.
The visiting delegation, led by Deputy US
Trade Representative Jeffrey Gerrish, left
its hotel in Beijing without speaking to
reporters, AFP reported.US President

Donald Trump raised hopeslastweek that
anagreement could be found to end the
months-long dispute, during which the
world's top two economies have imposed
importduties on more than 300$ billion of
each other'sgoods.

"I think we will make a deal with China,"
Trump said on Friday.

"We have amassive trade negotiation going
onwith China. PresidentXi (Jinping) is very
muchinvolved,soamI. We'redealingatthe
highestlevelsand we're doingvery well."
Trump on Sunday headed to the US

presidential retreatat Camp David, where
he said he would discuss a trade deal with
Chinawithsenioraides,amongotherissues.
The Americandelegationin Beijingincludes
officials from the Treasury, Commerce,
Agriculture and Energy departments.

The talks come amonth after TrumpandXi In
agreed to suspend a planned tariffhike for
three months to give negotiators space to
reachanagreementand end adispute that
hasroiled world markets.
The ratcheting dispute has pummeled
confidence in China, sending the stock

Trump offers steel instead of concrete for

border wall as compromise with Democrats

President Donald Trump says he willnotbend in his

demand for awallalong the US border with Mexico but

notes thatsteel could be used instead of concrete to build

thebarrierasapotential compromise with Democrats who

arerefusingto fundit.

Trump made the remarks on
Sundayatthestartofthethird week
ofapartial governmentshutdown
that has forced nearly 800,000
federal employeesto either work
withoutpayorgoonunpaidleave.
“Thisisaveryimportantbattle to
win from the standpoint of safety,
number one, (and) defining our
countryand whoweare,” Trump
toldreportersatthe White House.
“Thebarrier, or the wall, can be of
steelinstead of concrete, if that
helpspeople.ltmaybebetter;” he
said.

Mick Mulvaney, Trump’s acting
chiefofstaff,said the optionwould
allow Democrats to continue
refusingto fund thewall.
“Thatshould helpus moveinthe
right direction,” Mulvaney told
NBC’s“MeetthePress.”

Ledby Vice President Mike Pence,
the second round of talks with

congressional aides on Sunday
ended withoutany positiveresults
likethefirstroundheld onSaturday.
Trump tweeted Sunday thatthe
group discussed details of “border
security,’ describingthe meetingas
“productive.”

V.P.Mike Pence and group had a
productive meeting with the
Schumer/Pelosirepresentatives
today. Many details of Border
Security were discussed. We are
nowplanningaSteel Barrierrather
than concrete.Itisboth stronger &
less obtrusive. Good solution, and
madeintheUS.A.

— Donald J. Trump (@
realDonaldTrump) January6,2019
US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi,
who has called a border wall
immoral,said afterthe negotiations
thatshe felt Trump would like to
“abolish Congress.”
“Theimpressionyougetfromthe

presidentishewouldliketonotonly
close government, build awall, but
alsoabolish Congress, so the only
voice thatmattered was his own,”
Pelosisaidinaninterviewwith “CBS
SundayMorning”hostJane Pauley.
Trumphasearliersaid thathe was
willing to keep the government
closed forayear or more unless
Democratsagreetofund hisborder
wall. The presidenthas asked for
$5.6billion for the controversial
wall, which he insists would
stopillegalimmigrantsand drug
traffickers from crossing the US
border.

Democrats, however, say they
won’tgo higher thanthe current
$1.3 billion level funding that
the Department of Homeland

Securityreceives for fencingand
barrier repairs plus $300 million
for cameras and other related
technologies.

