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enigmatic destination
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T
Nomad Tribes of

Thereareaboutoneand
ahalfmillionnomadsin
modernIran, extending
from the border of
Turkistan to the warm
waters of the Persian
Gulf.Mostofthesetribes,
the Kurds, the Lurs, the
Bakhtiari, the Guilaks
(onthe Caspian coast),
the Baluchis, are the
originalinvaders who,
inthe first millennium
BC, swept down from
Central Asiaand settled
invarious parts of the
Iranian Plateau. Most
ofthetribes of central
Iran are from pure
Aryan stock. While
othertribessuchasthe
ArabsofKhuzestanand
Khorassan, the Turkish
tribes of Quchan, the
Quashqai tribes, the
Shahsevan and Afshar
Tribes of Azarbaijan
and the Turkamansare
remnants of races that
have passed through
Iranatvarious periods
ofhistory.
Traditionally, There has
always existed a close
link in Iran between
the ruling dynasty
and the domination
of one particulartribe
or ethnicgroup.Inthe
20th century. Some
governments have in
vainattemptedto carry
outnationalintegration,
or Persianization, of
this heterogeneous
population (particularly
duringthereign ofReza
Shah).Inthehopethat
tribal and cultural
distinctions  would
disappear with the
economicand political
development of the
country.

There are many
divisions and sub-
divisions for each of
the main tribes and
tens of smaller tribes.
With the expansion of
education and better
communications the
young generation of
Iraniantribeshasmade
greatprogresssupplying
very intelligent
engineers, medical
men. Administrators.
Scientists and even
womendoctorstoserve
the country.

Today there re over a
hundred differenttribe,
eachwithitsowndialect,
picturesque  dress,
dwelling-placeand chief.
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Minakari: Art Of Painting, Coloring

And Decorating Surface Of Metals
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The art of minakarior enamellingis used as a
miniature of the fire as well as the decoration
of metal and tiles with mina glaze. Minakari or
enamellingisthe artof painting, coloring and
decorating the surface of metals by merging
over thembrilliant colors thatare decoratedina
complexdesign.

Mina is the feminine form of Minoo in
Persian, which means Heaven. Minarefers
to theazure color of the sky. The [ranian
craftsmen of the Sasanied erainvented
thisartand MongolsspreadittoIndiaand
other countries. The French touristJean
Chardin, who traveled Iran during the
Safavidjourney, refers to an enamel work
ofIsfahan, which containsapattern ofbirds
and animalsonafloralbackgroundinlight
blue, green, yellowandred.

Some expertsassociate the historicity of
enamelinginIranwith the Arsacidsand
Sassanids. However, the use of thisartin
the Islamic period before the rule of the
seventhruler ofthe Ilkhanid Departmentof
theMongolian EmpireinIran, GhazanKhan
(694-703 AH), which Mongolintroduced
PersiatolIslam,isnotclear.

Ghazan Khan purchased the chemistry
chemistryinashorttimeand preferred to
usehisknowledgeand hiseffortstotheart
ofenamelling.
Finesilverisusedinalmostall enamels
because the melt (glass) melts and best
adherestoapuremetal.Insimple terms,
enamelingisthe process of producingmetal
models (fine silverin general) and then
meltingdifferentcolorsand typesofglasson
themodeltocreateanobjetd’art.
Inamore scientificapproach, melt (or
vitreousenamel or porcelain enamelin US
English) is defined as the colorful result
of fusing powder glass onto a substrate
by firing, typically between 750 and 850
degreesCelsius.

The powder melts, flows and cures to a
smooth, durable glassy coating on metal,
glass or ceramics. According to some
sources the word melt comes from the
High Germanword smelzan (to smell) over
theold French esmail. Asanoun,amelting
plantisatypically small decorative object

coated withan enamel coating, suchasa
champlev® oracloisonn.

The paintings or patterns used for fusion
work in Iran are traditional designs
depending on the taste and preferences
of the artist. In the Iranian version
of enameling, copperand silver are the
dominantmetals. There are also special
tools that are used in this old artistic
endeavor such as oven, pliers, press
machine, brushandsoon.
Enamelisusuallyused toembellishvases,
jewelery and candlesticksinaddition to
doorsand chandeliers of sacred shrines.
Isfahanisthe mainIranian enamel. Enamel
works canbewashed withlukewarmwater,
soapandevenordinarydetergents.

Gold has traditionally been used for
minakarijeweleryasitkeepsthe enamel
better,lastslongerand its shine brings
the colors of the enamel. Silver, a later
introduction, is used for artefacts such
asboxes,bowls, spoonsand tricks, while
copper,whichisused for craft products,
wasintroduced only afterthe Gold Control
Law,which forced theminakarstolookfora
material otherthangold Allovertheworld.
Enamelling and decorating metals with
colorfuland baked coatsis one ofthe most
notableartisticdirectionsinIsfahan.Mina,
defined asakind of vitreous colored layer
which canbe stabilized by heatonvarious
metals, in particular copper. Although this
courseisindustrially used industrially
forthe production of metal and hygienic
devices, ithaslongago attracted great
attention from painters, goldsmiths
and metal engravers. In the world, itis
categorizedintothreetypesasbelow:
1-paintingenamel

