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Attraction

T
Qanats

offercluesto Regardlessthepoliticalboundariesbasedrestrictions
. thatthe Foreign Affairs Minister of the U.S.Ahas set
anclentway ,g& e S ! T onU.Scitizens'travelingtoIran, the New York Times
PO 5 &%' i 7 75 haspublishedalistof 52 destinationsthat Americans
oflifein Iran RN 2]

For thousands of

years, qanat systems
have supplied water
to agricultural and
permanentsettlements
in arid regions of
Iran, tapping alluvial
aquifersattheheadsof
valleysand conducting
the water along
underground tunnelsby
gravity, often over many
kilometers.

The conceptof“Persian
Qanat” wasregistered
onthe UNESCO World
Heritage listin 2016,
representingaselectof
elevenaqueductsacross
[ran.

Accordingto UNESCO,
The qganats provide
exceptional testimony
to cultural traditions
and civilizations in
desertareaswithanarid
climate.
Theganatsystemrelies
on snow fed streams,
which flow down the
foothillsof surrounding
mountains channeling
through sloping
aqueducts, oftenoverfar
distancesto discharge
into city’sunderground
reservoirsorab-anbars.
Such constructionsare
stillis practice, many of
whichwere made from
13th century onwards.
Yazdisamongancient
cities which have
appliedthisconceptto
makeurbansettlements
possibleincentrallran.
The earliest water
supply constructions
in Yazd is believed to
date from the Sassanid
era (224 to 651 CE)
while many others
have been continually
repaired and used over
time, most surviving
ab-anbarscanbetoday
traced tothelate Safavid
and Qajar periods.
When it comes to
landscapearchitecture,
ab-anbars and wind
towers play a pivotal
role in enriching the
Yazd skyline.

The oasis city of Yazd,
which is a UNECSO
World Heritage, is
wedged between the
northern Dasht-e Kavir
and southern Dasht-e
Lutonaflatplainringed
bymountains.

Isfahan, under the Safavid dynasty witnessed
agolden eraof construction and development.
Extensive construction was carried outin Isfahan.
Magnificent palaces and beautiful gardens and
orchards were builtalong the Zayandeh Roud
River. Unfortunately, after the fall of Safavid
Empire and especially during Qajar period most
ofthese palaces were destroyed.

Only few pieces of stones which
were used as pillars’ bases have
remained. A part of Chehel Sotun
gardenand the Hasht Beheshtpalace
have survived, buta palace called
Haft Dast (Seven Hands) which was
located near the Khadju Bridge was
completely demolished. The Aineh
Khaneh palace was another glorious
building which was destroyed. The
Namakdan pavilion (the salt cellar)
was demolished by the command ofa

madruler called Zele Sultan.

Baghe Zereshk (the Barberry
Orchard) pavilion which waslocated
in Chahr Bagh St. wasruined in the
19th century. Besides these palaces
and pavilions a large number of
beautiful Safavid style houses were
demolished too.ith the courtand
governmentbureaucracy without
having to follow the itinerant

monarchs.

“* ALIQAPU PALACE

At the west of Maidane Immam
(Naghsh-eJahan),justin frontofthe
Sheikh Lotfollah mosque one, of the
most magnificent palaces of 17th
centuryislocated. The AliQapu palace
iswell-known palaceall overIran. The
firstpartofpalace wasbuiltin 1597.1t
wasused asaresidential palace.Shah
Abbasthegreat, ordered to construct
the palace on the site of palace and
garden from the Timurid time. Shah
Abbas’s palace wasafour floors with
averanda. Shah Abbas the second,
expanded the palaceand amusichall
(room) was constructed on the top of
palace.

“"CHELELSOTUN PALACE

Several palaceswere builtin Isfahan,
during Safavid era few of them have
survived. Even those which have
survived were severely damaged.
The palace of Chehel Sotun (palace of
40pillars)islocatedinavastbeautiful
garden. The original garden was
larger thannow. The presentgardenis
60000 squaremeters. The palacearea
isabout2125square meters. Thereis
alargepoolinfrontofthepalace. The
first partof palace was builtduring
Shah Abbas the great period. The
beautiful frontal porch and the mirror
ornamented Eivan were builtduring
Shah Abbas the second era. It was
used asareception palace; foreign
delegations and royal guests were
entertainedin this palace.
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canvisitin2019; thename of Iran as “the Jewel inthe
Middle East” isobviousamongthem.Iranisthe 45th
destination thathasbeen suggested by this American
newspaper asone ofthe bestplacestotravelin 2019.
The New York Times hasintroduced our country by
displayingaphoto of Yazd thatwasregistered globally
inUNESCO World Heritage Listin 2017 with the tile of
“the historical city”,and announced that despite the
tensionsbetween Iranand the U.S.Awhich havebeen
increased by presidential transition to Donald Trump,
the desire of adventurous tourists to visit Iran has
beensignificantly increased; from the monumental
ruins of the Ancient Persia to the old magnificent
mosques of Shirazand Isfahan,and great Bazaarand
Golestan palace atthe center of Tehran. Butwhathas
madetravelingtoIranjustifiablein 2019is displaying
500 featured artworks with the title of “Portrait,
lifeless nature, and landscape” in the Museum of
Contemporary Artwhichis considered as one ofthe
Iranian youth’s favorite haunt, from February 21 to
April 20.The New York Times noted that the Foreign
Affairs Minister of the U.S.Ahad notbanned travel to
[ran by American citizens, butdiscourages them to
travel to this country; so, Americans cantravel to Iran
with organized tours.According to the reportofthe
Foreign Affairs Minister ofIran, 1,879,000 American
touristshavetraveled to Iran duringthe first8 months
ofthisyear.

