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Rehnan
neighborhood;
placeof

makmgbread'

Rahnan is the 11th
districtoflsfahan which
is located between
Khomeini Shahr and
the center of Isfahan, it
was considered as an
independentcity and
one of the Khomeini
Shahr’s counties till
2003.
Accordingtotheelders,
Rahnan city had four
castles in the past
datingbackto Sassanid
era,nowadaysno trace
remained of those
castlesinthe vicinity
of Kohandezh.Jameh
Qiblatain  mosque
and 2 small and big
bathhouses adjacent
to each other known
as Chehel-Sotoun
bathhouseare the only
historical monuments
of Rahnan.
Accordingto the scroll
of Sheikh Bahaie,
Rahnan had 24 share
from Zayande-Rood
River. This area is

located between
Khomeini Shahr
Countyand Isfahan city,

which ends to Imam
Khomeini Street from
the east and to Jooy
Abad area of Khomeini
Shahr County from the
west and northwest.
From the south it
leads to Kohandezh
Street, and it also
ends up to Babookan
road from the north.
Rahnan is connected
with the neighboring
areas through the five
main streets of Sharif
Sharghi, Derakhshan,
Imam Reza, Shahid
Beheshti, and
Kohandezh square.
Rahnanitselfincludes
oldneighborhoodslike
Chahar Shah, Zajan,
Tahooneh, Mashadeh,
and Drab-e Meidan, that
each ofthemhasmany
agriculturallands.

The etymology of this
city is described in 2
ways; in one of the old
droughts, therequired
flour of the province
was supplied form this
area due to the high
planting of wheat, so
thisregion was called
“Rah-e Nan” or “Rah
Nan” which mean the
place of makingbread,
and some people also
believe that due to the
good quality of the soil
ofthisareaanditsgood
products,locals called
“Re”forwheatandrice,
sothisareawas called
“Renan’”.

Churches Of Isfahan:Symbol OfCoexistence
OfChristians And Muslims

" Bedkhem Church

The Bedkhem Church is an Armenian
Apostolic church in the Julfa quarterin
Isfahan, Iran. One of the mostimportant
historical churches of the city, itbelongs to
the Shah AbbasIera.The churchislocatedin
theJulfasquarenear SaintMary Church. The
Bedkhem churchwasbuiltbyan Armenian
merchantnamed Khaje Petros. There are
decorations and paintings on its walls
depictingthelife of Jesus. The 72 exquisite
paintings, painted by Armenian artists, are
presented intworows.Inthelowerrowthe
paintings are painted sequentially, butin
the upperrow,each paintingisinaseparate
frame.

The architecture and the gilded decorations
ofthe church’sdome are notable. Inside the
church, there are inscriptionsin Armenian
which date back to 1627 and 1711. The
inscriptions are installed in remembrance of
those who performed charitable work for the
church.

Onthe southern portal thereisaninscription
as follows:Pray for Khaje Petros, who was a
good man, inthe presence of God? He built this
churchbyhisown personal expenditure for the
immortality ofhis name and his father’sname
(ValiJan) and his mother’s name (Shoushan)
and his family’snamein 1077 (inthe Armenian
calendar which is 1627 in the Gregorian
calendar).

The church hasthree parts:The entrance toa
balcony which seems to have been a special
place for engaging girls.The chapel, above
whichisthedome.The apse.The churchhasa
rectangular plan. The doorsare 31 mlongand
14mhigh.Itsdomeis 26 in height. Opposite the
church, thereisacourtyard with two entrances.

‘" St.Mary Church
The St. Mary Church is the second oldest
churchinlsfahanlocated directly across from
Bethlehem Church. This church hasbeen built
around Hakop Church, whichis considered the
oldest churchinIsfahan.In 1606, Armenian
immigrants who fled from Julfain Nakhchivan,
now an exclave of the Republic of Azerbaijan,
and the Ottoman massacre of the early 1600s,
settled onthe southernbank ofZayandeh River.
One ofthefirstthings theseimmigrants did was
tobuild places of worship intheirnew homein
the NewJolfaquarter.In 1613, the Armenians
of]Jolfabeganthe construction ofthis St. Mary
Church. Thisrectangular Safavid era church has

domed halls,a chiefcharacteristic of Armenian
architecture. The main dome ofthis church has
fourlightwells resting on wide pillars, which
divideitinto threesections. Thealtar of the St.
Mary Churchislocated inthe eastand s flanked
by the two chambers. Brickand mud brickare
the main material used in the construction
of this church. Plaster has been used on the
walls of the church which are decorated with
paintings featuringbiblical scenes. The church
alsohastwo 300-year-old Venetian oil paintings
hanginginits chapel. The St. Mary Church has
aterrace with 20 pillars on three sides. These
pillarshave beenadorned with colorful, glazed
tiles. Abell tower was erected in the churchin
1848.Thereisasmall chapel named Stephanos
to the south of St. Mary Church. As this church
hasbeen named after the Virgin Mary, it has
always been popular among the women of
Jolfa who have for centuries come to it for
prayers every Wednesday. On the Wednesday
before Easter, itis the custom of the women
ofJolfa to walk barefoot to this church. In the
northern partofthe St. Mary Church, there is
another smaller church called Hakop, which
was builtin 1607 and is considered to be the
oldest Christian place of worship in Isfahan.
This church was shapedlike a crucifixbutlost
oneofitsarmsin 1843. The church hasthree
domeswiththemiddle onebeingthelargestof
thethree. The churchis made of mudbrickand
hasasimple exterior. The walls of thismodest
churchare covered in plaster. Hakop Church
hasverysimpletile workdecorations. Thereare
two Armenianinscriptions datingbackto 1607
aboveits entrance.St. Mary and Hakop Church
Complexareregistered National Heritage Sites.