2-Charkhanehor chesslike enamel
3-Cavityenamel

Whatis more availability in Isfahanis the
varnishinglacquer, some of which have
remained in the museums of Iran and
abroad, whichindicated thatIranianartists
wereinterested in thisart,and in their
metalworkssincethe Achaemenidsandthe
Sassanid dynasties Used. The enamel, which
issodelicate, wehavenotleftmany ofthem
fromthe old times. Some documents show
thatduringthe entire [slamiccivilization
ofand duringthe Seljuk, Safavid and Zand

dynasties, there were excellentenamelled
food and materials.Most of the enamelled
platesrelatedtothe pastbelongtothe Qajar
Dynastybetweentheyears1810-1890 AD.
Therearealso some earringsremaining.
Bracelets, boxes, waterpipes, vases and
golden plates with beautiful paintingsin
blueand green colors from this time. This
was followed by fifty years of stagnation
through the First World Warand the social
revolution. However, this painting, after
being prepared, was supported by the
efforts of Ostad Shokrollah Sani’e zadeh,
the outstanding painter of Isfahanin 1935,
and forty years by the quantitative and
qualitative standpoints.
Thetechniqueofthisartbringspersistence
andreflection. In Minakari,an ornament
ismade of silverand then the artist draws
the desired design.Itisthen outlined by
the engraver toadhere the melt firmly to
the metal. Enameller then brushed the
ornamentonthe engraved design with
special colorsnamed Minainred, green,
black, yellow, blue etc. Asingle piece of Mina
passesthroughmanytapesbeforeitreaches
completion.

Theintricate geometric design pattern of
Minakarisymbolizesvarious elementsofa
faithstructurethathasbeendevelopedsince
therule ofthe Mithraismerainthe Iranian
plateu. Here symbolizesthe mediterranean
medal Mithra, thesun.

Now;, after afew years of stagnation since
1992, thisarthasbegunto continue its
fragility, which has many remarkable
artists workingin this field. To prepare an
enamelled dish, we should do the following:
The process of manufacturing minakari
isnotvery complicated. First,ametallic
substrate such as copper, silver, or brass
isselected and shaped by an experienced
copper founder. Thislayeristhebasis of the
melt. Inthepast, themelthadbeen
Applied to tiles, ceramics or glass, but
nowadays copper is more commonly
used becauseitismoldableand flexible. A
newand firstcopperlayerisbetterthana
recycled one.Thenthebodyis covered with
awhiteglaze usingthe dippingtechnique.
Next, itisheatedatamaximumtemperature
0f750°C,and thebodyisre-coated witha
glaze ofhigher qualityand reheated.

worth visiting once!

For centuries Menar Jonban (“shaking
minarets”), whichislocated in Isfahan, central
Iran,hasbeenasource of charm forIraniansand
even foreign visitors becauseits dual minarets
arereally pronetovibrate!

The minarets are almost 17 metersin height
fromthe groundlevel,and inadistance ofabout
10 meters.

The popular destinationisin facta burial
monument surmounted by two brick towers
that can be swung with little pressure; when
oneisshakenbythe human force, the other
startsto vibrate automatically.

Itwas originally built some 700 years ago as
amausoleum for “Amu Abdullah” who was a
mystic figure in the [lIkhanid era (1256-1353
CE).Archeological studies suggestthatthe dual
minarets were later added to the mausoleum
duringthe Safavidera (1501-1736).

The unique characteristic of the shaking of
the minarets, and the entire building, have
beenrepeatedly studied. The findings of most
of suchresearchesindicate thatthe specific
dimensions and proportions of the building
and minarets and even the material forming
the bricks used for the building contributes to
thevibrations.

Following physical experiments, it was
suggested thatthis phenomenonis similarto
the mirrorimage vibrations observed when
connecting two vertical identical pieces of
stringtoa connecting horizontal one. Should
the twovertical stringsbe of differentlengths or
weights the sameresultswould notbeachieved.
However, such atheory also hasits skeptics
andisdismissed asamere coincidence under
the guise that mostbuildings also have such
vibrations (although onasmallerscale) andit’s
only the height ofthe minarets thatmakeitso
visiblein this particular case.

The city’s historical relics are standing almost
closeto each otherbutthe “shaking minarets”
arelocated on the outskirts.

Used tobe one of capitals of the mighty Safavid
Empire, Isfahanisatop tourist destination for
goodreasons. Unlimited visual appeals such
astree-lined boulevards, Persian gardens and
majesticIslamicbuildings hasnamed the city a
living museum of traditional culture.
Undertourists’ eyes

“Shaking minaret”

Ifyouwantto see they'rereally shaking, choose
thetimeto getthere, otherwise you have to wait
fornearly an hour. They shake the minarets
everyhoursharp (Imean12,1,2...) Before the
shaking,a guy will explain you the structure but
onlyin Persian. Luckily the guy spoke English
sohe explained for us with the DVD they were
sellingas souvenir.

Interesting.... As a Japanese, who has
earthquake often thinkit'sabitscary for such
building to shake alot, butin a ways, it may
absorbthe shakesoitmaybe...good?Iranisalso
an earthquake country.... well? (MizuhoK from
Hino,Japan)
“Thishastobethesilliestthingever!”

