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Iran among top seven
precious metals
producersin world

Iranisamongtop seven precious metals
producersintheworld,asheedingthesector
will help promote industry in the country.
Deputy Minister of Industry, Mine and
Trade Farshad Moqimitold ameeting on
construction ofa gold industrial township on
Thursday thattheindustry willhelp bringin
more foreign exchanges.

"Establishment ofthe gold township will
help develop the art-industry,” he said,
noting thateffortsare underway to solve the
problems faced by the producers.

The specialized meeting discussed
reforming guild structure and solving
customs and currency problems as well
as arrangements for small and medium
entrepreneurs to obtainindustrial licenses.

Iran Blockchain
Community Criticizes
High Power Tariffs

Iran Blockchain Community Criticizes High
Power TariffsIran Blockchain Community
Criticizes High Power Tariffs

T he head of Iran Blockchain Community
saysimposing high tariffs on electricity
consumption by cryptocurrency miningis
actually pushing miners outofIranandinto
neighboring countries waiting with open
arms.

Describingthe government’s decision as
“self-immolation”, Sepehr Mohammadi said
alarge number of crypto investors have
moved to Russia, Georgiaand Armenia.
“Each kilowatt-hour currently costs 2 cent
for cryptocurrency minersin Kazakhstan,
Turkmenistan, Russiaand Georgia,” Fars
News Agency quoted him as saying.

Substantial Risein
Permits Issued for

Building Homes in Iran
Atotalof114,614 building permits were
issued by municipalitiesacrossIran’surban
areasin Q4,indicatinga 50.1% increase
compared with the previous quarterand an
increase 0f23.9% when compared with the
corresponding quarter oflastyear

T he Statistical Center of Iran has published
itslatest figures on the number ofbuilding
permitsissuedinthe country.

Thenew datashow the number of permits
issued during the fourth quarter of the last
fiscal year thatended on March 20,2019,
increased significantly both compared
with the preceding quarter (Sept. 23-Dec.
21,2018) and the same period of the year
before.

Accordingto SCI, 114,614 building permits
wereissued by municipalitiesin Iran’surban
areasin Q4,indicatinga 50.1% increase
compared with the previous quarterand an
increase 0f23.9% when compared with the
corresponding quarter of lastyear.

The average number of residential units
tobebuiltas partofeach permitissuedin
Iran stood at 2.5 and the average floor area
ofunits per permitwas 466 square meters.
In the capital city, 18,953 building permits
were issued by Tehran Municipality in Q4,
indicating a quarter-on-quarter growth of
12.5%andayear-on-yearincrease of 25.4%.
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Trump and his supportersin the West claim
thatmedicineis notincludedin the sanctions.
Butinasituationthatnomechanismhasbeen
defined to ease financial transactions under
sanctions, medicineis practically sanctioned
asitisnotaccessibletopeople.

Ninety-seven
percent of

ISFA“AN Iran'.s. total
N E w s medicine supply
is produced
NEWS locally,butsome
SR 5 percent of
the pharmaceutical
ingredients are
imported. Besides, drug
manufacturing entails
various elements lack
of which can stop the
productionline.
Anotherfactorthatshould
be noted is that the raw
material of medicines
receivessubsidies,butthe
peripheralmaterialsuchas
packagingisnotincluded.
So when the sanctions
causeriseinthe costofthe
paper and paperboard,
theoverall costwillalsobe
affected.
Sanctions'impression on
the medicinesisso clear,
that the manufacturers
are also protesting
the measures. Abbas
Kebriaizadeh, deputyhead
of Syndicate of Iranian
Human Pharmaceutical
Industries said, the body
is ready to form a legal
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associationtoassessthe
damagesinflicted on the
society duetothebanking
sanctions. He suggested
that the association file
aninternational lawsuit
againstthe US.
Eventhefinancial channels
thathavebeenintroduced
for the medicine have
never been useful. The
Instrument in Support
of Trade Exchanges
(INSTEX), Kebriaizadeh
said,hasnotbeen effective
on medicine.Patients
witness to the medicine
sanctions Azin, 36, is
one of the hundreds
patients whose health is
targeted by the sanctions.
She is suffering from
myastheniagravis (MG),an
autoimmune disease,but
oneofhermainmedicines,
Mestinon,ishardtofind.
She said thatthe patients
who are treatment-