i saint George Church

Saint George Church or Gevork’s churchinJolfa
was builtin the Safavid era. The foundation
stones of this church, which was constructed in
1611, were taken from Etchmiadzin Cathedral
in Armenia upon the order of the Safavid
ruler Shah AbbasI(1571-1629). Because of
these stones, Saint George Churchisasacred
pilgrimage site for Armenians. The building of
thisrectangular-shaped churchincorporates
elementsof Armenianand Iranianarchitecture.
Thereisabeautiful piece of tilework depicting
the Adoration ofthe Magiabove the entrance
ofthe church whichwas placed therein1719.
Thewooden cross which once hungabove the
alter ofthe church hasbeen movedto the Vank
Museum due toitshistoricalimportance.

‘' Vank Cathedral
The biggestofthe churches of Isfahan, Vank

Cathedral (Holy Savior Cathedral) was built
by Armenians, who fled the Ottoman massacre
ofthe early 1600s and found anew home in
the city’sJolfa quarter on the southern bank of
Zayandeh River.

About 150,000 Armenians fled from Julfa in
Nakhchivan, now an exclave of the Republic
of Azerbaijan, and settled in Isfahanin 1606,
where Safavid monarch, Shah AbbasI (1571-
1629) gave them refuge and named their new
home New Jolfa. One of the first buildings
constructed by Armenianimmigrantsin New
Jolfawas Vank Cathedral. The construction
of this cathedral beganin 1606 and it was
completedin 1664. Withits domed sanctuary,
Vank Cathedralincorporates elements of 17th-
century Safavid and Islamicarchitecture. The
interior of the cathedralis covered in fine oil
paintingsinspired by the works ofItalianartists,
gilded carvings, rich tile work and floral motifs
inthe style of Persian miniature paintings.
The Cathedral also includes stones from the
demolished churches of Julfain Nakhchivan.
One of the most outstanding features of this
churchisits Heaven and Hell mural. The blue
and gold painted central dome depicts the
Biblical story of creation and man’s expulsion
from Eden. The exterior of the cathedral, unlike
itsinterior, is made of brick and lacks any
decorations.

The cathedral complexincludesabell tower
erectedin 1702, a printing press established
by Archbishop Khachatour Kesaratsi in
1636, alibrary containing 25,000 volumes
established in 1884 and a museum opened
in 1905, whichincludes aseries of paintings
by European artists donated to the museum,
handwritten manuscripts, edicts by Safavid and
otherIranian monarchsaboutthe Armenians
of Iran, tapestries, maps, photographs,
Safavid costumes and items of ethnological
significance, which display the different
aspects of Armenian life. The bell tower was
builtinthe courtyard during the reign of Sultan
Husayn (1668-1726) and 38 years after the
Cathedral. The tower, which was funded by an
Armenian merchant,islocated directly across
from the entrance of the church. The graves
ofan Armeniansoldier and areligious leader
arelocated under this tower. The courtyard
ofthe cathedral also housesamemorial slab
erected inmemory ofthe 1.5 million Armenians
massacred in 1915. A number of famous
Armeniansincludingafewarchbishopsaswell
as European emissaries who passed away in
Isfahanhavebeenlaid torestinthe cathedral’s
courtyard.

Garmehvillageisapopulartouristattraction situated 400
kmeastofIsfahanattheheartofIran. Thevillageisafantastic
placetowalkaround; you can enjoy wanderingin palmtrees
gardens. Climbingthe nearestmountain orhill tohaveagood
view over thevillageisalsoawonderful thingsto do.

An Ancient castle, a cemetery, shrines, and an ossuary of
Zoroastrians are the spectacular ancientattractionsin
Garmehvillage. The Sassanid castle, whichislocated inthe
center of thevillage, is one of the most famous historical site
in Garmehvillage. Theancient castleand the mosqueinthe
villageare more thousand year’s old which are really worth
seeing. Theinterestingthingaboutthevillageisaspringfrom
whichthe cold water flows. Whenyou stand in the water little
fishinside the springwill dancearoundyour feetand create
averynicescene.

Maziar Residence; Fireplace (Ateshooni)
Garmehvillageistied with the name of Maziar. Maziar, along
with his French wife and his parents,abandoned urban life
and converted hisancestralhouseintoabeautiful residence
for desert-lovers.

Knowingtheregion and beingavirtuoso, hereconstructed
anoldhouseand converteditintoan ecotourismresidence
for desertlover; Maziarand his sympatheticfriends caused
tourism boomand also prosperityin surrounding villages.
Thename of this beautiful residence is Atashooni which
meanssoireearound the fire. Ateshooniresidence has seven
beautiful decorated rooms. “Inamed this400-year-old house
Ateshooniwhichmeanssoireearound the firein Zoroastrian
language.Thave gotthelicense ofthe eco-tourismresidence
12yearsago; during this time, many domestic and foreign
tourists have come here and got familiar with the culture
and nature ofthearea,” he said about this residence.The
mostinteresting pointis that this eco-tourismresidence
isregistered in the world’s tourist guidebook, LONELY
PLANET; today the tourists all around the world are in
contactwith Maziar Aledavood through LONELY PLANET.