You hangaround for 45 minutes and then a
burly man climbsup into one of the minarets
and shakesit, which causesalittle bell on the
other minaretto tinkle! There are plenty of
otherthingstoseeinIsfahan.Don'tbother with
this one. (MandiB. from Sydney, Australia)




Beijing-Tehran
economic ties durable,
growing: China

Chinaand Iran are greateconomicpartners,
and the two nations enjoy growing and
durable economicrelations, the spokesman
forthe Chinese ministry of commerce said
on Saturday.

The two countries remain to be important
trade partners and, based on the figures,
relations between Beijing and Tehran are

satisfactory, Gao Fengsaid in an exclusive
interview with the Islamic Republic News
Agency (IRNA).

China-Iran economic cooperation is on
apositive path, and the two nations are
expected to witness growing cooperation,
Fengsaid.

Beijing attaches greatimportance to its
relations with Iran and will continue
its legitimate and regular economic
cooperation with the country despite US
sanctions, he said.

Twomonthsafterthe USMay 2018 unilateral

withdrawal from the Iran Deal, formally
known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action, Chinese Foreign Ministry said China
and Iranare friendly countries to each other.
‘We maintain normal exchanges and
cooperation on the basis of conforming to
our obligations underthe international law,
includingin thefields of economy, trade and
energy. Thisisbeyondreproach, itstressed.
Aboutbilateral relations in other areas
thantrade, Feng said China and Iran have
also great cooperationin the New Silk Road
knownas ‘One Belt, One Road’ project.

The firstfreight train thatleft Chinafor Iran
inline with development of the Silk Road
project, did make Tehran more determined
to further develop ties with Beijing, the
Chinese official said.

The freight train, carrying 32 containers,
arrived in the Iranian capitalin Feb 2016
afterajourney from Yiwu city in east China.
Referring to the southeastern Iranian
strategic port of Chabahar, Fengsaid the
Persian Gulfportcityisavitaland important
sea gateway for the New Silk Road as it
connects together shippingroutes.

NEWS

Dropping zeros from bills
to stabilize Iran economy:

Agency

Iran’sdecision to slash four zeros fromits cur-
rency willimprove the economicsituationin
the country and gain more credibility for the
currency on the international scene, a Span-
ish News Agency hasreported.Accordingtoa
Fridayreportby EFE, theideato delete zeros
fromthebillsin Iran was suggested alongtime
ago,butthe depreciation of Iran’s currency
and gallopinginflation have once again turn
the spotlightontheissue. Lastweek Head of
Iran’s Central Bank Abdul Nasser Hemmati
proposed the removal of fourzeros from the
country’s currency,i.e.rial.On Sunday, Hem-
mati announced a bill would soon be pre-
sented to the parliamentto slash four zeros
from the national currency. “The moveisin
many countries usheringin serious economic
reforms, Hemmatisaid.Based onthereportby
EFE, Iran’s economy requires major reforms,
includingin the banking system. Zero elimi-
nation from national currency thathas taken
placein many countriesand mostrecently in
Venezuela can help curb inflation, facilitate
foreign currency exchanges, save costs of
printing notes and increase its face value, the
Spanishnewsagency wrote.

Iran Payment Channel to

Be Finalized in ‘Coming

Weeks’: Germany US says not

f}(.erman F(?relgn Mlnmster Helkq Maas said toextend
finalrequirements” for the special purpose .

vehicle (SPV),apaymentmechanismaimed walvers

atfacilitatingbusiness with Iranin the face .

of USsanctions, are being clarified and that on Il'éfll oil

itwill be finalized in the “coming weeks”.“I sanctions

am hopeful thatwe will be able to finalize the
paymentchannelin the coming weeks,” Maas
told Germany’s Spiegel Online on Friday.
Headded, “We are working urgently to clarify
the finalrequirements -- such as determining
the country where the mechanism will
be headquartered. That isn’'t easy in a
confrontative situation with the USbecause
itis, of course, trying to exert pressure”.In
2018, the EU foreign policy chief, Federica
Mogherini, said that the bloc’s members
were working on alegal entity that would
allowbusinesses tobuy oiland conductother
business with Iranin hopesofavoiding US
sanctions.On May 8, 2018, US President
Donald Trump pulled his country out of the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA),
thenuclear deal thatwasachieved in Vienna
in 2015 after years of negotiations between
Iranand the Group 5+1 (Russia, China, the US,
Britain, France and Germany).

-90year-old female artist sets record

high at 10th Tehran Auction

Aworkby-96year-old Iranian female artist Monir

Farmanfarmaian washammered at40 billion rials

atthe 10th Tehran Auction on Friday, settinga

record highamong 113 otherartworks presented

tolran’s majorartmarket.

The Tehran Auction, conceivedinJune
2012,isdescribed by the organizers
asanational endeavor to fulfill the
increasinginterestin modern and
contemporary Iranian art and to
facilitate the acquisition of the best
quality works in the most reliable
way possibleinapleasantand secure
atmosphere.

Butperhaps sixyears ago, few would
have predicted thatthe Auction would
live to seeits tenth edition, and not
only that, butto have grossed over
150 trillionrials by having sold a total
of 843 artworksin its previous runs.
Counting the 10th edition in, 957
works by 313 artists - 242 of whom
living - have so far gone under the
hammer at this highly anticipated
event, with female artists takingup 9
percentshare ofthe whole proceeds,
and younger artists having a total

share of 5 percent - atrend which has
been onthe rise with each passing
edition.