“*HashtBeheshtpalace

The Hasht Beheshtpalace was built
in the centre of Baghe Bolbol (The
Nightingale Garden) dates back
to 1660. The palace is the most
important building which was
builtduring Shah Suleiman Safavid
time. The palace experienced new
styles of stucco work and stained
glass and mirror works. Hasht
Behesht wasrenovated by Fathali
Shah Qajarin the 19th century. It
was used as residential palace by
Zele Sultan (Fathali Shah’s son). This
useless man even did not maintain
ornamentations ofthe palace.

* TALAR-E- ASHRAF

This Palace which dates from the time
of Shah AbbasIlissituated justto the
west of the main Palace of Ali Qapu
and eastofanother palace, known as
Hasht Behesht. Itis currently used
asanofficers’ clubbythe armyandis
therefore closed tovisitors. Itderives
its name from the period when
Isfahan wasruled by Afghaniswhose
leader, Ashraf, made this building his
headquarters.

Beside it is the Natural History
Museum whichishousedinanother
fine palace whose somewhat
unpreposessing exterior belies
the elaborate decoration inside.
This is open to the public and is
architecturally very similar.

World Press Photo
exhibitionin Isfahan

«Eachyear,70,000t0 80,000 photosare
senttothe World Press Photo secretariat,
curator of World Press Photo Exhibition
said. «Currently, this exhibition is being
heldinIsfahan;thiseventisveryimportant
forthe World Press Photo foundation,» Yi
Van Hissio said. «There are manyreasons

behind holding the eventin Isfahan; the
mostimportantoneistherole ofIranian
photojournalists in the photography
industry and World Press Photo contest,»
headded.«The artworks displayed in this
exhibitionarea collection of the featured
photosinthelastthree editions ofthe World
Press Photo contest. From the date of WPF
establishment, we have held annual photo
competitions since 1955. Participating
in this contest is free for professional
photographers fromall over the world. In

thefirstyear ofholding this competition,
wereceived about 300 photographs, but
thenumber of photoshasbeenincreased
since 1955.About70,000t080,000 photos
aresenteachyeartothe secretariat,» she
countinued.«World Press Photois trying
tohold various exhibitionsin many places
around the world as possible; since we
believe thatnews photos play an effective
roleinallsocieties.Asocietyshouldbeaware
and have accessto free and independent
informationtoactproperly,» shealso said.

NATURE

Newdecorative
plasterworksin Abd al-
Smad Natnazi’s tomb

“Accordingto the investigations by the Cultural
Heritage Organization, the discovered layers
in Sheikh Abd al-Samad Natanzi tomb include
decorative plasterworks that date back to
the Seljukera,” the head of Cultural Heritage,
Handicrafts,and Tourism departmentsaid.
Pointing to the discovery of new historical
layersin this tomb, Hossein Yazdanmehr said,
“The new historicallayers thathave been found
by the experts of Natanz’'s Cultural Heritage
Organization date backto800yearsago.”
“In2016, itwas ordained to startthe layering
processin four points of this tomb with the
cooperation of Natanz’s Cultural Heritage
department,”headded. “The historical complex
of Natanz’'sJameh mosque include three parts;
the mosque, tomb, and monastery. With the
exception ofthe mosque which refersto the Ale-
Buyeh era (more than 1,000 yearsago), therest
parts date backto the Ilkhaniera, more than 700
yearsago,” he continued.

“Sheikh Abd al-Samad Natanzi’'s tomb which was
builtin the Ilkhaniera, has older columns that
belongto the Seljuk era; complete information
aboutthemrequires more detailed researches,”
henoted.

This complexincludesan octagonal Shabestan
withabrickdome, the mausoleum of Sheikh Nor
al-Din Abd al-Samad with an octagonal conical
dome, portal of monastery,and ahigh minaret
thatcatchtheviewers’eyes.




Iran natural gas output
atSO0O mem/d

Iran’s natural gas output currently stands
at800 million cubic meters per day,asenior
energy official said Saturday.

The National Iranian Gas Company (NIGC)
CEO Hassan Montazer Torbati added that
97% of the country’s urban population
and 82% ofthe citizensinrural areas are
now linked to the national gas distribution
network which is one of the world’s most
expansive ones.

Montazer Torbati noted that of the total
produced gas, some 25% goes to household
consumption, 37% is supplied to the
power plants, 30% is used in the industry
sector, 4% used as CNGand 4% is for other
consumptions.