WHERETO STAY

Noghli Historic House:
The Smallest House
With'The Qajar Dynasty
Architecture

Noghli Traditional Touristic Residency, including
“Noghli HistoricHouse” as the smallesthouse with
the Qajar Dynasty architecture registered national
code 10255 consists of : funnel, balcony, cellar, two
smallyards with 8 rooms and also “Rezvaniyan
HistoricHouse” with thearchitecture called Gowdal
Baghcheh, havingbalcony, kitchen, diningroom,
cellar,an entrance vestibule with 7 rooms , which
totallymeans 15 rooms suitable toaccommodate
40 guests, hospitablywelcomesyou dear overlords.
Amongthe manyhostelsthatyoucan find in Kashan,
Noghli Hostelin Kashan orasthelocals callitNoghli
Houseis one of the most popular ones. The main
reason behind the hostel’s popularityisits Hostel
in Kashan very friendly and helpful staff; you
cannotimagine how far they go to help the foreign
tourists outinall sorts of problems they face on
theirtrip. Generally speaking, peoplein Kashanare
deservedly known fortheir hospitalityand warmth.
Butin my opinion, Noghli Hostel in Kashanishome
tothebestexamples of Persian Hospitality which
isIran’s number one touristattraction.” Noghli
Traditional Touristic Residency “asamember of
Iranlocaland cultural cluster, observing the law
and orders triesto presentalocalized patternin the
field of culture, tourism, and industry considering
theidentityand ethnicculture,and also to have the
undying developmentand respectinglocal society.
Noghli Hostel in Kashan’s Location
Anotherfactorthathas contributed to Noghli Hostel
in Kashan’s popularityis the very goodlocation of
thishostel. Thelocation of this hostel in Kashan is
soconvenientthatitgivesyouveryeasyaccesstoall
thetouristattractionsin this small city.




EU Determined to Implement
JCPOA‘s Economic Aspect:
Austrian Envoy

The Austrianambassador to Tehran underlined the importance
ofthe European Union’s Thursday move to allocate 18 million
euros (20.6$ mln) to supportIran, saying the EU is resolved
toimplementthe “economicdimension” ofthe 2015 nuclear
dealknown asthe JCPOA. “EUisdetermined toimplementthe
JCPOA's economic dimension by partnering with #Iranin its
economictransformation toavibrantprivate sectorbased SME

supportofsustainable economicand social developmentin the
Islamic Republic ofIran, including 8€ million assistance to the
private sector.”

“Today's projects are the first of a wider package of 50€
million for Iran, aiming to supportthe country to address key
economicand social challenges,”itsaid, adding, “They are part
oftherenewed cooperation and engagementbetween the
European Union and Iran following the conclusion of the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).”

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Bahram Qassemi, however,
said theaidisrelated to Iran’s cooperation with the European
Union and has nothing to do with the EU’s expected package

measures.
Trump on August 6 signed an
executive order re-imposing
many sanctions on Iran, three
months after pulling out of the
Irannucleardeal.

He said the US policy is to levy
“maximum economic pressure” on
the country.Trump also restated his
opinionthatthe 2015 Irannucleardeal
wasa “horrible, one-sided deal”.

On May 8, the US president pulled his country out of the
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economy,” Stefan Scholz said on his Twitter account on Friday.
Inapressrelease on Thursday, the European Commission said
ithas “adopted afirst package of 18€ million for projectsin

NEWS

EUagrees 1Smillioneuro
developmentaid for Iran

The European Unionagreed 18 million euros ($20.6 mln) in
aidforIranon Thursday, includingfor the private sector, tohelp
offsettheimpactofU.S.sanctionsandsalvagea2015deal that
saw Tehranlimititsnuclearambitions.Theannouncement
ispartofthebloc’shigh-profile effortstosupportthenuclear
accord thatPresidentDonald Trump abandonedin May. Itis
partofawiderpackage of 50 million eurosearmarked forIran
inthe EUbudget, Reutersreported from Brussels.The EUis
workingtomaintaintrade with Iran,which hasthreatened to
stop complyingwiththenuclearagreementifitfailstoseethe
economicbenefitsofrelieffromsanctions.

Thebloc’s foreign policy chief FedericaMogherinisaidina
statementtheblocwas committed to cooperationwith Iran.
“Thisnewpackagewill widen economicandsectoralrelations
inareasthatareof directbenefittoourcitizens,’ shesaid.
Theblocwillspend 8 million euros on the Islamic Republic’s
private sector, includingassistance for smalland medium-
sized enterprisesand Iran’s Trade Promotion Organization.
Afurther 8 million euros will go to environmental projects
and 2 million eurostofightingharm caused by drugs.n’scities,
indicatinga1%jincreaseintermsofnumbers.