resistantMGhad tousethe
imported version of the
medicine.
AnotherIranian national
whospokeonthe condition
ofanonymity, is suffering
fromrheumatoid arthritis
(RA),anotherautoimmune
diseasethataffectsjoints.
Heisurgently in need of
Methotrexate,ashehasto
takefivehigh dosesofit. But
shortage ofthe medicine
hascaused himconcerns.
Another instance of
medicine that has
caused problems for
Iranian  patients is
Methylphenidate, mainly
known under its trade
markRitalin.
Atraderofmedicinesaid,
"Supplying the Swiss
Ritalinsince thebeginning
of this Iranian calendar
(Persian) year hasbeen
disrupted asithas been
imported withdifficulty."

-
-
-
=
=
=
-
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Other Iranian patients
are complaining about
shortage of medicines
such as Penstasa, which
is used for treating
ulcerative colitis, as well
as Concorwhichisaheart
medication.

Sanctions on medicine
againsthumanrights

The second article of the
United Nations Charter
aswellastheregulations
of the World Health
Organization are against
thesanctions, particularly
onmedicines. Therefore,
thehumanrightscampaign
in Iran has called on the
international community
toprovide mechanisms for
financial exchangeintrade
of medicines and other
primaryneeds of [ranian
people. The demand is
not responded yet and
medicineisstillbanned to
beexportedtolran.

Russiakeen toboost

transitofgood via

Iran's Chabahar
port: Official

A Russian official stressed the
importance of Iran's port city of
Chabaharin connecting the Caspian
Sealittoral ports to the Gulf of Oman
and voiced his country's interestin
boostingtrade viathe strategicport.
Managing Director of Russia Astrakhan
special economic zone Miloshkin
Sergeisaid thatthe port's strategic
rolein connectingthe portslocated by
the Caspian Seatothe Gulfof Omanhas
convinced Russian officials especially

President Vladimir Putin to useitas
aroute to transitgoodsto the others
countriesand the Indian subcontinent
inparticular.

He madetheremarkwhileinspecting
the strategic port whichislocatedin
the southeastern province of Sistan
and Baluchestan. ChabaharisIran's
only ocean portwhich also connects
central Asiaand the Caspian Sealittoral
countries to the Indian Ocean.

The Russian official wenton point out
thathis countryisplanningtoinvestin
constructing exclusive terminalsin the
port's Shahid Beheshtijetty.

He hailed the ports convincing
infrastructures and said it could well
playanimportantrolein enhancing

relations among Iran's numerous
neighbors.

The Managing Director of the
provincial Ports and Maritime
Organization Behrouz Aqaiee
for his partoutlined the capacities
and potential of the existing
infrastructures of Chabahar port for
investorsand businessmen.
Hestressed that Russian businessmen
faceno obstacles in expanding their
activitiesinthe port.

Chabahar port, as one of the main
ports in southern Iran, enjoys
a strategic position as it lies to
the north of the Gulf of Oman
and has access to international
waters.

NO 288

Solution: NO 287

Federation.

This trilateral meeting was
heldin ordertostudyvarious

North-South Corridor Working Group to
be setup between Iran, Azerbaijan, Russia

Roads ministers of Islamic
Republic of Iran, Russian
Federation and Republic
of Azerbaijan on Thursday
agreed to form a Working
Group in order to activate
North-South Corridor.

This meeting was held in
Russia’s Sochiport, attended
by Iranian Ambassador to
Russia Mehdi Sanaei and
Minister of North Caucasus
Affairs of the Russian

North-South Corridoraswell
as provision ofitsactivation
road map.