SayingthatIran hasreachedself-sufficiency
in production of mostofthe items used in
gasrefining and distribution industries,
the official highlighted the significance of
gas exports, which could ensure amicable
relations with the neighboring states.

The NIGC CEO further predicted thatall the

Iranianvillages would have access to gas by
2021, statingthatvillages withmore than 20
households aer prioritized to be covered by
the gas distribution network.

The official said [ran isready to start the gas
flow to Pakistan, adding, “We are prepared
tostartthe exportsbutwe are waiting for the
Pakistani partto prepare the infrastructure
forthe projectto complete.”

Regardingthe currentgas exportstolraq, the
official said Iran was currently exporting gas
toIraq’s Basraand Baghdad and received its
duesaccordingly.

He also said thatIran does notneed any
gasimports at present,adding a dispute
with Turkmenistan regarding the latter’s
disruption of gas flow to Iran’s northern
provinces has been taken to international
arbitration,and the caseisbeing pursued
throughrelevantlegal channels.

Pointing to gas exports to Turkey, Montazer
Torbati said thatboth Tehran and Ankara
are keen on continuation of their gas deals
give the former’s intentions to send gas to
Europethrough Turkey and thelatter’srising
demand for gas.

NEWS

Iran, China hold expert
meeting on maritime
railway transportation

The Iran-China expert meeting for reviewing
challenges and opportunities of the two na-
tionsin developing cooperation in maritime
and railway transportation was held in the
Chinese southern city lowa on Sunday.
Atpresent, over 1,000 I[ranian businessper-
sonsareactivein China ofwhich 300 are mem-
bers ofthe chamber of commerce for Iranian
residentsin the Asian country.

Organized by chamber of commerce for Ira-
nianresidentsinsouth and eastof China, the
ways for expanding mutual cooperationin the
field of transportation were discussed during
the meeting.

Inthe gathering, Shanghaialso wasintroduced
astheworld busiestand biggestharbor city.
The portofShanghai, located in the vicinity
of Shanghai, comprisesadeep-seaportanda
river port.Inan exclusive interview with the
Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA), the
spokesman for the Chinese ministry of com-
merce said earlier on Saturday that Chinaand
Iranare greateconomicpartners,and the two
nations enjoy growing and durable economic
relations.The two countries remain to be
importanttrade partnersand, based on the
figures, relations between Beijingand Tehran
are satisfactory, Gao Fengsaid. China-Iran
economic cooperationison a positive path,
and the two nations are expected to witness
growing cooperation, Fengsaid.

Beijing attaches greatimportance toitsrela-
tionswith Iranand will continueitslegitimate
andregular economic cooperation with the
country despite US sanctions, he said.

Iran petrochem export

revenue at $9 Billion

NPC wants to expand Iran’s petrochemical
footprintundera plan coveringinvestments
from West Azarbaijan Province to the central
and southernregions off the Persian Gulf
coast.

Petrochemical exportrevenueinthe firstnine
months of the currentfiscal endingin March
reached $9 billion, the National Petrochemical
Company said on Saturday.
Therevenueisprojectedto climbto$12billion
before the fiscal yearis out.

Accordingto NIPNA, the NPC news agency,
the company’s outputamounted to 40 million
tons between March 22 and December 21,
of which 16 million tons were exported to
international markets, mainly Asia, Europe
and South America.

Petrochemical outputis forecastat57 million
tons by March.

Iran’s Economy to Shrink, Before
Ascendingin 2020: World Bank

Latest World Bank projections show [ran’s gross

domesticproductwill continue to contractin2019,

beforereversing gearin 2020.

BPCLto
import Imn
barrels of
Iran crude
in February
and March

According to WB’s latest “World
Economic Prospects” report
published after the New Year, Iran’s
GDPisbracing for further contraction
in 2019 to reach -3.6% after
experiencing an estimated-1.5% in
2018before stabilizingin the positive
territoryat1.1%in2020and 2021.
The estimates for 2018,2019 and
2020 show-5.6%,-7.7%and-3.1%
changes compared to World Bank’s
June 2018 projections.
USSanctionsImpact

The main contributing factor to
contraction ofIran’s economic growth
goes backto USsanctionsimposed
againstthe Islamic Republiclastyear,
accordingto Financial Tribune.

US President Donald Trump
announced on May 8 his withdrawal
fromthenuclear deal Iran had signed
withworld powersin2015androlled
outanew sanctionsregime against

Tehran, described as “toughestever”
inthe following months.

The first round of renewed US
sanctions reimposed on Aug. 7
prohibitsIran’s purchase of USdollars
and precious metals, partofalarger
move thatattemptsto cut the country
off from the international financial
system.Asecond tranche of sanctions
onlran’soiland gas sectortookeffect
onNov.4.

Oil Factor

[ranwillseeits crude exportsseverely
curtailed forathird monthinJanuary,
asitisstruggling to find new buyers
amid fresh US sanctions even though

its traditional customers secured
waivers, according to tanker data
and industry sources.Iran’s crude
exportsin November plummeted to
below 1 million barrels per day, from
regularsales of 2.5 million bpd before
sanctions were imposed in May, and
taking them back to where they stood
duringthe previousround of sanctions
in2012-16, Reuterreported.