Trump’s issue of border wall
‘beyondreality’
Trump’sissueofaborderwallis
“beyond anyreality,” says David
William Pear, apolitical, economic
andhistorical columnist.
“Heisactingasifthe USisunderan
invasion from South Americaand
hekeepstalkingaboutsafetyandso
forth,” Peartold Press TV on Sunday.
However; hesaid, “Thiswholeissue
hasbeenbuiltup way way beyond
anyreality. Infacttherealityisthat
more undocumented immigrants
are heading south and heading
north.”

markets
tumbling
while  the
Yuan  has
fallen against
thedollar.
addition
to the bruising
trade war, China
isalso grappling with a
slowing domestic economy, with growth
slowingto 6.5 percentinthe third quarter,as
abattleagainstdebthasrampedup.

Syria May Join Arab
League Again Soon:
Tunisian Official

Tunisian Presidential Advisor Lazhar
Al-Qorawi Al-Chabi said that the
Arab League is currently studying
the possibility of restoring Syria’s
membership in the organization.

“There are some positive signs with

regard torestoring Syria’s membership
inthe Arab League especially after the
latest move by some Arab countries to
re-opentheir embassiesin Syria,” he
said,accordingto National News Agency.
Al-Chabi’sremarks cameuponhisarrival
atBeirut’sairportinan official visit to
Lebanonto deliver to President Michel
Aountheinvitation to the Arab summit
whichwill take place in Marchin Tunisia.

Al-Chabisaid thatthisistherighttime
for Syriatobebackto the Arab League.
“Syria cannotremain outside the Arab
League anymore. This is its normal
place,” hesaid.

If Syria succeedsinjoining the Arab
League again, the country will then be
invited to the Arab economic summit
that will take place in Beirutlater this
month.

‘Iran’s negotiations

with US’, Trump’s
unattainable dream: FM
Spox

Foreign Ministry spokesman haslashed
outatPresident of the United States
Donald Trump for making claims
that Tehran was willing to negotiate,
saying “he simply makes impossible,
unrealistic,and unattainable wishesin
hisspeeches.”

In a statement earlier on Monday,
Iran’s Foreign Ministry Spokesman
Bahram Ghasemisaid “as has always
been the case, president of the United
States has not learnt a lesson from

the developments during the recent
decadesand has neglected the wrong
policies of his predecessors towards
ourregion and the Islamic Republic;
he hasonceagain madeirrational and
hate speeches towards the people of
Iran, whichrepeats the same greedy
and ambitious dreams of medieval and
extinctpowers.”

He added “US’ fantasy and hostile
measures haveled nowhere, in spite of
all their vengeful efforts towards the
Iranian people,and will certainly notin
the future.”

“Trump simply makes impossible,
unrealistic,and unattainable wishes,
which donotmatchreality in any way,”
Ghaseminoted,adding “heiswell aware

ofthe fact thatthe Islamic Republic of
Iranisusedto US sanctions; we've had
them fordecades.”

Ghasemi stressed “Iranian nation will
neveryield tothe cruel pressuresofthe
United States; they will never bend to
those who are talking with the language
of sanctions and build walls instead
ofbridges.”Through their honarable,
though full of ups and downs history,
Iranian nation havelearnthowtoresist
againstthe oppressors,headded.
Trump claimed on Sunday that the
sanctions on Iran are affecting its
economy, since US withdrawal from
nuclear deal. “They (Iranians) are not
inagood situation. They want talks,”
hesaid.

NEWS

Int'lseminaron West Asiasecurity,
defensekicks offin'Tehran

International seminar of “Peace, Stability and
Sustainable Security in Light of Defense
Cooperation”kicked offin Tehran on Monday.
Secretary of [ran’s Supreme National Security
Council (SNSC) AliShamkhanideliverstheinaugural
speech.

Duringthe day-long event, political, defense and
security officials from Asianand European countries
aresetto expresstheirviewpointsaboutregional
security, terrorism, extremism and the adverse
consequencesofforeigninterferenceintheinternal
affairsof countriesintheregion.
Thediscussionsisbeingheld in specialist panels
focusingonways to manage regional crises withan
emphasisonthenecessitytoputanendtothe USand
[sraeliregime’sinterferenceintheregion, prevent
armssalesamongregional countries, theemergence
ofanewgenerationofviolentdictatorsintheregion
anditsadverseeffectsontalksaimedtorestorepeace
totheregion.