USlawmakersurge Treasury Dept.to
cutoffIranfrom SWIFT

Agroup of USsenatorsisurgingthe Departmentofthe
Treasury to cutoffIran’s financial institutions from Society
for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunication
Senator Ted Cruzand 15 other senatorssaidinaletter to
Treasury Secretary 'Weurgeyou to take allnecessary steps
to ensure the Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial
Telecommunication (SWIFT) disconnects the Central
BankofIran (CBI) and all other designated Iranian financial
institutions,' the lawmakers said, according to Sputnik.
The senators said the Trump administration’s maximum
pressure campaign against Iran will not succeed if the
Iranian governmentremains connected to the SWIFT.The
United States has authority to take such a decisive action
againstlranunder Section 220 of the Iran Threat Reduction
and Syria Human Rights Actof 2012, the senators noted.
The measuresallow the US presidenttoimpose sanctions
onindividuals providing specialized messaging services to
the Central Bank of Iranand all designated Iranian financial
institutions, pursuantto provisions inthe Comprehensive
Iran Sanctions, Accountability,and Divestment Actof 2010
and the International Emergency Economic Powers Act,
the lawmakers said.The letter was signed by Senators
Marco Rubio, Tom Cotton, John Barrasso, Mike Rounds, Ben
Sasse, Roger Wicker, Cindy Hyde-Smith, Todd Young, Ron
Johnson, Cory Gardner, Mike Enzi, Thom Tillis,JohnnyIsakson,
David Perdue, and Steve Daines.Iranis currently facing the
reintroduction of USsanctions. Theinitialround of sanctions
wentinto force earlierthis month, while the second roundis
expectedtotakeeffectinthefall.
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of economic measures to save the JCPOA.The EU has vowed
to counter Trump’s renewed sanctions on Iran, including by
means ofanewlaw to shield European companies from punitive

JCPOA, which was achieved in Viennain 2015 after years of
negotiationsamongIranand the Group 1+5 (Russia, China, the
US, Britain, France and Germany).

Huawei has crafted asleeper
hitbestlaptop of 2018 with its
MateBook X Pro,a surprisingly
sublime marriage of function
and form with few, ifany, flaws
to speak of for all audiences

both  professional and
prosumer.
“ Design

The MateBook X Pro’s design keeps the
premium feel ofits predecessoralive, featuring
analuminumunibody design with diamond-
cutedgesand asandblast finish. Thisresults
inalaptop thatundoubtedlylooksluxe-and
feelsthatwayaswell.

When closed, the MateBook X Pro is just
4.9mm (0.19inches) atits thinnestend, and
14.6mm (0.57 inches) atits thickest. All the
while, itweighsjust 1.33kg (2.93 pounds),
which - as Huaweiis keen to pointout -is
lighterthanthe MacBookAir’s 1.35kg.
Clearly, this is a slim and light-enough
laptop to comfortably carry around. Again,
the MateBook X Pro comes in two colors,
Space Gray and Mystic Silver,and both look
gorgeousup close. Of course, you'llhave to get
the priciestversionifyouwantthatsilver color
-atleastintheUS.

Whenusingthe MateBookXintherealworld,

thelightweightand portable chassis means
itcan comfortablybe clasped inahand while
rushing from meeting to meeting. Italso fits
inmostbackpacks - and even some tablet
compartments and sleeves. So, despite
considerable power contained within, it
remainsincrediblymobile.
Another welcome touch is that the laptop
opens withoutneeding to hold down the
bottom half. Simply wedge your thumb or
fingerunderthetop ofthe screenwhenclosed,
liftand, asifby Apple-magic, thelaptop opens
withnoawkward clamshell fumbles.

¥ Display
The-13.9inchIPS (in-plane switching) screen
now has impressively thin, 4.4mm bezels
surroundingit. Thiskeeps the overall size of
thelaptopdowntojustunder 12 incheswide.
Huawei claims that the MateBook X Pro is
theworld’s first ‘FullView’ notebook, with a
%91 screento body ratio.In comparison, the
original MateBook had aratio of %84. We're
serious fans of screens with tiny bezels, so by
giving over so much space to its display, the
MateBook X Prois undoubtedly eye-catching.
Infact, the bezels are so small that Huawei
came up with aunique placement for the
MateBook X Pro’'swebcam:it'sactuallyinthe
keyboardbeneathakeywithacameraiconon
it. Pressingthe key depressesalatch thatlets
the 720p cameraappear.
Thisdoesn’treally solve the whole ‘ChinCam’

Solution: NO 18
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problem we’ve seen onlaptopslike Dell XPS
13.Rather, itexacerbates the issue with this
new webcam position creatingan all new
'KnuckleCam' problem. Excited typing can
resultinrogue knucklesappearingon-screen
and, unlike the camera on the XPS 13, the
MateBook X Pro camera can'tbe tilted up or
down.Thatsaid, the ability to completely hide
away the webcam is excellent for privacy.In
thiswayitfeelslikeamore elegantand clever
solution other thin-bezellaptops.Now, back
tothatdisplay:it’snow atouchscreen with
snappy response and Gorilla Glass protection
tokeepitfrom gettingscratched.Italsohasa
3K(3,000x2,000) resolution,whichleadstoa
260 PPI (pixels perinch) pixel density. So, the
displayis plenty sharp, thoughyoumaynotice
thatitismore ‘square’than otherlaptops.
Thisisbecauseitfeaturesa3:2 aspectratio,
like the MateBook X before it, rather than the
mostcommonratio of 16:9.So, it offers more
vertical space than otherlaptops, which can
help with productivity, though watching
movies and TV on it will result in more
pronounced blackbarsatthe topand bottom
ofthedisplay thanmost.