Buyers said plunging exports in
November, which will severely hit the
[slamic Republic’sbudgetrevenues,
were caused by a total lack of clarity
of whatvolumesthey were allowed to
purchase underthe new US sanctions.

India’s second largestrefiner by capacity, Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd. (BPCL), plans to
import 1 million barrels of Iranian oil in both February and March after a gap of three months, said R

Ramachandran, director refineries of BPCL.The company believes Iranian oil is the best oil to source at

presentgiven the freight, insurance and delivery benefits they provide, India’s Financial Express Daily
reported.Despite USunilateral sanctionsimposed on Iran, BPLC had ordered more one million barrels
of oil from the Islamic Republic of Iran.“Itgives us abenefit of 60-70 cents per barrel. For any competitor

theywill have to first match them before they can make any inroads,” Ramachandran said.
Presently, Indiais thelargestcustomer for Iranian crude oil after China andis of the countries thatdid
notcutitsrelationship with the Islamic Republic of Iranin the US previous sanctionsimposed on Iran.

Iran not to comply withillegal US
sanctions: Qil Minister

Iranwillnotbe complying with the “fullyillegal” US sanctions,
Iranian Oil Minister Bijan Zanganeh said, inyetanother
defiantstatement from Tehran after the American sanctions
onlran’soiland shippingindustry snapped backin early
November.

“We believe that we should not comply with the illegal
sanctionsagainstIran,” Reuters quoted Zanganeh as saying
atajointpress conference with Iraq’s Oil Minister Thamer
Ghadhban duringavisitto Baghdad.
Whileitstays under US sanctions, Iran will notbe discussing
the volume or the destination of its oil exports, the Iranian oil
ministersaid.
During his visit to Iraq, Zanganeh discussed with his
counterpartcooperationindifferentareas, “especially on oil
issues,” the Iranian ministersaid.
Meanwhile, Iraq’s minister Ghadhban said Iraqand Iranare

withneighboringIran.

jointly exploring two oil fields shared by the two countries,
despite US efforts toisolate Iran from global oil markets.
Hesaid Iraqishonoringan existing exploration agreement

Since the US sanctions on Iran’s oil entered into force on
November 5, Iran has continuously underlined thatthe United
States willnotbe able to choke offallits oil exports.

A month afterthe sanctions werereinstated, Iran’s First Vice-
President Eshaq]ahangirisaid thatthe Iranian government
could manage the country even withoutrelying on oil export
revenues.Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani, meanwhile,
reiterated in early December thatthe US cannotstop Iranfrom
exportingits 0il.“The United States said it would stop Iran’s
oilexportand businessrelations, making Iranisolated, butit
couldnotdoitanditwon’tbeabletoseverourrelationswith
the peoplesoftheregion,” Rouhanisaidinanaddress.
“Wewill sell our oiland they can’t stop us from doing this, said
Rouhaniadding, “Ifthe USwantsto stop our oil sales, no oil will
be exported from the Persian Gulf”
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Production of rich gas has
started from the firstoffshore
platform of phase 22-24 of
the supergiant South Pars
gasfield, the project manager
said.According to Pars Oil
and Gas Company (POGC),
the platformis operational
and canrecover 14.2 million
cubic meters per day of
natural gas from the massive
jointfield in the Persian Gulf.
Farhad Izadjou, operator of
the phase’s development
project,said all the operations

IstSouth Pars phase 24-22
platform online

concerning hookup and
commissioningofthe phase’s
platform were carried out
by Iranian experts who
registered anewrecord in
startingup the structure.

He said the gas recovered
fromthe phase was carried to
onshorerefining facilities via
a32-inchseapipeline which
stretched 110 kilometers.
Four platformsare scheduled
tobeinstalled atthe phase
each supplying 14.2 mcm/d,
headded.
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Agrowthof
46%onIME’s

trading volume
During weekdays
ending up to
January 10, while
403,663 MT of
commodities worth
over $381 million
were traded on
Iran Mercantile
Exchange, the
tradingvolume and
value experienced
growth of 46
and 26 percent,
respectively.
According to the
report from IME
International

Affairs and PR,
last week, on the
domestic and

export metal and
mineral trading
floor of IME,
194,319 MT of
various products
worth close to $182
million were traded.
On this trading
floor, 188,410 MT
of steel, 2,280 MT
ofcopper, 3,500 MT
of aluminum, 120
MT of molybdenum
concentrates,9 MT
of precious metal
concentratesaswell
as one kg of gold
bullionwere traded
by customers.The
report declares
that on domestic
and exportoil and
petrochemical
trading floors
of IME, 206,608
MT of different
commodities with
the total wvalue
of $190 million
were traded.On
this trading floor,
77,725 MT of VB
feed stock, 52,497
MT of bitumen,
47,960 MT of
polymer products,
22,108 MT of
chemical products,
6,370 MT of sulfur,
140 MT of argon
aswell as 250 MT
ofinsulation were
traded.Moreover,
ontheagricultural
trading floor of
IME  witnessed
trading 2,294 MT
of certificates of
deposit for maize

was traded by
customers.
=}
GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE
1,287.8%
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T
Spokesman

Denies Rumors
of Iran’s JCPOA
Pullout

Iran’s Foreign Ministry
spokesperson quashed
rumorsabout Tehran’s
withdrawal from the
2015nucleardealand
aboutForeign Minister
Mohammad Javad
Zarif’sresignation.
In aninterview with
ISNA on Saturday,
Bahram Qassemi
strongly denied
rumors about
Zarif’s resignation,
disagreementbetween
the foreign minister
and President Hassan
Rouhani, and Iran’s
pullout from the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA).