On Friday, January 11, Parsian Azadi
Hotelin northern partofthe capital
played hosttothe 10th Tehran Auction
- athree-hour eventduring which
114 contemporary artworks by
105 Iranian artists wentunder the
hammer, grossing 344,030,000,000
rials ($8,191,904*), which shows an
increase by more than twice compared
tolastyear’stotal proceeds.

All 114 works were sold, at times
above their estimated price,and there

were nine works in total which were
hammered at over 1 billion rials. To
be able to sell all of the presented
artworksatanauctionisafeatthat
many auctions around the world
usually cannot pull off. Now living
in Parisand New York, Zenderoudi
isan Iranian painter, calligrapher
and sculptor, known as a pioneer of
Iranian modernartand as one of the
earliestartists toincorporate Arabic
calligraphy elementsinto hisartwork.
His paintingtitled, “Tchaar Bagh' was
sold at Christie’sinternational auction
inDubaifor $1.6 millionin 2008.

The United States will grantno more waivers for [ranian oil after the reimposition of US sanctions, the US

special representative for Iran said on Saturday:.

Addressing anews conference in the United Arab Emirates capital Abu Dhabi, Brian Hook said thatthe
move comesinline with Washington’s push to exert the so-called “toughest ever” sanctions on the [slamic
Republictoisolate Iran’s economy.Tensions between Iran and the United States have increased since May,
when US President Donald Trump unilaterally withdrew from the 2015 nuclear deal and reintroduced
sanctionson Iranthathad beenlifted under the pact.Despite Trump’s hawkishness on cutting the Iranian oil
exports tozero, Washington hasbeen forced to grant waivers to eight major buyers of Iranian oil - including
China, India, Japanand South Korea - after restoring energy sanctions in November.

briefing.

India to continue to import
Iranian oil despite US sanctions

Inspiteof USsanctionsimposed on Iran, India will continue
toimportoil from Iran.
“We have had several rounds of meetingwith Iran and several
other stakeholders.I cantell you thatIndia continues to
importoil from Iran. We have gota waiverin thisregard and
wewill continue to be engaged with all the stakeholdersas far
asmattersrelated toIndia’s energy security are concerned,”
Raveesh Kumar, spokesperson for India’s Ministry of External
Affairs, said on Friday afternoon during weekly media

A day after Washington threatened to impose further
economicsanctionsagainstlran, Indiaonce againreiterated
thatitwill continue toimportIranian crude oil to fulfill the

country’s energyneeds.

Following the re-imposition of sanctions against Tehran,
Washington granted exemptions to eightkey oil buyers —
China, India, Japan, South Korea, Turkey, Taiwan, Italy and
Greece, Sputniknews agencyreported.

Earlier thisweek, India’s top bank executive said that New
Delhihad begun payingIraninIndianrupees forits oil —an
unprecedented move. Indianimports from Iran totaled about
$11billion between April and November, with oil accounting
forabout90 per cent.Earlier, India gave Iran permission
toopenabankbranchinthree monthsto ease payment
complications.Indian crudeimports from Iran are expected to
average about300,000-350,000 barrel per day (bpd) during
the waiver period, which endsin March. Sputnikreported on
26 December thatIndiaislookingto extend the waiver period
toensureits energy security beyond March 2019.
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Iranexports
$200 mn worth
of chandeliers

annually

Islamic Republic of
[ran annually exports
$200 million worth
of chandeliers to
neighboring countries,
said managing
director of chandeliers
cooperativeson Friday.
Mohammadreza
Qareh Yazi made the
remark on Friday on
the sidelines of 26th

Iran  International
Chandeliers &
Decorative  Lights
Exhibition.

Yazisaid the chandeliers
industry can bring
foreign currency to
countryatthe moment.
He went on to say that
Islamic RepublicofIran
is among the top five
countriesinthefield of
producing chandeliers
and decorative lights.

Iraq, Turkey, Armenia,
Republicof Azerbaijan
and Kazakhstan are
among Iran’s main
exportmarkets, hesaid,
adding, “moreover,
Islamic RepublicofIran
exports chandeliers
and decorative lights
to Persian Gulflittoral
states, Saudi Arabia,
European Union and

EastAsian countries.”
Mohammad  Javad
Ghanbari Deputy

Head of Iran Intl.
Exhibition Company
for Exhibition Affairs
was the next speaker
whosaid, “participation
of Iranian companies
paves suitable way for
introducing products
and exporting them to
neighboring countries
inparticular”

He pointed to Iran’s
export of chandeliers
to other countries and
added, “Iran can bring
aboutmore profitability
in case of producing
raw materials in this

industry.”
The 26th Iran
NO 131 m Solution: NO 130 m International
Chandeliers &
3 9 21 MarkaziProvince’s small Decorative  Lights

Exhibition kicked off
in Tehran Permanent
International
Fairgrounds this
morning and will run
through]an. 14.

industries exportover $ 16 Million

Mustafa Amereh added, ‘The
weightofthe goods exported
from Markazi Province’s
smallindustriesis estimated
atmorethan 24,957 tons.
The official reiterated, ‘Most
of the goods have been
exported to different parts
of the world from Markazi
Province are from units
locatedintheindustrial cities
of Kheyrabad Arak, Delijan,
Khomein, Aybak Abad, Arak,
and Shahid Babaeiindustrial
Zone.