It should be noted that
Iranian Minister of Roads
and Urban Development
Mohammad Eslami, Russia’s

Republic of Azerbaijan
Ramin Gholizadeh discussed
about customs, rail and
roadissues on North-South
Corridor.

dimensions and issues of

Minister of Transport
Yevgeny Dietrich and
Transport Minister of
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Hamedan
signs
cooperation
MoUswith
Iraq's KRG

Iran's Hamedan
province signed
four trade
cooperation
agreements in
the field of bag,
shoes and leather
production and
one collaboration
deal on holding
periodical
exhibitions by
the industrial
townships with
Kurdistan Regional
Government (KRG)
on Thursday.
Head of the
provincial Union
of Bag, Shoes and
leather Hamid
Gazaranitold IRNA
on Thursday that
Iraqi commercial
delegation headed
by the Head of KRG
Union of Exporters
and Importers
Sheikh Mostafa
Abdulrahman
Abdullah visited
the ongoing
Exhibition of
Bag and Shoes in
Hamedan.

After visiting
several production
units in  the
province, the
team signed the
memoranda of
understanding to
buybagandshoes
from Hamedan
province, he said.
Meanwhile, Iraqi
delegation signed
an agreement
with the Company
of Hamedan
Industrial
Townships to
organize exhibition
of Hamedan bag
and shoesin KRG,
headded.

"Over 1,000
bag and shoes
production units
are operating
across the
province," Gazarani
said.

Fifth Exhibition
of  Bag and
Shoes opened in
Hamedan late on
Wednesday.
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Seized
Iranian
tanker Grace
Ireleased
despite US
efforts

Gibraltar's Supreme
Court on Thursday
approved the
immediate release
of Grace 1,an Iranian
oil tanker seized off
the country's coast
last month, despite
eleventh-hour efforts
by the United States to
blockit.

Charles Gomez, a
lawyer who was
present during the
hearing, said the
order for the arrest
ofthe Grace 1 tanker
wasnolongervalid.He
added thatthe tanker
must be released
immediately.

The Gibraltar Chief
Minister issued a
directive that the
vessel is no longer
covered by EU
sanctions, therefore
thereisnoreason for
theshiptobedetained,
Gomezsaid.
ThelIranian oil tanker
Grace 1 was seized
by UK marines near
the Strait of Gibraltar
on4Julyoveralleged
violation of EU
sanctions, in what
Tehran described as
anactofpiracy.

The US Department
ofJustice hasapplied
to seize the Iranian
oil tanker Grace 1,
“justhoursbefore the
Gibraltar Government
waspoisedtorelease
it”, Sputnik news
agencyreported.

The decision was
postponed to 4 p.m.
local time (14:00
GMT), the Gibraltar
Chronicle newspaper
specified.

The captainand three
officers of the Grace
1 have beenreleased
from arrest, the
Gibraltar Government
has confirmed in
responseto Chronicle
questions.

The US Department
ofJustice hasapplied
to seize the Iranian
supertanker Grace 1
in Gibraltar, justhours
before the Gibraltar
Government was
poisedtoreleaseit.
Commenting on the
issue,asourceinthe
Gibraltargovernment
told thatacaptainand
three crew members
ofthe Iranian tanker
have already been
released.

FM Zarifcondemns US
attemptto steal Iran’s

property

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarifsaid
thatin continuation ofits economicterrorismagainstthe
Iranian people, Washington hasattempted tostealIran’s
propertybutithas failed.Ina Thursday tweet, rightafter
reportofreleasingsupertanker Grace 1 by Gibraltar, Zarif
tookto Twitterand wrote, “Havingfailed toaccomplishits
objectives throughits Economic Terrorism—including
depriving cancer patients of medicine—the USattempted

toabusethelegal systemto steal our property onthe high
seas.”“This piracy attemptisindicative of Trumpadmin's
contemptforthelaw;” hehighlighted.