The participants will also exchange views about
ways to fight extremist groups and their allies,
security threats emanating from the spread of
extremistand Takfiriideologiesin theregionand
acrosstheworld,and therole ofdiplomacyinsettling
regionalwoes.

The international seminar is being held in
cooperationwith Iran’s Supreme National Defense
University and the Defense Diplomacy Strategic
Studies Center (RAAD),accordingtoPress TV.

Iran’s Intelligence Busts Network
of Currency Fraud, Money

Laundering

TheIranian Intelligence Ministry apprehended
membersofanetworkthathasbeenearninghuge
profits by smuggling foreign currency, taxevasion
and moneylaundering.

The Intelligence Ministry forces in the province
of Qazvinarrested 12 members of the network
on charges of disrupting the country’s currency
market, smuggling currency through illegal
trades, taxevasionand moneylaundering.

The network has been doing fraudulent
activities in the provinces of Qazvin, Tehranand
Mazandaran. Its ringleader was also detained
before fleeingthe country.

Thenetworkhad aturnover of some 20 trillion
rials overthe pastfour yearsand earned a sum of
450$ millionintrade.

Inanotheroperation, the Intelligence Ministry
forces captured 13 individuals in the province
of East Azarbaijan for disrupting the country’s
currency market. A number of them were
arrested before crossing the border with fake ID
cards.The networkreceived subsidized foreign
currency with business certificates of sham
companies.

InDecember, the Intelligence Ministry arrested
members of another major network that had
swindled the country’s banks out of millions of
euros by infiltratinginto the banking system.

____report |
US Sent Messages to Negotiate with Iran on Afghanistan, Shamkhani Says

he described asafriend and brother.The

Secretary ofIran’s Supreme National Security
Council (SNSC) Ali Shamkhani highlighted
the USfailuresinregional countries, including
Afghanistanand Syria,and said Washington
sentmessages to himasking fornegotiations
about the Afghan crisis.Addressing a
gatheringon “defense and security in West
Asia” on Monday, Shamkhanisaid the USdid
notplayany positiveroleinthe collapse ofthe
Daesh (ISILor ISIS) terroristgroupin Syria.

“The United States failed in its strategy in
Syriaand faces a contradictionin the East
Euphratesregion, and this situation dictates

nothing butthe departure of the US,” he
stressed.“Today, the Americansare talking
aboutleaving Afghanistan,” Shamkhanisaid,
addingthattheyhavenotfulfilled any of their
obligationsto ensuresecurity in Afghanistan.
He furtherrejected US officials’ claims that
Tehran has called for talks with Washington
and said, “The Americans have asked me
twice fornegotiations.”

Inameeting with the Afghan presidentin
Kabulinlate December, Shamkhanisaid Iran
ispreparedto promote defense, military and
security cooperationwith Afghanistan, which

withdrawal of US forces providesa golden
opportunity for Afghanistanto strengthenits
defenseand military capabilities by relying
onitsown potential, the Iranian official said,
addingthatthe USpresenceintheregionhas
resulted innothingbutwarsand insecurity.

Stressing the need forjointeffortsto ensure
security of the Iran-Afghanistan common
borderand fightagainstdrugtraffickersand
terrorists, Shamkhanisaid, “Inan organized
move, the enemies of regional security and
calm seek to make the common border

insecure
in order to transfer the
defeated elements of Daesh to Afghanistan
and supportthe spread of Takfiri terrorismin
thatcountry,sothatthey could once again fan
the flames of war, bloodshed and insecurity
intheregion.”