He dismissed the
idea that Zarif is
goingtoresign or that
there is a division
between the Foreign
Ministry and the
administration, saying
certain elements
inside the country are
insanely spreading
false news to weaken
the Foreign Ministry
and its hardworking
personnel.As for
rumors that Iran is
going withdraw from
thenuclearagreement,
the spokesman
said it seems that
certain groups are
“systematically”
fomenting mental
chaos in the society
and disrupting the
market to favor the
profiteers.“They
are attempting to
spread biased and
false news to create
negative psychological
atmosphere
in the market/
Qassemi deplored,
underscoring thatany
decision about the
nuclear deal comes
within the purview
of the high council
monitoring the JCPOA.
In May 2018, US
President Donald
Trump pulled his
country out of the
JCPOA, which was
achievedin 2015 after
years of negotiations
between Iran and the
Group 5+1 (Russia,
China, the US, Britain,
Franceand Germany).
Following the US exit,
[ranand theremaining
partieslaunched talks
tosavetheaccord.
Iranian officials have
said the country
will remain in the
JCPOA as long as the
nuclear deal servesits
interests.

Iran's Zarifdue in Iraq for official visit to discuss

economic, political ties
Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarifis due in Iraq for an official
visitto hold talks with the Arab country's senior officials on ways to promote
political and economicrelations.Heading a high-ranking politico-economic
delegation, Zarifis to set off for Baghdad on Sunday, Iranian Foreign Ministry
Spokesman Bahram Qassemi said.He added thatsenior managers of dozens
of major private and public companies would accompany the top Iranian
diplomat.Zarifis expected to hold talks with high-ranking Iraqi officials and
attend ajointmeeting ofthe two countries’ businessmeninseveral Iraqi cities,
particularly Karbala and Sulaymaniyah, the Iranian spokesperson noted.

Pompeo says good outcome possible for both Turkey

and Syrian Kurds

U.S.Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said on Saturday he was optimistic thata “good
outcome” could bereached between Turkeyand Syrian Kurdish groups, after speaking
to the Turkish foreign minister. “We recognize the Turkish people’s right to defend
their country from terrorists, but we also know thatthose... who are not terrorists
and fighting alongside us for all this time deserve to be protected,” Pompeo told
reporters.“Thereare many detailstobe worked outbutlam optimisticwe canachievea
good outcome,” he said.Relationsbetweenthe two NATOallieshave been strained over
U.S.backing for the Kurdish YPG, which Turkey views as an extension of the outlawed
Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) waginga decades-longinsurgency on Turkish soil.

Major European firms reject US-
led calls to boycott Huawei

Major European countries and telecom companies have

rejected US-led calls foraboycott of Chinese electronics giant

Huawei, dismissing accusations thatthe company usesits

equipmentto spy for Beijing.

The allegations against the
Chinese telecom company
were leveled after Poland’s
counterintelligence service
arrested Wang Weijing,a Huawei
employee, alongwith aformer
Polishsecurity official on January
8.
Eventhoughnoevidenceofspying
activities has been produced
publicly and the company has
repeatedly denied such claims,
theallegationshaveled several
Western governmentstorestrict
Huawei’saccesstotheirnational
markets, with Washington
pushingits European allies to
block Huawei from telecom
networks amid awider dispute
overtrade with China.
Polandhasinsisted, however; that
thespyingchargeswererelatedto
individualactionsandnotdirectly

May Warns of
Catastrophe
If Lawmakers
Don’t Back
Brexit Deal

British Prime Minister Theresa
May has warned lawmakers
that failure to back her plan
toleave the European Union
would be catastrophic for
Britain, in a plea for support

connected withtheinternational
Chinese corporation.

Polish Interior MinisterJoachim
Brudzinski said in a radio
interview with local media on
Saturday that, “We want to have
good, intensive and attractive
relations with China; it'sahuge
market.”

The Chinese electronics giant
terminated Wang'semployment
onSaturdayand said hisalleged
actions “have norelation to the
company, addingthatthe former
employee “hasbrought Huawei
intodisrepute.”
Germanyhasseen ‘noevidence’ of
spyingby Huawei

German news magazine Der
Spiegel said Germany — whichis
under pressure from Washington
toboycott Huawei — had seen
“no evidence” thatthe Chinese

two days ahead of a vote in
parliamentthatsheisexpected
tolose.Lawmakers are set to
vote on May’s Brexitdeal on
Tuesday,aftersheshelved plans
foravotein Decemberwhen it
became clear thatnotenough
lawmakers fromherown party
or otherswould backthe deal
she agreed with Brussels.May
lookslittle closertosecuringthe
supportsheneeds, butwriting
inthe Sunday Express she said

company could useitsequipment
tospy for Beijing.