Despiteall USpressures, Gibraltar’'sgovernmentreleased
on Thursdaythe Iranian-operated supertanker, whichwas
seized by Britishmarinesin the Straitof Gibraltar onJuly 4.
Earlieron Thursday, Gibraltarsaid thatthe UShad applied
toseizethelranian-operated oil tankerafter British media
reported thatthevessel’srelease wasimminentfollowing
asetofdiplomaticexchangesbetween Tehranand London.
Late on Thursday, Iranian Foreign Minister Zarifreiterated
thatdetention of Grace 1 was 100% ‘unlawful’ Hereferred
to Iran’s London embassy letter to UK Foreign and

Gibraltarreleases Iran-operated tanker despite
US pressure

Commonwealth office.
Zarif said the letter had
“Protested the illegal
detention of Gracel;
Repeated public
statements about
destination; & Made
it crystal clear that EU
sanctions do NOT apply to
Iran—aposition shared by most
Europeans.”

“Nothing changes the fact: detention was 100%
unlawful,” he stressed.

NEWS

UN Security Council to Discuss

Gibraltar’s government hasreleased an [ranian-

operated supertanker, which was seized by British

marines in the Strait of Gibraltar on July 4, despite

pressure from the United States for the vessel’s

continued detainment.

" & R
FrarmmEmuom n e
Tve LXX RES

Kashmir Issue

A UN Security Council session to discuss the
escalation between Indiaand Pakistan over the
former state of Jammu and Kashmir will take place
onFriday,a UN Security Council source told TASS.

"Authorities in Gibraltar
have released the Iranian
supertanker Grace 1, which
was seized on July 4 on

NEWS suspicion it was shipping

_ B 2.1millionbarrelsofcrude

oil to Syria in breach of
EUsanctions," Reuters quoted the
Gibraltar Chronicleasreportingon
Thursday.
According to the report, the chief
justice of Gibraltar's supreme court,
AnthonyDudley,said therewasno US
application currentlybeforethe court.
ChiefJustice Anthony Dudleysaid that
sincelranhad guaranteed in writing
thatthe destination of the Grace 1
would notbeacountry "subjectto
European Unionsanctions...there
arenolongerreasonable groundsto
suspectthatthedetentionofthe Vessel
isrequired.”
Spain’s Foreign Ministry reported
after the incident that the UK had
seized thevessel attherequestofthe
US,whichhasbeentryingtotrouble
Iran’sinternational oil vesselsaspart
ofits campaign of economicpressure
againstthelslamicRepublic.
Earlier on Thursday, Gibraltar said
that the US had applied to seize
the Iranian-operated oil tanker
after British media reported that
the vessel’srelease wasimminent
following a set of diplomatic
exchanges between Tehran and
London.
“The US Department of Justice

hasapplied to seize the Grace 1 on
anumber ofallegations which are
nowbeingconsidered,” the Gibraltar
governmentsaidinastatement.
Itadded thatthe “matter willreturn
tothe Supreme CourtofGibraltarat4
p.m. (1400 GMT) today."

A diplomatic dispute broke out
between Iranand the UK on July 4,
when Britain'snaval forces unlawfully
seized Grace 1 andits cargoof2.1
million barrels of oil in the Strait of
Gibraltarunderthe pretextthatthe
supertanker had been suspected of
carrying crude to Syriainviolation
ofthe European Union’s unilateral
sanctionsagainstthe Arab country.
However, reports show the
confiscationtookplaceuponacall by
theUS.

Tehranrejected London’s claim that
the tanker was heading to Syria,
slammingthe seizure as “maritime
piracy”

Iran’s Ports and Maritime
Organizationsaid TuesdaythatBritain
was expected to soon free Grace 1,
afterthetwosides exchanged certain
documents to pave the way for the
supertanker’srelease.
Soonafterthereportemergedabout
therelease ofthe Iranian-operated

tanker, Iran's Foreign Minister
MohammadJavad Zariftookto Twitter
notingthatthe seizure ofthe tanker
proved the Trump administration’s
contemptforthelaw.