Managing Director of
Markazi Province’s
Townships Company said
that 16 millionand 200,000
dollarsworth of goods have
been exported to different
parts of the world from the
beginning of this current
Iranian year (starting in
March 21) to date from
the small and average
scalesindustries based in
the industrial townships
and industrial areas of the
province.
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Zarifdescribes

anti-Iran confer-
encein Poland
“desperate
circus”

[ranian Foreign Minister,
Mohammad Javad Zarif
has slammed an anti-
Iran conference due to
beheld by the USin the
Polish capital of Warsaw
nextmonth.
“Reminder to host/
participants ofanti-Iran
conference: those who
attended last US anti-
Iran show are either
dead, disgraced, or
marginalized. And Iran
is stronger than ever.
Polish Govtcan'twashthe
shame: while Iransaved
Poles in WWI]I, it now
hostsdesperateanti-Iran
circus,” Mr. Zarif wrote
on his official Twitter
account.
Heposted thetweetafter
US Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo told Fox
News in an interview
to air on Friday that
Washington willjointly
host a global summit
focused onlranandthe
Middle Eastnextmonth
inPoland.
The international
gathering will take
place in Warsaw from
February 13to 14,theUS
State Departmentsaidin
astatement.
Meanwhile, Iranian
deputy Foreign Minister,
Abbas Araqchi also
tweeted that 1892 Polish
peoplehavebeenburied
in Polish cemetery in
Tehransince 1942.
Iranextradites
242 Afghancon-
victs to Kabul

Iran has extradited
another 242 Afghan
convictstotheir country,
the Iranian deputy
minister of justice told
the Islamic Republic
NewsAgency (IRNA) on
Saturday.
‘According to the
extraditiontreaty signed
bytheministersofjustice
of Afghanistanand Iran
in Tehran about two
monthsago, 700 convicts
are to be extradited to
Afghanistanuntiltheend
oftheIranian calendar
year (March 20), said
Mahmoud Abbasi.
With the 201 Afghan
convicts that were sent
to their country last
week, thenumber ofthe
extradited convicts has
alreadyreached 443, he
added.
The Iranian official said
that the crimes of the
convicts were mostly
drug-related andillegal
entranceintolran.

Iran slams Francefor ‘irresponsible’ missile claims
[ranian Foreign Ministry spokesman, Bahram Qassemi has criticized his French
counterpart’s remarksaboutIran’s missile program, urging Paris not to repeat the
incorrectclaims of those opposed to the [ran nuclear deal.“Contrary to the French
Foreign Ministry spokeswoman’s claim, Iran’s missile program has neither been
established fornon-conventional purposes, nor the country’s natural rightto strengthen
itsscientificand defensive capabilities as developed in the form of missile programisin
violation of [UN Security Council] Resolution 2231,” said Qassemiin a statement.Iran
hasnotbeen prevented from developing defensive and conventional missile program
and those withscientificapplicationinany partofthe Resolution, he added.“We strongly
believe thatanyattempttoinduceand imposeawronginterpretation of Resolution 2231
regarding [ran’s missile programisanirresponsibleact,” Qassemiadded.

(SANA)reported.

Government Shutdown Becomes
Longestin US History

The US government shutdown that has left 800,000 federal

employees withoutsalariesasaresultof President Donald Trump’s

row with Democrats over building a Mexico border wall entered a

record 22nd day today.

The Democrats’ refusal
to approve US$5.7 billion
(RM20.4billion) demanded
by Trump for the wall project
hasparalyzed Washington,
withthepresidentretaliating
by refusing to sign off on
budgets for swaths of
governmentdepartments
unrelated tothedispute.

As a result, workers as
diverse as FBI agents, air
traffic controllers and
museumstaff did notreceive
paychecksyesterday.

The partial shutdown ofthe
government became the
longestonrecordat0500
GMT (1pmMalaysiantime),
whenitovertookthe 21-day
stretchin 1995-1996,under
PresidentBill Clinton.
Trump on Friday backed
off a series of previous
threatsto end the deadlock
by declaring a national
emergencyand attempting
tosecure the funds without
congressionalapproval, AFP
reported.
“I'mnotgoingtodoitsofast,”
he said at a White House
meeting.

Trump described an
emergency declarationas
the “easyway out” and said
Congresshadtostepuptothe
responsibility ofapproving

will declare a national
emergency. | have the
absoluteright,”heinsisted.
Until now, Trump had
suggested numerous times
thathe was getting closer
to taking the controversial
decision.

Only minutes earlier,
powerful Republican ally
Senator Lindsey Graham
tweeted after talks with
Trump: “Mr. President,
Declare a  national
emergency NOW”
Itwasnotclear what made
Trump change course.

But Trump  himself
acknowledged inthe White
House meeting that an
attemptto claimemergency
powerswouldlikely end up
inlegal battlesgoingall the
way tothe Suprem Court.
Opponents say that a
unilateral move by the
presidentover the sensitive
border issue would be
constitutional overreachand
setadangerousprecedentin
similar controversies.