No matter what you use it for, the screen
undoubtedlylooks sharp and vibrant, with
a450nitbrightnessable to combatsome
serious glare evenat %50 brightness and
1,500:1 contrast ratio for seriously deep
blacks.

British Airways, Air France to haltdirect
flights to Iran next month

What's News

eUSeconomy expected to
slow,damaged by trade war:
Reuterspoll

US economic growth will
slow steadily in coming
quarters after touching
afour-yearhighin April-
June,accordingtoaReuters
poll of economists, who
expect President Donald
Trump’stradewartoinflict
damage.

Boosted in part by $1.5
trillion of tax cuts passed
late last year, the US
economy expanded at
anannualized rate of 4.1
percent in the second
quarter, its strongest
performanceinnearly four
years.
Butthelatestpoll of more
than 100 economiststaken
August13-21showedthey
expectthe USeconomy to
losemomentumandtoend
nextyear growingatless
thanhalfthatrate.

The US economy was
forecastto grow 3 percent
inthe currentquarterand
2.7 percentinthe next,a
slight upgrade from the
previous poll.

Butthe short-termboost
to growth from tax cuts
was expected to wane.
Economiststrimmed their
growth projectionsacross
most quarters nextyear
leavingthe outlookbroadly
unchangedandvulnerable
to the trade conflict with
China.

“The trade measures
taken by the USso farand
theretaliation by foreign
governmentswill probably
slow down the economy
only marginally,” noted
Philip Marey, senior US
strategistatRabobank.
“However, that could
change in the case of a
globaltradewarinwhicha
range of foreign countries
take protectionist
measuresaimedatthe US,
whichisafterall the party
thatistryingto change the
status quo.”Nearly two-
thirds of 56 economists
who answered an extra
question said they have
considered the impact of
Trump’s expanding trade
war in their US growth
predictions. That was a
nearlyidentical proportion
to a poll of economists
covering the euro zone
published on Wednesday.
The remaining 20 said
the trade dispute has
had noinfluence on their
forecastsbutunderscored
the downsideriskiftrade
tensions deepen. While
Trumphassaid thesetrade
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Flagship airlines British Airways
and Air France have announced
thatthey are to suspend all their
direct flights to Iran, saying the
route is “not commercially
viable,” as the United States has
re-imposed sanctions against
the Islamic Republic prohibiting
foreign businesses from operating
inthe country.“Weare suspending
our London to Tehran service as
the operation is currently not
commercially viable,” British
Airways said in a statement on
Thursday.

Backin May, US President Donald
Trump announced thathe would
abandon the JCPOA, alandmark

nuclear deal signed between
Iran and six world powers -- the
US, the UK, France, Russia, and
China plus Germany -- in 2015.
The controversial move did not
go down well with the other
signatories, which have made
it clear that they would stay
in the deal.Under the JCPOA,
Iran agreed to limit parts of its
peaceful nuclear program in
exchange for the removal of all
nuclear-related sanctions. On
August 6, Trump, however,
ordered all nuclear-related
sanctions that were removed
under the deal to be reinstated
immediately.

tariffs will benefit the US
economy, no economist
polled by Reuters shared
thatview.
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Indiananalyst:

India-
Iranwill
survive
hostile
pressures

AseasonedanalystofIndian
foreignaffairsbelievesthe
strategicties betweenthe
two countries will easily
survive the hostilities
and pressures by certain
countries.

In an exclusive article
penned for IRNA, Seema
Guha , who is a veteran
journalistand commentator
on international affairs
writing forleading Indian
print media, observed
that'India’s ties with Iran
have the stamp of history.
Leaders of both countries
have always emphasized
theircivilisationallinks."
'Yet the relationship has
beenunable toachieveits
true potential, despite the
excellentpolitical relations.
Economic ties have
suffered, mainlybecause of
cripplingsanctionsthe US
hadslapped onlranforits
nuclear program.’

She said, 'Again when
things were looking up
and economic cooperation
gathering momentum
since the 2015 nuclear
agreement, the USPresident
Donald Trump, has not
only walked out of the
nuclearagreement,buthas
announceditsfirstround of
sanctions.’
Guhawentontonoteinher
article, 'This has putIndia
inafix. Willit defy the US
orgiveinto Washington’s
pressure. Foreign Minister
Sushma Swarajhad saidat
herannualnews conference
thatDelhirespectssanctions
placed by the UNSCand not
bilateral sanctionsimposed
byindividualgovernments.
But will Delhi walk the
talk? There are no clear
indicationsyet. Countries
do what is best for their
self interest and India is
no exception.'Elsewhere
in her article the analyst
wrote, 'India’s energy
security is closely linked
tolran.Indiaimported 4.3
million barrels of crude oil
per day in June, of which
680,000 barrels per day
came from [ran. Butthere
arealreadyindicationsthat
thegovernmentisplanning
toreduceimportsoflranian
oilwhenthe oil sanctions
kick in this November.
Washington’s decision
to block international
companies business with
Iran, from US financial
marketsisamajorobstacle.
Unlike European countries
like France, Germany, Delhi
has not publicly spoken
aboutdefyingthe USbanon
doingbusinesswithIran.'

1Smin Aid for Iran Not Partof
EU Package for Saving JCPOA:

Spokesman

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Bahram Qassemi said the
European Union’s Thursday move to allocate 18 million euros
(20.6$ mln) tosupportIranhasnothingto dowith the EU’s expected
package of economic measures tosave the 2015 nuclear deal.