“This piracy attemptisindicative of
Trumpadmin'scontemptforthelaw,”
Iran'stopdiplomatsaid.

Zarif added that the US effort to
preventrelease ofthe Iranian tanker
wasaimedatabusing “thelegal system
tosteal our propertyonthehighseas.”
Hesaid thisvainattemptfollowed the
USfailureinachievingitsanti-Iranian
goalsthrough economicterrorism.
Followingthedecisionbythe Gibraltar
court,Iran'sAmbassadorto UKHamid
Baeidinejad said in atweet on his
official Twitter page thatthedecision
by the officials of Gibraltar putan
endto40daysofillegal seizure ofthe
tanker,which carriesthe Iranian oil.
“Up to the last minute, the United
States tried in vain to prevent the
release of the tanker, but was faced
withahumiliating defeat,” Iran's UK
envoyadded.

Baeidinejad stated thatall preliminary
stepshavebeentakentoensurethe
tanker’s movement toward free
watersand “thevesselwillsoonleave
the Gibraltarregion.”

"The chairpersonresolved holding the session
on Friday morning in the format of closed
consultations," the source said.

On Wednesday, China supported arequest by
Pakistan fora UN Security Council discussion onthe
matter, submitted early this week.

New Delhi has announced thatit was revoking
Article 370 of the country’s constitution that
grantedaspecial statusandadegree ofautonomyto
the state ofJammuand Kashmir,and also breaking
the state up into two union territories largely
controlled by the central government.

On Tuesday, Pakistan Foreign Minister Shah
Mahmood Qureshi,inaletteraddressed to Security
Council President Joanna Wronecka, requested
to convene consultations on Jammu and Kashmir,
citinganumber ofhumanrights violations allegedly
committed by Indian authorities before and after
the decisiontorevoke the special status ofthe state
andthreatstointernational peaceand security that
thisaction mightpose.

New Delhi’s decision was met with widespread
outrage in Pakistan, which considers the whole
of Kashmir its territory. Pakistani Prime Minister
Imran Khan even compared the international
silence over the revocation of Kashmir’sautonomy
tothepolicy ofappeasing AdolfHitler before WWII.
Islamabad has also downgraded its diplomatic
relations with New Delhi while also severing
economictiesand railway services.

Iran warns enemies:
Leave Persian Gulforface

humiliating exit

Iran’s Navy Commander Rear Admiral Hossein
Khanzadi has warned that enemy forcesin the
Persian Gulf should swiftly leave the region ora
“humiliating exit” awaits them, saying “the era of
hypocritical stunts” in the region has come toan
end.

“The US, Britain and the Zionist regime must

Trump disapproval rises tonearrecord:
Poll

USPresidentDonald Trump'sdisapprovalratinghasrisento 56 percent
inaFoxNewspoll, followingrecentmassshootingsin El Paso, Texasand

Dayton, Ohio,whichleft31peopledead.

-The poll, released on Wednesday, found a 5 percentage pointboost
inTrump's disapproval rating fromlastmonth when 51 respondents
disapproved the president’s performance.In October 2017, Trump’s
disapprovalratingreachedarecord highof 57 percent,accordingto Fox
News.Only43 people contacted for thelatestsurvey said they approve of

Trump'sjob performance,down from 46 percentlastmonth.

Accordingtothesurvey, Trumphasthe disapproval ofarecord number of
men,at53 percent,white men,46 percent,and independents, 64 percent.
Some 1,013 registered votersnationwide were surveyed by researchers

fromAug. 11to 13 forthepoll. Theresultshaveamarginoferrorofplusor

minus 3 percentage points.

The poll comesatatime when Trumpisunder fire from critics for his
anti-immigrationrhetoricborderingonracism. Manyhaveaccused him

ofincitingviolence followingthe recentmass shootings.