The standoff has turned
into atestof political ego,
particularly for Trump, who
came into office boasting
ofhis deal making powers
and making an aggressive
borderpolicy thekeystone of

seemdeterminedatall costs
topreventapresidentwho
relishes campaign rally
chants of “build the wall!”
fromgettingawin.

Both Democrats and
Republicans agree that
the US-Mexican frontier
presents major challenges,
ranging from the hyper-
violentMexicandrugtradeto
the plightofasylumseekers
and poor migrants seeking
new lives in the world’s
richestcountry.
There’salsolittle debate that
border walls are needed:
Aboutathird of the frontier
isalready fenced off.

But Trump has turned his
single-minded pushformore
wallsintoapolitical crusade
seenbyopponentsasastunt
to stoke xenophobiainhis
right-wingvoter base, while
wilfullyignoringtheborder’s
complexrealities.

For Trump, who visited the
Texas border with Mexico
on Thursday, the border
situation amounts to an

I

“We have a country that’s
undersiege,” hetold thelocal
officialsinthe White House.
Some studies show that
illegalimmigrants generally
commit fewer crimes than
peoplebornin the United
States, althoughnoteveryone
agreesonthis.

More certainis that while
narcotics do enter the
country across remote
sections ofthe border,most
are sneaked throughheavily
guarded checkpoints in
vehicles, the government’s
own Drug Enforcement
Administration said in a
2017report.Itsaid thatmost
smugglingis done “through
US ports of entry (POEs)
in passenger vehicles with
concealed compartmentsor
commingled withlegitimate
goodsontractortrailers.”
Nancy Pelosi, the Democratic
leader in the House of
Representatives and a key
figureinopposing Trump’s
agenda, said money should
be spentin many areas of

Arab Trade Unions underline Joint work for Syria

reconstruction
Participantsinthe consultative meetingof Chairmen of Arab Trade Unionsand annual
meeting of general-secretaries of Arabvocational unions haveasserted the necessity
ofjointaction to contribute to the reconstruction of whathasbeen destroyed by the
terroristwar on Syriaand return of displaced people to their country.

The participants’announcement came during their meeting held in Damascus on
Friday under the title of “Role of Arab Vocational Unions in the Reconstruction of
Syria”.Secretary-General of the International Confederation of Arab Trade Unions
(ICATU) Ghassan Ghosn underlined the importantrole played by Arab unionsand
vocational associations atthe national and pan-Arab levels, Syrian News Agency

the US$5.7 billion. hisnationalistagenda. invasionbycriminalsthatcan border security, butnoton
“If they can’'t do it.. I Democrats, meanwhile, onlybesolvedbymorewalls. walls.
Iranophobia policy.

SN SCchief: Poland circus, US’

latestdesperate move against Iran

Secretary of Supreme National Security Council of Iran Ali
Shamkhanireferred to the US decision to hold an anti-Iran
meetingin Poland asitslatest desperate move againstthe

IslamicRepublic.

Talking to reporters on Saturday, Shamkhani said ‘changing
sanctions and pressures to seminars and meetings means US

isdesperateagainstIran’

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo earlierannounced holding
ameetingwith the focuson Iran on February 13-14 in Poland.
Pompeo claimed that countries from Asia, Africa, Europe and
the Middle Eastwill participate in this meeting.

The meetingwill be held inline with US efforts to promote

Earlier on Friday, [ranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javq
Zarifinapostonhis Twitter page wrote :“Reminder to host/
participants ofanti-Iran conference: those who attended last
USanti-Iranshoware dead, disgraced, or marginalized. And
Iranisstrongerthan ever’

Headded “Polish Govt can’t wash the shame: while Iran saved

Polesin WWII, itnow hosts desperate anti-Iran circus.
Meanwhile, Iran’s Deputy Foreign Minister Abbas Araqchitoo

ina Twitter message said that 1892 Polish people have been

buriedin Polish cemeteryin Tehransince 194 2.

He wenton to note that ‘After being released from Stalin’s
Gulag,over 100,000 Polesreturned home through Iran.
‘Iranians have continues torespecttheir Polish guests for 77
years, headded.

NEWS

Advanced Homegrown
Submarine toJoin Iran’s

Navy Soon: Commander

Iranian Navy Commander Rear Admiral Hossein
Khanzadisaid a state-of-the-arthomegrown
submarine dubbed “Fateh (Conqueror)”isslated
tojointhe Navy’s fleetlater this month.Speaking
toreportersin Tehran on Saturday, Rear Admiral
Khanzadisaid the domestically made submarine
isplanned to comeintoservice onJanuary 29. In
aninterview with Tasnim in August, Khanzadi
said the factthatIranhasthetechnical know-how
to manufacture submarinesindicates thatthe
country hasnolimitationsin producing other
military equipment.The 527-ton Fateh submarine
isasemi-heavyundersurfacevesselwhose weight
atdepthincreasesto 593 tons.The submarineis
equipped with anadvanced sonicradar system
foridentifying enemy vessels and uses amissile
defense system.Once Fateh joins the Iranian Navy
fleet,itwillbe equipped with a full range oflight,
semi-heavyand heavy submarines.