Inremarksreleased early on Friday, Qassemi said the European
Commission hasallocated the 18€ million fund to help implement
developmentprojectsinIran,adding thatitis the first part of the

commission’s 50€ millioninaid for Iran.

“Thisbudgetisrelated toIran's cooperation with the European
Union, and ithas nothing to do with the EU’s economic package

world powers.

sector.”

“Today's projects are the first ofawider package of 50€ million for
Iran, aiming to supportthe country toaddress key economicand
social challenges,” it said,adding, “Theyare part of the renewed

planned to be proposed within the framework of the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) to counter US sanctions
againstlran,” the spokesman said.

Theremarks came after some Western mediareports claimed that
the EU’s package of 18 million eurosis to “help offset the impact of
US sanctions and salvage” the nuclear deal between Tehran and

Inapressrelease on Thursday, the European Commission said it
has“adopted afirst package of 18€ million for projectsin support
of sustainable economic and social developmentin the Islamic
Republic of Iran, including 8€ million assistance to the private

Google Cites C1A-Backed Firmin Ban
of ‘Iran-Backed Accounts’

Googlefollowed inthe footsteps of fellow

tech giants Twitter and Facebook by

blacklisting accounts a CIA-backed

cybersecurity firm claims with

“moderate confidence” are linked to

[ran’sgovernment.

Google banned 58 accounts allegedly linked
to [ran from its platforms on Thursday after
"working closely with FireEye," a cybersecurity
firm bankrolled by the US Central Intelligence
Agency.

Inablogpost, Google said itbanned 39 YouTube
channels, sixblogsand 13 Google+ accounts.
Between the 39 YouTube channels, videos had
beenviewedjust 13,466 times, meaning that
thereach ofthealleged Iranian operation was
minuscule,accordingto Sputnik.

Google followed in the footsteps of Facebook,
which on Tuesdaybanned 652 pages, groupsand
accounts onits platforms, including Instagram.
Thereach ofthose entities, some of which were
believed to be Russian-operated in addition to
[ranian, wasalso very small. Twitter followed suit
thatsame day, banning 284 accounts "engaging
in coordinated manipulation,” and sayingina
statement, "itappears many of these accounts
originated fromIran."

Google, like Facebook, worked with the CIA-
funded cybersecurity firm FireEye inidentifying
theaccountsitremoved. Twitter merely stated
thatitis "committed to engaging with other
companies and relevant law enforcement
entities.""We're still investigating, and we
have shared what we know with the US and UK
governments," Facebook'shead of Cybersecurity
Policy, Nathaniel Gleiche, wrote.According to

Russiarespects Iran>s steps to provide its

securityin Syria

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov has
said thatlranm>s presencein Syriaisattheinvitation ofthis
country’slawful governmentand that Moscow respects
Tehran>s stepsto provide its security in Syria.lran is
presentin Syriaattheinvitation ofitslegal authorities,
butthereis space for workin thisissue, Ryabkov,who
took partinthe negotiations between Russian Security
Council Secretary Nikolai Patrushev and the United
States National Security Advisor John Bolton, told TASS
aboutit.<We treat with greatrespectIran’s steps to

USraises theissue of tightening Iran sanctions with Russia: Bolton

9

Gleicher, the social media giant gota tip from
FireEye, a cybersecurity firm that hasreceived
venture capital funding by the CIA since 2009.
The CIA's "not-for-profit strategic investor,"
In-Q-Tel, boasts of its "strategic partnership”
with FireEye, callingita "critical addition to
our strategicinvestment portfolio for security
technologies."The company was one of the few
toactually forensically analyze the servers of the
Democratic National Committee (DNC) afteritwas
supposedly hackedin 2016 during the elections.
But FireEye's methodology in attributing the
"hack" to Russia has raised eyebrows among
experts. FireEye CEO Kevin Mandia told the
Senate Select Committee on Intelligence in March
2017 thatthe company attributed the blame
to Russiabased on "deduction” and "process of
elimination."Aspokesperson for the companyalso
told Defense One thatthe hackers "wanted experts
and policymakers to know that Russiais behind
it," which seemslike an odd aim given that since
theinauguration of US President Donald Trump,
Russiahasbeensanctioned 217 times and has

had diplomats expelled from the US, in addition
toseeing heightened military posturingalongits
borders.

Like Facebook's previous bans of "Russia-linked
accounts" and accounts displaying activity
supposedly consistent with the alleged Kremlin-
run Internet Research Agency troll farm, many of
the pagesidentified by FireEye are leftleaningand
anti-Trump,accordingtoa Thursday release from
the cyber firm.

"We assess with moderate confidence that this
activity originates from Iranian actors," it said.
Those accountsincluded Liberty Front Press,
Berniecrats, USJournal, Real Progressive Front,
The British Left, Critics Chronicle, Instituto
Manquehue and some social media accounts
boosting their posts while pretending to be real
people,amongothers.

Oneofthose allegedly fake real people, inatweet
highlighted by FireEye, called foraboycottofthe
Hajj, accusing Saudi Arabia of using pilgrims’
moneyto "killand displace” peoplein Yemen.

provideits ownsecurity and actions, including on Syria

attheinvitation ofthis country’s lawful government.

regarding Syria.