Additionally, Germany’s Deutsche
Telekom hasannounced a deal
with Huawei for its future 5G
networkinPoland.

Portugal praises Huawei
Portugal signed a deal with
Huawei in December 2018
during a visit by Chinese
PresidentXi]Jinping, praisingthe
Chinese company’s “know-how,
competence, talent,and capacity
todeveloptechnologyandinvest”
inthesouthern Europeancountry.
‘Huaweiequipmentnever found
tobeatfault’

lawmakers mustnotletdown
the people whovoted for Brexit.
“Doing so would be a
catastrophicand unforgivable
breach of trust in our
democracy,” May said, Reuters
reported.“So my message to
Parliament this weekend is
simple:itistime to forgetthe
games and dowhatisrightfor
ourcountry”

On Friday, her foreign minister
Jeremy Huntsaid Brexitmight

According to AFP, telecom
operatorsacross Europehavealso
dismissed the security concerns.
“Everywherein Europe, operators
arethetargetofhuge controls
in that area and Huawei’s
equipmenthasneverbeenfound
tobeatfault,”aspokespersonata
Europeanoperatoranonymously
told AFP.

“Huaweiismuch more expensive
today than its competitors
butit’s also much better,” the
spokespersonsaid. The quality
of Huawei’s equipment “is
really ahead” of its European
competitors,headded.

nothappenatallifMay’s deal
wasdefeated.

Britain, theworld’sfifthlargest
economy,is scheduled to quit
the European Union on March
29.The Sunday Timesreported
that rebel lawmakers were
planningtowrestcontrol ofthe
legislative agenda away from
May next week with a view to
suspendingor delaying Brexit,
citing a senior government
source.

reactor fuel

fromscratch.”

Iran begins designingupgraded %20

Iran’snuclear chiefSalehisaid Sun. thatfirststeps have been
taken for the designing ofan upgrade version of 20% enriched
uranium fuel, which is more efficient than the fuel already
usedin Tehrannuclearreactor.

Head of the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran (AEOI), Ali
Akbar Salehi, hailed the country’s progress in the nuclear
energy sector,adding “we have made so much progressin the
field of nuclear knowledge and industry thatinstead of using
reverse engineering, we can now design anew reactor fuel

Hesaid Tehrannuclearreactorusedtorunonanolderversion
offuel, butthe new design for the 20% fuel will increase the

reactor’s efficiency.

Salehiadded thatthe countryisontheverge of designing the
new, upgraded fuel thatcanbe used inany reactor.
“Designingreactorshasnowbecomeavery possible task for

theIranian experts,” he said.

Thenuclear chiefthennoted the Iranian nuclear scientists’
success at producing the raw material for the tracer FDG
(fluorodeoxyglucose), whichisused in PET scan,adding “the
raw material for FDG is Oxygen-18, which we succeeded in
producingin Arakreactor with 95% purity.”

Headded once the hydrolysis stage is completed, Iran willno
longerneed to export Oxygen-18.

“Our production capability in this field hasincreased to the
extentthat we can exporta partofour products to other

countries,” Salehi maintained

NEWS

Iranenvoy slams EU

approach to terrorism

Iranian Ambassadorto Denmarkinarecent
Twitter message has criticized Europe’s double
standard in its approach toward the fight
againstterrorism.

Morteza Moradian blasted in his tweet on
Saturday, what he described as ‘fighting
terrorism Europeanstyle’.

‘Hosting an array of terrorist groups and
ironicallyimposition of sanctions onthe victims
ofthe very same groups and atthe same time
assuming the gesture of fighting terrorism
while usingitas atool, are tantamount to
following a double standard policyin dealing
with terrorism, Moradian wrote.

Such an approach is not acceptable, he
reiterated.

‘Europe cannotshrugoffits responsibility by
makingaccusationsagainstIran.’headded
Dutchgovernmenthasaccused Iran ofdirecting
two political assassinationsin the Netherlands,
which triggered EU sanctions against Tehran’s
militaryintelligence service.

This is while, Iran’s Foreign Ministry
spokesman condemned European Union’s
‘irrational and surprising decision to sanction
some Iranian nationals’, saying this shows
thatthe EUisnothonestinitsclaim to fight
terrorism.

‘Instead of putting criminal terror groups, such
asthe Mujahedin-e Khalq Organization (MKO,
aka MEK) and Alahvazieh, on their sanctions
list, the EU gives them a free hand to do their
anti-human and terroristactions and even
supportsthem, Bahram Qasemisaid.
‘However, they accuse Iran, to whom they owe
alot.Iranisthe pioneer ofthe fightagainst
terrorism and Europe owesitssecurity to Iran,
hereiterated.

Rumorson Hassan
Nasrallah heartattack

dismissed

The Special Assistantto the Speaker of the
Iranian Parliament for International Affairs
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian has strongly
dismissed the rumors overthe cardiac problem
of Secretary General of Hezbollah Seyed Hassan
Nasrallah.