Iran has constructive role in
solving Middle Eastissues,

Afghanistan peace

The United Nations would not be able to
contribute to Afghanistan’s peace process without
supportfromIranand otherregional countries,a
UN official said.“We rely on Iranian authorities’
adviceinresolvingregional issues and hope
to achieve positive results by continuing such
engagement,” Hideo Ikebe, the head of Tehran
Liaison Office of the United Nations Assistance
Missionin Afghanistan, said.

He made the statementinarecentmeeting with
Kourosh Karampour, thehead of [ran-Afghanistan
Parliamentary Friendship Group, according to
Financial Tribune.The world body, according
to Ikebe, isagainst military methods to address
Afghanissuesandislookingfor political solutions
thatwould not work without the involvement
of the Afghan government and support of
regional countries.Recently, former President
of Afghanistan, Hamid Karzaisaid inan exclusive
interview with ISNA thatIran’s talks with Taliban
willbe in Afghanistan’s favor.

Kabul notto allow US to

operate against Iran: envoy
Afghan ambassador to Turkey said that
Afghanistan will notlet USunits deployed in the
country to operate againstneighboringIran.
Making the remarksin a conference in Ankara
on Friday, Abdul Rahim Sayed Jan noted that
maintain ties with neighboring countries is of
utmostimportance for Afghanistan, and in this
regard, Kabul will notallow the United States to
useits military basesagainst countries such as
Iran and Pakistan, Yeniakitreported.Elsewhere,
he said thatthe formation of Talibanis notrelated
tolslamicideologies, rather, the groupis formed
by foreign countriesin Afghanistan.

Warsaw anti-Iran conf. todim

potential agreements with Iran
Former US Under Secretary of State for
International Security Affairs Frank Wisner says
the upcominganti-Iran conference in the Polish
capital, Warsaw, will only reduce the chances
of reaching an agreementbetween Tehran and
Washington.

Speaking to IRNA, Wisner noted that the US-led
conference will only lessen the possibility of any
potential agreementbetween Iran and the US over
theirlongstanding disputes.

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said on Friday
that Washington will jointly hosta global summit

focused onlranand the Middle Eastnextmonthin
Polish capital, Warsaw.

Pompeo said the meeting would “focus on
Middle East stability and peace, freedom and
security herein thisregion,and thatincludes an
importantelementofmaking sure thatIranisnota
destabilizing influence."

Noting that Pompeo’s remarks are not something
new butactually the repetition of Washington’s
polemics againstthe Islamic Republic, Wisner said
the goal behind such moves is exactly the same,
however, the tactic to exert pressure on Iran is
different.Since the US unilaterally pulled out of
Iran’s historicnuclear deal last year, Washington

has steadily
intensified i
the pressure A

on Tehran by

re-imposing

sanctions, and 1

vowed toincrease / \
the pressureina '
bid to undermine e country's regional
influence.Meanwhile, the US unilateralism
has put the Western country at odds with the
policies of its allies in Europe, which seek to
establish their policiesindependent from that of
Washington.



200 Iranian physicians to serve Hajj pilgrims

Head of Hajj pilgrimage of Iran Red Crescent Society said thatover 500 physicians and experts
willbe dispatched to holy cities of Mecca and Medina to give services to Hajj pilgrims.
Mohammad Taqi Hellisaz said the dispatched physicians will present 24 /7 services to
pilgrims on a voluntary basis.The first group of Iranian physicians including general
practitioners, internal physicians, emergency medicine, infections and cardiologists will
be dispatched in summer.Earlier on December 18,2018, Iran and Saudi Arabiasigned a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) for sending Iranian pilgrims to major Hajj ritual

5000 Rials

ceremony in Saudi Arabia.Meanwhile, Representative of Iran’s Supreme Leader in Hajj Affairs
AliQaziAsgarsaid theannual pilgrimage is a main factor for preserving unity and solidarity

Sunday,January13, 2019,

among Muslims ofthe world.
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Leader Urges Iranian Students’ Efforts to

Stabilize Iran Economy: Agency

Amnesty Int’lurges probe into Saudijourno murder

Eliminate Any Reliance on Aliens

Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali

Khamenei called on Iranian students to make efforts to

boostthe country’s self-sufficiencyin various areas and

eliminate anyreliance on “aliens”.

“We allknow thatyouare amongthebest
(sources of) hope for the future of the
country,” Ayatollah Khameneisaidina
message tothe 53rd annual meeting ofthe
Union of Islamic Students Associations
in Europe, which opened in Germany'’s
Hamburgon Saturday.

“Whateveryone should know is that, with
the blessing of God, alarge number of
yesterday's students are now involved in
greatworksinthecountry....”themessage
read.“Our students today, anywhere in
the world, will have the opportunity to
jointhese faithfuland devoted groupsand
fully eliminate the country’sneed for (help
from) aliens,” the Leaderadded.
Inrelevantremarksin October, Ayatollah
Khamenei called on Iranian elites to push
for the country’s scientific progress,
saying advancements in science will
help the Islamic Republic counter hostile
threats.

In an address to a gathering of young
Iranian elites and scientific talents in

Tehran on October 17, Ayatollah
Khamenei highlighted the need for
scientific progressinthe country, saying
employmentofthe potential of elites will
boostthe country’s powerand minimize
itsvulnerabilities.