ElPasopolice said the 21-year-old suspect published a "manifesto"
beforehis shootingthathad anti-immigrantand racistrhetoric. The
August3 massacrewas oneofthree mass shootingsin the United States
withinaspan ofaweek, unleashing fresh alarm at the national crisis
ofgunviolence.The gunman, who was arrested, is white and linked
toa"manifesto” posted online thatdescribed anattackinresponse to
a“Hispanicinvasion.”On August4,a 24-year-old gunmankilled nine
peopleinarampagein Dayton, Ohio. Thatshooting came seven days
afterateenagerkilled three people withanassaultrifleatafood festival

inCaliforniabeforetakinghisownlife.

know thatanaval Islamicresistance frontisinthe
making,” Khanzadisaid Wednesday.

The Navy chiefhailed the growing vigilance among
regional states, saying they have, today, a better
understanding of their own interests, what could
drive them towards joint maritime cooperation
and towards protecting collective interests in the
region.

“Enemies ofthe region should know that the era of
plunderingtheregion’s wealthis over. Thelooters
should thusleave the region as soonas possible,
otherwise ahumiliating withdrawal awaits them,”
Khanzadisaid. “The eraofhypocritical stuntsand
roaming freely around in the Persian Gulfis over”
Iran’s Navy chiefalso underlined the need for
maintaining calmand security in the region.

US will never give up ‘the ghost of
itsimperialambitions’: Scholar

AnAmericanpoliticalanalystsaysthe United Stateswillnever give
up “the ghostofitsimperialambitions,” and thatitwill “continue
toseekhegemonybyhookorby crook.”

Dennis Etler;an American political analyst who hasadecades-
longinterestininternational affairs, made the remarksinan
interview with Press TV.North Korea has warned againsta
potentialmove by the United Statesto deploy ground-launched,
intermediate-range missilesin South Korea, sayingsuchamove
would spark “anew Cold War” between the regional powers.
The North’s official Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) made
thewarninginan editorial on Wednesday, saying the potential
deploymentwouldbea “recklessactofescalatingtension”inthe
region.

Italsowarned thatany further deploymenton the South’s soil
wouldbea“pathtoself-destruction” thatcould turn South Korea

intoa “bullet-shield.”The plan forapotential deployment was
announced by Pentagon chiefMark Esper,immediately after
PresidentDonald Trumpterminateda Cold War-eratreaty—the
Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) —with Russia, which
banned missileswithranges of500-5,500kilometers.

Etler said, “The USthreatto placeintermediate-range missilesin
SouthKoreaand elsewhereinthe Asian Pacificis of concernnot
onlytoNorth KoreabutChinaaswell.”

“MarkEsper; US Secretary of War, hasbeen floating trial balloons
threateningto deploy intermediate-range missiles throughout
theregion. With the demise ofthe IMF treaty with Russia, the US
feelsunrestrainedinplacingmissilesatNorth Korea'sand China's
doorstep. Overtures have been made to South Korea and the
Philippinesaboutplacingmissiles on their territory whichwould
targetNorth Koreaand Chinain Northeast Asiaand Chinainthe
South ChinaSea,”headded.

“Neither countryhasindicated any desire todo so, but US War
Secretary Esperhasdeclared his desire to place missilesin Asia

sooner

than later. He has stated that ‘I
would prefer months...butthese things tend to take longer than
youexpect,” henoted.




Iranian foreign minister to visit Kuwait on Saturday:

report

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif will visit Kuwait on
Saturday fora one-day state visit, according to an Arabicnewspaper.
Kuwait newspaper al-Qabas hasreported that the top Iranian
diplomat Mohammad Javad Zarif will pay a one-day visit to
southwesternneighboring country of Kuwait tomorrow.
Citinginformed sources, the newspaperadded that Zarif will hold

10000 Rials

politicalleaders of the Persian Gulf country including Sabah Al Khalid, who

is Kuwaiti deputy prime minister and foreign minister.The Iranian foreign minister's visit to
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IRGC's chiefcommander: Enemies must
factor Iran's global power in their calculations

The chiefcommander of Iran's Islamic Revolution Guards

sweeping command over the entire
northwestern mountainous areas that

Corps (IRGC) says enemies of the [slamic Republic must

borderthe country’s neighbors, describing

Do

takeintoaccountthe country’s “globalized” power when

thelevel of security in these areasas a

making any plan withregard to Iran.