However, this doesnotmean thatthere are no prospects
or space for further work in this sphere,» the Russian
deputy foreign minister said. He added thatthe issue
oflran’s presencein Syriawas discussed in the broader
contextofthesituationinthe Middle Eastand in Syria.
«<We've got many inconsistencies with the Americansin
thisarea, the senior diplomatnoted.<Approachesare
directly oppositein some cases, buthere as well, which
isimportant, there are grounds for continuing dialogue

down to zero. He said that what “w

cooperation and engagement
between the European Unionand
Iran following the conclusion of
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA).”

The EU has vowed to counter
Trump’s renewed sanctions on
Iran, including by means of anew
law to shield European companies
from punitive measures.
Trump on August 6 signed an executive
order re-imposing many sanctions on Iran, three
after pulling outofthe Irannuclear deal.

He said the US policy is tolevy “maximum economic pressure” on
the country.

months
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Iran’s defense hardware produced

domestically

The Deputy defense minister said on Thursday thatall defense
hardware needed by the Islamic RepublicofIranare produced
inside the country withno dependence on foreign states.

In a meeting with Yazd Friday Prayer Leader Ayatollah
Mohammad Reza Nasseri-Yazdilate Thursday, Brigadier general
Saeed Sha’banian added, “We are able to meet the country’s
defenseneedsthroughreliance onlocal capacities.”
Referringto the eight-year Sacred Defense, headded, “Atthat
time, no country wasready to sell Iran even barbed wire but
today, weareamongsuccessful countriesinthe defense sector.”
Some 5,000 industrial and knowledge-based companiesare
currently cooperating with Defense Ministry, he said, noting
thatthe companiesare producing defense equipmentordered
by the ministry. Sha’banian further noted thatlranisinsucha
positiontomeetdemands of other countries.Ayatollah Naseri,
forhispart, said thatthat's for the efforts of the pious youth that
Iranhasachievedself-sufficiencyinthe field of defense industry.

US attorneygeneral slams President
Trump

US Attorney General Jeff Sessions hashitbackatincreasing
pressure from the presidentafter convictions of two former
top Donald Trump aides.Sessions, who heads the powerful
Justice Department, said on Thursday he willnotallow political
pressuretoinfluencethe workbeingdoneatthe department.
Hesaid aslongashe’stheattorney general, he will notallow
the departmentto be pressured by political considerations.”l
took control of the Department ofJustice the day  was sworn
in,” he said. “While I am attorney general, the actions of the
Department ofJustice will notbe improperly influenced by
political considerations.”The comments come afterincreased
attacksontheattorney generalby President Trump. Theattacks
comeas two of Trump’s former associates were convicted of
high-profile crimes.Trump hasrepeatedly criticized Sessions
fornottakingfull control ofthe Justice Departmentand attimes
calledhimweak.Inan interview aired on Thursday, Trump
blamed him for the corruption atthe Justice Department."|
putinanattorney general who never took control of the Justice
Department. Jeff Sessions, never took control of the Justice
Department.It'ssortofanincredible thing," Trumpsaid.

Googleremoves 38 accounts tied to
Iran's disinformation campaign from
YouTube,othersites

Thesearchgiantsaidinablogpost Thursdaythatitremoved 58
accountswithtiestolranfrom YouTubeand othersites.Itfollows
similar takedowns by Facebookand Twitter, which earlier this
weekremoved hundreds ofaccountsbelieved tobe tied toan
Iranianand Russian propagandaoperations.Googleisthelatest
Silicon Valley giant to find new evidence of misinformation
campaigns by Iranian accounts. The search giant said it took
down 58accountswithtiesto Iran Amongtheaccounts Google
deleted were 39 channels on YouTube thathad 13,466 total
USviews, 13 Google+ accounts and six blogs on Blogger.
Google saidithad identified evidence thatthese actors were
associated with Iran's state broadcaster, the Islamic Republic
oflranBroadcasting (IRIB), which 'disguised their connection’'
totheinfluence operation.Theaccounts are believed to have
been engagingin 'politically-motivated phishing, Kent Walker,
Google'svice president for global affairs, wrote in the blog post.
'Inrecent months, we've detected and blocked attempts by
state-sponsored actorsinvarious countries to target political
campaigns, journalists,activists,and academicslocated around
theworld, Walker continued.

e

US National Security Adviser John
Bolton says he hasraised theissue of
tightening economicsanctionsagainst
Iran withthe head of Russia’s National
Security Council, but provided no
details.

Bolton made the remarks atanews
conference on Thursday after more
than five hours of talks with Nikolai
Patrushevin Geneva.

He also said they had discussed a
phased withdrawal of Iran’s presence
inSyriaduringthetalks. “Our objective
isthatall Iranian forcesreturntoIran...
And we talked abouta variety of ways
in which it mightbe accomplished

throughaseries of steps.”

Bolton, one of the Trump
administration’s leading hawks in
dealing with Iran, said that following
the US withdrawal from the 2015
nuclear deal with Iran, the Trump
administration’s objective was to “put
maximum pressure on the regime” by
making sanctions “more extensiveand
more effective.”

This week, Bolton held talks with
Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu in Jerusalem al-Quds,
where he said on Wednesday that
Washington is prepared to use
sanctionstodrive Iranian oil exports

wantis massive changeintheregime’s
behavior.”