“Ifwe make scientific progress, the threats
from our civilizational, political, and
economicenemies willnotbe permanent
and will diminish,” the Leaderadded.
HailingIran’s-2percentshareintheglobal
scientific production, Ayatollah Khamenei
said Iranian universities have greatly
contributed to the country’s advances
inaerospace, biological sciences, dam
construction, nuclear industry, stem cell
research, biotechnology,and recombinant
drugs.

US 'flee' from Syriameans victory of Resistance Front

US 'flee' from Syriameans victory of Resistance Front
TEHRAN, Jan. 12 (MNA) - Head of Iran's Supreme
National Defense University Brigadier General
Ahmad Vahidi said Sat. that the US’ withdrawal
from war-torn Syriaisindicative of the Resistance
Front’striumphintheregion.Speakingto Mehr News
correspondenton Saturday, Head of Iran's Supreme
National Defense University Brigadier General
Ahmad Vahidisaid the withdrawal of American troops
from Syriais considered as “some kind of escape”,
adding “the US flee from Syria attests to the victory
ofthe Resistance in thisregion.”“The Americans,
whethertheyacceptitornot, havefailed, buttheyare

making efforts to pretend that they have not suffered
suchadefeat,” headded. President Donald Trump
last month unexpectedly announced a US troop
withdrawal from Syria, with US military spokesman
Colonel Sean Ryan announcing Friday thatthe pullout
had begun. Ryan said he could not discuss specific
timelines, locations or troop movements, “out of
concern for operational security.”"Meanwhile, Maria
Zakharova, aspokeswoman for Russia's Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, told reporters thatifthe US claims
aboutexiting Syria were true the territory previously
controlled by the US should be transferred to the
Syrian government.

The Amnesty International campaign manager

in Turkey called for international probe into

murdering the Saudi prominentjournalist]amal

Khashoggi.

“The murder of Khashoggi, which happened
before the eyes of the whole world, should also be
the subjectofaninternational investigation,” the
Turkish media ‘Anadolu Agency’ quoted Goksu
Ozahishali as saying.“Turkish authorities, who
initiated an investigation into the aftermath of
Khashoggi case, found outthathe was strangled and
then dismembered. Body of the violently murdered
Khashoggiisyettobe found,” sheadded.

“With this symbolicactivity, we are reiterating our

demand ofjustice for Khashoggi.”

She wenton to say that “as Amnesty International,
weonceagainurge forthe startofanindependent UN
investigationinto the Khashoggi murderand torture,
and other crimes,and violations committed during the
murder.”“We don’tbelieve thatthe Saudi authorities,
whoinitiated ashow investigation into the murder,
will conductafairandreliable process,” Ozahishali
reiterated.Jamal Khashoggi, the Saudiveteran writer
andjournalistentered the Saudi consulate in Istanbul
on October second to collect paperwork for his
forthcoming marriage butdisappeared there.After
18 days of silence and rejecting claims that Khashoggi
wasKkilled, the Saudi government finally bowed down
tointernational pressure on October 20th and claimed
inastatementthe prominentjournalistwaskilledina
fist-fightinside Istanbul consulate.

Novisafacility for Zionists, says Pakistan

Pakistani governmenthas dismissed a news

reportcarried by asection of mediaregarding

provision ofanyvisa facility to Zionist Regime’s

citizensonarrival at Pakistaniairports.

A governmentspokesperson categorically stated
that Pakistan did nothave diplomaticrelations with
Zionist Regime and consequently the question of
providingvisadid notarise.

He advised the mediato carry the version of the
governmentbefore publishingand reportingonsuch
sensitive news.

On December 31, the Directorate General of
Immigration and Passports conditionally allowed

Zionist citizens to visit Pakistan, but the director
blamed the interior ministry forincluding the name
ofZionistRegimeinthelistand ordered correction.
The Federal Investigation Agency released rules
andregulations for citizens of seven countries for
visiting Pakistan which contained the names of India,
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nigeria, Somalia, Palestine,and
ZionistRegime.

Immigration Director Ismatullah Junejo,later on, said
thatthelistwasissued by theinterior ministryand of
ZionistRegime’sname was mistakenlyincludedinit.
In October, President of Pakistan Dr Arif Alvi had
dismissed reportsofaZionist Regime businessjet’s
landing at the Islamabad International Airport,
asserting that Pakistan will not establish ties with
ZionistRegime.

Washington seeks to retract withdrawing its forces from Syria

- Russian Foreign Ministry Spokeswoman Maria
Zakharova said Moscow had the impression that
the United States was trying to back down from
withdrawingits forces from Syria.

“Thepresence of US forcesisillegal in Syriaand does not
lead to calming the situation butratherto escalatingit
and supportingterroristorganizations,” Zakharovasaid
atapress conference on Friday.

She stressed thatif Washington has intentions to
withdraw from Syria, it should achieveitbecauseitis

apositive step, butthe mostimportantis the return of
theareas from which the UStroops will withdraw to the
Syrian State authority,”

Onde-escalation zonein Idleb, Zakharova stressed
thatthisareaistemporary, underlining the need to
preventits transformation into a haven for terrorist
organizations.“Weare committed toimplementing the
terms of the Sochi Agreementon Idleband preventing
its failure,” she said, stressing the need to freeing it of
terroristorganizations.
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