“monumental masterpiece” created by

Kuwaitcomes within few days after his visitto Qatarand holding talks with Qatari officials,
including the Emir of Qatar and his Qatari counterpart.

Iranian patients victims of US
unfair sanctions

Syrian Army Purges Terrorists from 1000 sq/
km of Territories in Hama, Idlib

The Syrian Army continued its mop-up operations to purge

Syrian and Russian air forces conducted
several airstrikes on the terrorists’ centers

the demilitarized zone in Northern Syria of terrorists, and

in Khan Sheikhoun aswell asthe terrorists'

regained full control of over 30 regions there.

movements near Khan Sheikhoun.

Major General Hossein Salami made
the remarks while visiting the IRGC’s
forces positioned along northwestern
Iranian mountains near the border cities
of Sardasht and Piranshahr in West
Azarbaijan Province on Thursday.

“Our message to the enemies is to take
intoaccountthe power ofthe Islamiclran,
which hasbeen takentoagloballevel,in
alltheir calculations,” General Salami said.
The commander further defined the
Islamic Republic as “an independent
power” inthe international arena, saying
the country has managed to retain
its economic, political, and cultural
independence as well asits self-sufficiency
in the area of military power, “[while
staying] unaffected by international
powers’ [machinations].”

“[Now], this structural independence
[ofIran] has turnedinto anunparalleled
model for the people ofthe world,” Salami
asserted.

Commenting on the quality of the security
governing the areas, which he wasvisiting,
Salami hailed thatthe IRGC’s “devoted
and revolutionary” servicemen enjoyed

Iranian defense forces.

General Salami'sremarks came a day after
the commander of the Iranian Army's Air
Defense Force also said thatthe country’s
enemiesdid notdaretryits defensive might
and preparedness.

“If the enemy today has stopped at a
distance of 200 miles away from the Strait
of Hormuzand is pulling outits vessels
from the Persian Gulf, it is because of
[our] Armed Forces’ deterrence power,
and the enemy knows thatit cannottest
Iran’s preparedness and defense might,”
Brigadier General Alireza Sabahi-Fard said.
The commanderadded thatthe Iranian
Army hasbeefed up its deterrence power
tosuchadegreethatitnow formsasolid
shield and will defend the country’s
territory so powerfully thatitwill never
crossenemies’ mind thatthey mightlaunch
anactofaggressionagainstlran.

Last Saturday, the Iranian army unveiled
the “Falaqradar system,” adomestically
upgraded and overhauled version of a
foreignair defenseradar system.

"This system has high capabilitiesand can
identify all types of cruise missiles, stealth
planes, drone systems and ballistic missiles
forarange of400 kilometers," commander
ofthe Iranian Army's Air Defense Force
Brigadier General Alireza Sabahi-Fard said.

The Syrian Army continued its mop-up
operations to purge the demilitarized zone
inNorthern Syria of terrorists,and regained
full control of over 30 regions there.

Idlib, Hama

The Syrian Documents Center news website
reported thatthe Syrian Army hasliberated
34 townsandvillages coveringanarea of
1000 squarekilometersin Northern Hama
and SouthernIdlib.

It, meantime, pointed to the Syrian Army
advances deepinside the demilitarized zone
toreopen Aleppo-Damascus Road, and said
thatthe governmenttroops have tightened
thenoose on Tahriral-Shamal-Hay’at (the
Levant Liberation Board or the Al-Nusra
Front) in the city of Khan Sheikhoun in
SouthernIdlib.