Daesh Gaining Foothold in Afghanistan, Iran’s EX-
Defense Minister Warns

Former Iranian defense minister General Ahmad Vahidi warned of Washington’s continued
moves to create tensions and crisisin the region and said the Daesh (ISIS or ISIL) terrorist
groupis gettingafoothold in Afghanistan. Addressing a gathering on “defense and security
in West Asia” on Monday, General Vahidi, whois also the president of the Supreme National
Defense University of Iran, said although the situationin the region hasimproved, evil deeds
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Virtual training of Persian language

NEWS

No Beirut Summit
without Syria:
Lebanese MP

A Lebanese lawmaker
said there will be “no
summitin Beirutwithout
Syria” stressing that the
two countries need each
other“(Lebanese officials)
should take the initiative
toreconcile with Syriaand
invite it to the summit,”
Amal Movement MP
Ali Khreis said during a
memorial ceremonyin Tyre
on Sunday, the Daily Star
reported.He wasreferring
to the Arab Economic
and Social Development
Summittobeheldin Beirut
on Jan. 19-20.“Lebanon
needs Syria more than
Syrianeeds Lebanon,” the
MPadded.Accordingtoa
report, Lebanese Foreign
Minister Gebran Bassil
has contacted several
Arab countries to discuss
inviting Syrian President
Bashar Assadtoattend the
upcomingmeeting.

made possible

The head of Saadi Foundation hasannounced

CBI governor:
Lopping four zeros off rial to take about
2 years

launchinga small studio rightin the building

ofthe foundation equipped with the modern

technologies for online training of Persian

languagein orderto speed up the educationand

expanding Persianlanguage.

p
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"A small studio has beeninaugurated in Saadi
foundation to provide various programs to
help thelearning process of Persianlanguage,"”
Gholam-Ali Haddad-Adel said. "Persianis one of
thelanguagesthathasbeentaughtin more than
80 countries, thislanguage cannot be taught
withouttaking advantage of new technologies
and distance education,” Reza-Morad Sahraee, the
training and research deputy of Sadi Foundation
said.

"The firstvirtual training will be carried outfora
Persian schoolin Australia. Educational resources
of Saadi Foundation will be put on the school

website, so thereisnoneed for students to come
toIran," henoted.

"Launchingthis studioisapartofvirtual training
project of Saadi Foundation that includes
simultaneous and asynchronousvirtual training,
and electronic contentproduction,” Ehsan Tufani-
nezhad, the director of virtual training of Sadi
foundation said.

"The main activity in the studio is making
educational videos for asynchronous training,
however, we have tried to provide amulti-purpose
center, so that we canrecord audios and hold
simultaneousvirtual classesaswell," headded.

HRW Urges Thailand Not to Return Saudi Asylum-Seeker

Human Rights Watch (HRW) urged Thai
authorities on Monday to halt plans to deport

an -18year-old Saudi woman who says sheis

fleeingabuse from her family and fears they will

killherifsheisreturned home.

RahafMohammed al-Qunun said she fled Kuwait
while her family was visiting the Persian Gulf
countryand had planned to travel on from Thailand
to Australia to seek asylum. She said she was
detained afterleaving her planein Bangkokand told
shewould be sentback to Kuwait.She was scheduled
tobe sentback on Kuwait Airways flight 412 leaving
at11:15a.m.localtime (0415 GMT).“My brothers
and family and the Saudi embassy will be waiting
for me in Kuwait,” Qunun told Reuters by textand
voice message from a Bangkok transithotellate on
Sunday.

“They will kill me,” she said. “My life isin danger.
My family threatens to kill me for the most trivial
things.”Thai immigration authorities denied
Qunun’s allegations they were actingatthe behest
ofthe Saudi government, saying she was refused
entry to Thailand on Saturday nightbecause she did
nothave the properdocumentsforavisaonarrival.A
representative from the Saudi embassyin Thailand
said there wasno one available to comment.

New York-based Human Rights Watch said Thailand
should notsend Qunun backto her family because
sheisanadultwho faces danger.“Thai authorities
should immediately haltany deportation, and
eitherallowherto continue her travel to Australiaor
permithertoremainin Thailand to seek protection
asarefugee,” Michael Page, deputy Middle East
directorat Human Rights Watch, said ina statement
on Monday.