In a twitter message on Sunday, Amir-
Abdollahian rebuked the “false rumors by
Zionists” concerning the Hezbollah leader’s
hospitalization, saying, “The claims by Zionists
over Seyed Hassan Nasrollah’sillnessand heart
attackis[infact] thebiglie ofthenewyear.”
“Indeed, the day when Seyed Hassan Nasrallah
and otherresistance leaders of Palestine will
say prayersin Al-Aqsa Mosque, there willbe no
Zionistsaround,” headded.

Zionist-backed mediareported on Saturday
thatthe Hezbollahleaderhad beenhospitalized
in Beirutdue to suffering fromaheartattack.

Iranian Cruise Missile to Be

Delivered to IRGC: Deputy

Defense Minister

Iran’s Deputy Defense Minister General Qassem
Tagizadeh said ahomegrown long-range cruise
missile dubbed ‘Soumar’is goingto be delivered to
the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC).
Speaking to the Tasnim News Agency, General
Tagizadeh pointed to the latest measures toboost
Iran’s military capabilities and said there have been
some contracts to deliver the domestically made
advanced tank “Karrar” to the IRGCand Army.

Karrarisaclass ofIranian tanks thatenjoys modern
technologies. Its earlier version is already in
service, together with otherlocally-made tanks

like Zolfaqgar.

The deputy minister furtherreferredtothedelivery of
ofthe Soumar missiles to the Armed Forces and said
mostofthe cruise missiles will be handed over to
the IRGC.
The ground-launched cruise missile, which
was unveiled in March 2015, enjoys modern
technologies in navigation, propulsion and
structure.
Iranian military experts and technicians have

inrecentyears

made

headways in
manufacturing
a broad range
indigenous
equipment,
making
armed
sphere.
Tehran has always assured other nations that
its military might poses no threatto regional

great

the
forces

-sufficientin the arms

countries, saying that the Islamic Republic’s

defensedoctrineis entirelybased ondeterrence.




Headlines

wrestlingleague

Indian wrestlingleague.

5000 Rials

Iranianrefree tojudge at Indian

Wrestling Federation of India has sentan invitation to Iran’s
Olympic-level referee Mohammad-Ebrahim Emamitojudge atthe

Emami, whois aninternational referee and chairman of Iran’s
refereeing committee, will leave for Indiain a few days after he receives
confirmation from the Iranian Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports.

Inrecentyears, Indian wrestlingleague has become popular with many world champions
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ParliamentHeshmatollah
Falahatpisheh, is set
to confer with senior
officials from Syria on
boosting parliamentary
ties between the two
countriesinpost-ISILera.
The National Security
and Foreign Policy
Commission has held
several politico-economic
meetings with Syrianand
Iraqiofficialsto enhance
bilateral ties with them,
especially after the crises
they have been dealing
with.

and the well-known wrestlers from Russia, Georgia, Ukrain, Azerbaijan, Belarus and Turkey

Spokesman Denies Rumors of
Iran’s JCPOA Pullout

IranTea Exports at12.6k'Tons Since March

Iranexported 12,600 tons of teato 34 countries since the

beginningofthe currentIranianyear (March2018,21).

2019 Budget
Bill outlines
approvedin

Parl.

Based onthe H1 tea export prices, this
amountofexportisestimated tobe worth
around 16.8$ million.

According to Habibollah Jahansaz, the
head of Iran Tea Organization, India,
Iraq, Turkmenistan, Afghanistan, Russia,
Uzbekistan, Australia, France, Canada,
Spain, Turkey, Czech Republic, Azerbaijan
and Georgia were the main export
destinations for Iranian tea over the nine-
month period, ILNAreported on Friday.
This year’s tea harvestseason ended on
Oct.22andatotal of 112,000 tons of fresh
tealeaves worth more than 2.2 trillion
rials (around 15$ million) were bought
from farmers, according to Financial
Tribune.

“Despite the frostthatsetin during the
spring and the water shortage we faced

thisyear, production sawa %4 increase in
weight compared withlastyear. The dried
and processed teaamounted to 20,600
tons,” he said.

The government has a guaranteed
purchase systemin place for many crops,
including tea, to build up its strategic
reserves and control prices in the
domestic market.

Teaundergoes three harvestsayear: the
springharvestthatstartsinlate April, the
second in summer begins early Juneand
thelastoneisinautumnand startslate
September.

Tea is cultivated in Iran’s northern
provinces of Gilanand Mazandaran where
50,000 families earn theirliving from tea
farming on more than 25,000 hectares.
Closeto %95 ofteaorchardsinIranare
rain-fed.Iranalsoimportstea, mainly from
India, Sri Lankaand Kenya.

Iranians consumearound 105,000 tons of
teaannually.