Alsointhe past 24 hours, the Syrian Army
came closer to capturingareas North of
Hama province afteritsrecentadvancesin
SouthernIdlib thathave expandeditsruleto
areasvery close to the strategic city of Khan
Sheikhoun.The Syrian Army troops engaged
in fierce clashes with terrorists from al-
Hobaitin Southern Idlib and took control
of Tal A'as heights and the town of Kafar Ain
to West of Khan Sheikhoun.Meantime, the
Arabic-language website of the Russian
Sputnik news agency reported thatthe

Abattlefield source also said that the Syrian
Armytroopsare presently sevenkilometers
tothe Westof Khan Sheikhoun onal-Hobait
road and six kilometers to the Eastof Khan
Sheikhoun onal-Sakikroad.

"Once the Syrian Army units shake hands
along these two roads, they could win
control over theregionsin Northern Hama
aftereightyears ofwar," headded.

Also, on Wednesday, the Syrian Army
kept up the momentum of its offensive
advances in the Northern province of
Idlib, and expanded itsrule to the regions
only 3 kilometers away from the strategic
city of Khan Sheikhoun.The Syrian Army
troops, backed by artillery and missile fire,
continued their clashes with Tahriral-Sham
al-Hay'atterrorists onal-Hobait Road to the
West of Khan Sheikhoun in SouthernIdlib
and captured the towns of Um Zeitouneh,
Kharbeh Morshed and al-Mantar.

Army officers said government troops
have expanded their presence toareas only
three kilometers to Khan Sheikhoun from
the West, and said are advancing towards
al-Salam Station atthe gates of the strategic
city.

They pointed to the strategicimportance of
Khan Sheikhoun,and reminded thatthe city
thatlinks EasternIdlib to the Westernand
Northernpartsofthe provinceisseenasthe
gatetothe capture of [dlib city.

The culture of Arba’in has led to the defeat
ofarrogant powers in the Middle East

Hujjatal-Islam Marvisaid, “We see the presence of
Arba’ininlraq, Syriaand Yemenwherein the tyrannical
rulersoftheregionandthearrogantpowershavebeen
defeated.”"RNA - Speakingatthe Second International
Conference of Arba’in al-Husayni Activistsheld atin
the Qods Hall of thelibrary of the Astan Quds Razavi
inMashhad, Hujjatal-Islam Ahmad Marvi, referred to

narrationsaboutthelove forthe Ahlal-Baytand stated,
“Loveforthe Ahlal-Baytisn'tmeagre capitalanditmust
beappreciated.” The custodian ofthe Astan Quds Razavi
said thatthereisno criterion for measuringthe great
movementofArba’in [thecommemoration offorty days
afterthetragiceventsofKarbala]andadded, “Allthese
peopleareparticipatinginthe Arba’in pilgrimage with
greatdifficulty,some eventravel on footfrom Mashhad
toKarbala. It'sa divine phenomenonand cannotbe
explainedanddescribed.”

Iranwarnsof plottosplit Yemen

[ran’s Foreign Ministry condemned Saudi-led military coalition
forpursuingaplotto partition Yemen, stressing Tehran'ssupport
foraunited Yemenwithaninclusive government.Inastatement
on Wednesday, Foreign Ministry Spokesman Abbas Mousavi
commented on the latest developments in south of Yemen.
Hesaid, “The coalition of Saudiand Emiratiinvadersand their
mercenaries, who have been unable to shatter the willpower
of (Yemeni) people despite using various advanced weapons,
massacre,and wreakingwidespread destruction (onthecountry)

over the past five years and who have failed in the face of the
fortitude andresistance of peopleacross Yemen,arenowseeking
topartition Yemenwithasuspicious plot."“ThelslamicRepublic
ofIranalwayssupportsa ‘united Yemen'and deems protectingits
integrityacommonresponsibility ofall Yemenipeople,” Mousavi
added.TheIranianspokespersonalsoexpressed hopethatahalt
totheaggressionagainst Yemenby the Saudi-Emirati coalition
would enable different Yemeniparties and groups toachieve
resultsinthe Yemeni-Yemenitalks, overcome the problems,and
formaninclusivegovernmentinthe country.
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