Qununsaid shehad obtained an Australian visaand
booked aflight.

havenotcome toan end.He further pointed to the US defeatsin regional countries and said,
“We should worryaboutmore crises created by the USin the region.
afootholdin Afghanistan and Central Asia, and the sound of war drumsis still heard from the
United Arab Emiratesand Saudi Arabiain the region,” the former defense ministeradded.

”

Today, Daeshis gaining

Collide between Milky Way, Nearby Galaxy
to Send Solar System 'Flying into Space'

Earth's End of Days could be the result of the
solarsystembeingblasted intointerstellar space

afteranewly-predicted collision withanearby

dwarfgalaxy.

Anearby galaxy will slam into the Milky Way galaxy
and send the solar system, where Earthresides,
hurtlinginto space,ajournal article in the Royal
Astronomical Society reported.

Theimpactthatthe Large Magellanic Cloud (LMC),
adwarfgalaxy, could also wake up the Milky Way's
dormantblackhole, known as Sagittarius A*, the
outletreported, citing the study. The hole would
thendevour surrounding gas, getten times bigger
and disperse high-energy radiation, thereport

Butthese "cosmic fireworks" are unlikely to affect
life on Earth, unlessit'salready been hurled into
space,accordingtothereport.

The event could happeninabouttwo billionyears,
accordingto astrophysicists at Durham University,
who are working with the University of Helsinkiin
Finland, Forbesreported.

"While two billion years is an extremely long
time compared to a human lifetime, itisavery
short time on cosmic timescales," said lead
author Dr. Marius Cautun, a postdoctoral fellowin
Durham University’s Institute for Computational
Cosmology,accordingto Forbes.

"The destruction ofthe LMC, asitis devoured by
the Milky Way, will wreak havoc with our galaxy,
wakingup theblackhole thatlivesatits centerand
turning our galaxy into an ‘active galacticnucleus’

said.

orquasar.”

Saudi-Based Opposition Group Says Has No
Power to Stop Reconciliation with Syria

Syria’s chief opposition negotiator
said he was surprised by countries
rebuilding ties with the Syrian
governmentandurgedthemtoreverse
theirdecision.

“We do not have the power to stop
thisreconciliation,” Nasr Hariri told
reportersinthe Saudi Arabian capital
Riyadh, where heisbased, Reuters
reported.

“We still hope there isa possibility

for (these countries) to revisit their
decisionsandrealize thattherealand
solid relation should be with their
brothers ofthe Syrian people” and not
with the Damascus government, he
said.Kuwaitsaidlastweekitexpected
more Arab countries to reopen
embassiesin Damascusin “coming
days”,althoughthe movewouldneeda
greenlightfromthe Arab League.

Arabstates, including some thatonce

backed militants against President
Bashar Assad, are seekingtoreconcile
with him after decisive gains by
his forces in the war and defeat of
terrorisminthe Arab country.

The United Arab Emiratesre-opened
itsembassy in Damascuslast month
and Bahrain said its embassy there,
and the Syrian diplomatic missionin
Manama, had been operating “without
interruption”.

Next Round of Yemen Talks Could Be in Amman: Houthi Leader

A second round of negotiations
between Yemen’s Houthi Ansarullah
movementand forcesloyal to fugitive
former president Abd Rabbuh
Mansur Hadi could be hosted "soon"
inthe Jordanian capital of Amman, a
senior Houthi official said.

Talks on Yemen's failed economy
"could take place soonin Amman

or by video conference, which I
discussed with the UN envoy," The
chairman of Yemen's Supreme
Revolutionary Committee,
Mohammed Ali al-Houthi, told AFP
aftermeetingthe UN envoyin Sana’a
onSunday.

One month after hard-won peace
talks onthe Saudi-led war on Yemen,

the United Nations faces an uphill
battle as it pushes to ensure the
warringparties make good onashaky
truce deal.UN envoy Martin Griffiths,
whobrokered the breakthroughlast
monthinSweden, returned to Yemen
Saturday with a plan to expedite
measures agreed between the ex-
governmentand Houthis.
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