The generalities of the budgetbill for the nextIranian calendar yearin 1398 (to start
March2019,21) were approved in the Parliament this morning on Jan. 13.Majority of
[ranian parliamentarians gave ayes vote to the outlines of the bill. Member of Parliament
Ali-Asghar Yousefnejad made theaboveremarksandadded, “generalities of 2019 Budget
Bill were approved by parliamentarians with 22 votes in favorand 16 againstvotes as

wellas two abstention votes out of totally 40 votes.»Iranian President Hassan Rouhani
submitted 2019 Budget Bill to the [ranian Parliament on Dec. 25.

No Place for Israeli Athletes in Malaysia, PM Says

Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad said
thatthereis “no place forIsraeliathletes in Malaysia,”
refusingtoissue entryvisas for the Israeli swimming
team.

Mohamad said recently that his country would
notissue entry visasto Israeliathletes scheduled
to participate in the World Paralympic Swimming
Championship 2019 this summer, Middle East
Monitor reported on Saturday.The prime minister
also stressed that, ifinresponse to his stance the
organizersdecided to cancel the event, “they cando
so”.TheIsraeli Olympic Committee has putpressure
on Malaysia to issue visas for its members, but

Malaysia hasrefused todo so.Italso putpressure
ontheevent’sorganizersto obtain the visas, butto
no avail.Deputy Malaysian Sports Minister, Sim Hee
Kyung, said last week that his country would not
allow the Israeliathletes to enter the country, citing
the “clear” Malaysian policy regarding dealings with
Israel.The minister stressed, “The government will
maintain its steadfast positionregarding thisissue
asameans to protestagainstthe continuous Israeli
oppression of the Palestinian people.”For over 50
years, Malaysia has rejected normalizing ties with
Israel due to huge popular support for Palestine
among the Malaysian population.

IranTests Advanced Satellite Prototype: Official

The assistant director of the Iranian Space

Agency announced thatthe country has tested
the flying prototype ofanadvanced homegrown
satellite due tobelaunchedinto orbitin thenear

future.

Inremarks released on Sunday, Mina Bayat said
several rounds of maneuvers have been conducted
to testthe performance of the ground stations of the
satellite dubbed “Dousti (friendship)”.

The official said the flying prototype of the satellite
wasalso tested on Saturday again.
Iranhasinrecentyears made greatheadways in the
space technology thanks to the efforts made by its
local scientists.

The country successfullylauncheditsfirstindigenous
data-processing satellite, Omid (Hope), into orbitin
February20009.

InFebruary 2017, Iranian President Hassan Rouhani
unveiled 3 newachievementsinthe spaceindustry,
including Payam, whichhasbeen made in Tehran’s
Amirkabir University of Technology with the mission
to take surveyingimages atresolutions below 40
meters. Equipped with a range of homegrown
technologies, the satellite will go into orbit with a
local carrier.

InJuly 2017, Iraninaugurated the Imam Khomeini
National Space Center with the successful test-launch
ofahomegrown satellite carrier dubbed Simorgh.
The center,home to Iran’s first fixed launch platform,
administrates the development, launch, and
navigation of Iranian satellite carriers.

US Congresswoman Removes Israel from Map in Office

Rashida Tlaib, the
congresswoman, made a change to the map

first Palestinian

ofher congressional office in Washington, DC,

replacingIsrael with Palestine.

After Tlaib,a Democratfrom Michigan, sworein front
of Congresslast Thursday, a BuzzFeed reporter, who
wastouringthe congresswoman’s new office, noticed

a“slightchange” onthe map hungonthewall.

One ofthe pictures posted by the reporter on Twitter
revealed thatsomeone, perhapsnot Tlaib herself,
placed a sticker, with the word Palestine onitand
accompanieditbyanarrowdirected tothe occupation
state’sspot.

Tlaib began her mission in the US Congress by
promisingto startworking onthe process of sacking
President Donald Trump, who shereferred to using
an offensive word.

Iran Summons Polish Envoy over Planned Anti-Iran Meeting

Iran’s Foreign Ministry called in Poland’s charge
d’affairestovoice protestatthe European country’s
decisiontohostaconference thatthe USisgoingto
hold againstIran nextmonth.

Poland’s charge d’affaires in Tehran was summoned
totheIranian Foreign Ministry on Saturday in protest
ataso-called conference on Middle East peace and
security thatthe United Statesis goingto hold jointly
with Poland in Warsaw on February 13 and 14.
Inthe meeting, the director of the Iranian Foreign
Ministry’s department for Eastern Europe affairs
voiced protestto the Polish government for working
withthe USto hostthe planned anti-Iran conference,
saying, “Thisisahostile US move againstthe Islamic
Republicoflran,and Poland is expected to refrain
from keeping the US company in holding such a

conference.”

In response, the Polish diplomat provided an
explanation for the conference, sayingitwould not
beananti-Iran gatheringand that Poland’s stances
differ from the American officials’ recentcomments.
The Iranian official said the explanation was
“insufficient”, stressing that the Polish government
must take immediate action to make up for the
decision, otherwise “the Islamic Republic of Iran will
haveto takeretaliatory measures.”

Pointing to the historical ties between Tehran and
Warsaw, the Polish charge d’affaires said he would
convey Iran’s message to Polish officials.

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
has denounced the planned eventin Poland asa
“desperateanti-Iran circus.”
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