“We are going to do other things to
putpressure onIranas well, beyond
economicsanctions,” headded.
Trump pulled the US out of the 2015
landmark nuclear deal between [ran
and six major world powers in May
and then signed an executive order
earlier this month reimposing many
sanctions onIrantolevy "maximum
economic pressure” on the Islamic
Republictorenegotiate the deal and
to end Tehran’s what Washington
callsinterferencein Yemen, Syriaand

non.
randenies any meddlingin the

internal affairs of these countries.
While signing the executive order,
Trump repeated his opinion
that the international nuclear
agreement with Iran, known as the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA),was a"horrible, one-sided
deal."



Worldmediagives wide coverage to
Iran’s International Film Festival
for Childrenand Youth

Mediaacrossthe globein theirreportshave given wide
coveragetothe 31stedition of International Film Festival
for Childrenand Youth.Asian, European, Arab, Kurdish and
otherregionalmediaoutlets, includingAlJazeera, Alhayat,
Teleghraph, AlMayadeen, Algerian Reporters, Palestine

News Agency, Algerian Reporters, Algeria Press Service,
Bawabt Sharq, Alahdath, Alwaan Press, Alwast, Alahdath

News, Syrianewspapers and news media, Almadenah,

SyrianMasah, Iraq’s Sotal, Lebanon’s Shashat, Tahawolat,
Times of News, Manber, Mustagila, Veto, Almowaten,
Aleshragq, EgyptPost, Jazairess, Ahwal Elbelad, KHAK TV,
NRT, AgaPress, PUKMEDIA, Xendan, Emrro, Bas News,
Zagros, Zhyan, Chra, Dengekan, Kurdi Postand etchave
all givenwide coverage to the festival. The website of the
festivalisavailablein Persian, English, Arabic, Kurdish
languages and several teams comprising numerous
translatorsandjournalistsare covering the reports of
this prestigiousinternational cinematiceventon daily
basis. Presided by Alireza Reza Dad, the 31stedition of
International Film Festival for Childrenand Youthisslated
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AJourney to the Heart of Traditions

hears Iran's
challenge
against US
sanctions

Iran's legal challenge
againstrenewedsanctions
by the United States goes
before the UN'stop court
Monday,as Tehran seeks
toavertpainful punitive
measures thatcould hurt
itseconomy, AFPreported
on Friday.Tehran filed a
suitagainstUS President
Donald Trump's decision
to re-impose economic
sanctions atthe Hague-
based International Court
ofJusticelastmonth.After
unilaterally pulling out
ofahistoricnucleardeal
in May, Trump began a
firstround of sanctionson
the country early August.
Andasecondroundisset
to come into effect early
November, this time
blockingIran's valuable
oiland energysales.

EuAgrees 18 Million Euro
DevelopmentAid For Iran

Car-free-days againin Isfahan

The director of the 13th municipal district of Isfa-
han announced the holding of “a day without
cars celebration” in the cultural passage of

Azadegan Avenue.

Mohammad Sherfa said: "In this project, with the
cooperation ofthe Transportation and Traffic Department
of Isfahan Municipality, Azadegan Streetin Dastgerd
neighborhoodisclosed forall cars. “in this event, happy
hour specialsincluding streettheatre abouttopicssuch as
culture, traffic, reducing energy consumption, traffic park,
sportgames, reading competitions, paintings for children
and face paintings,” director of the 13th municipal district
of Isfahan continued.

Referringto the objectives of the project, Sherafa said,
"Inline with the policies of the municipality of Isfahan to
create vitality throughoutthe city, the Cultural- Social &

SportOrganization of the municipality has organized a
project called the project of Neshatestan thatall the 15
municipal districts have to hold the event. Headded, "In
thisregard, the municipalities ofall districts should select
one ofthe streets of their own region to hold numerous
recreational and cultural and programs to create vivacity
inthesociety.”

27 small-scale power stations to launchin
Isfahan municipality buildings

e "So far, 27 small-scale power stations have in-
} stalled with the coordination of Isfahan Elec-
tricity distribution companies into the buildings,

theroofs, theyards of the municipality; each of these power
stations produce 3-4 kilowatts," the director of optimization
of renewable energy organization of Isfahan municipality

said.

"Nowadays, there are some problems related to the
reduction of energy resources around the world, but
developed countries try to use less fossil fuel and use
morerenewable energies; Iran is no exceptionin this
regard, and has taken good measures to use renewable
energies,” Amir Hossein Malekpour said.
"Isfahanisready to expand every kind of renewable
energies by havingmore than 300 sunny days annually,

windy areas, many ranches,and an automated system for
waste collection," headded.

"Inthe firststep, photovoltaic panels were installed at
thetop ofthe urbanlightsinthe city's parks; these panels
receive the solar energy during the day,and storeitinthe
batteryinstalled initslower part, so thatitwill transform
thestored energy tothelightenergy during the night," he
continued.

"Astechnology progresses, Isfahan municipality takes
more effective measuresregarding the integrated power
plantinthe parks. Forexample, 2 kilowatts power station
sampleshasbeeninstalled in Boustan-e mellat, Abshar
park, Kowsar park,” he said.

"Dueto the factthatIsfahanis not windy, only one wind
turbine hasbeeninstalled inthe windiestarea of Sofeh
Mountain symbolically that produces 620 kilowatts
energy daily," healso said.
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