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Preserving
historical
monuments
requires creative
approaches
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“Preservingthe cultural
heritage and historical
monuments requires
the expertise- based
collaborative planning
and the creative
and technological
approaches,” the head
of the Department
of Urban Studies
and Planning of the
Municipality of Isfahan
said.

“The historical textures
inthe old areas of the
city are considered
as the inseparable
parts of Isfahan and
citizens’ identity;
environmental values of
the cultural heritage and
historical monuments
belong to all citizens,
so preserving and
maintainingthe identity
oftheurbanappearance
isnotonlyaprinciple,
butalsoaduty,” Faryad
Parhiz said.

“In European cities,
preservingthe heritage
andreviving the urban
life are carried out by
taking advantage of
the tourism industry,
they putfive strategies
into practice torevive
the urban life; the first
oneisbusinesstourism
through which the city
will be strengthened as
adestination forholding
various conferences
and exhibitions,” he
emphasized.

“The second strategy
isbased onthe events
that attract different
types of tourists at
different times of the
year,” he added. Saying
thatthe third strategy
emphasizes on the
physical appearance of
the touristattractions,
Parhizsaid, “The fourth
strategy is based on
theretail thatdevelops
the shopping-based
tourism industry. The
lastoneisthe strategy
that strengthens the
general culture of the
city”

“It is necessary to
extractand indigenize
the criteria and
indicators of these
strategies to preserve
the cultural heritageand
historical monuments,”
hesaid.
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Niasar Fire'Temple:

Unique Sassanid Monument

CULTURAL HERITAGE

Zenderood Hotel : high
quality of services and
proximity to historic sites

[0

Locatedinthe HashtBeheshtStreet, the 3-star Zenderood
Hotel (Former Yaghoot Hotel) has anideal acceuare,
and Hasht Behesht Palace are some ofthese places. Also,
beingnear the Isfahan International Exhibition center
and medical centers make the hotel worthy of business
and health tourism.They call Isfahan halfofthe world for
agoodreason. You can enjoy walkingamongits beautiful
alleysandstreetsto feel the true soul ofa Persian city. Once
itwas Persia Capitalin Safavieraandbackthen, Kingsloved
art,architecture, science,and poems. Hence, they putso
many efforts to make Isfahan full of these items. And now
you canstill visittheseitems and enjoy the breathtaking
experience ofwatchingthem. The good newsisifyoustay
inZenderood Hotel, it's goingtobe easier toaccess these
places.Zenderood Hotel has 28 roomson 5 floor and a
parkinglotwithacapacity often cars.Single, double, triple,
VIP,and suite (witha capacity oftwoand four) arerooms
typeofthishotel. Hence, itisasuitable choice for families
andindividuals. Pleasenotethatthehotel doesn’tcharge
kidsunder 3ifthey dontusethe service. Like many other
hotelsinIsfahan, breakfastis served everymorningina
buffetstylehall. Also,you can change your currency at the
hotel.Intermsofroom facilitiesand amenities, Zenderood
Hotelhas several items to match yourneeds. Youwill find
anindoor fridge,lampshade, teamakermachine,wardrobe,
TVset,and phoneinyourroom. Afteralongday visiting
theadventurousIsfahan,youcantakearelaxingshowerin
yourvery own private bathroom. Also, thereareslippers,
toiletries,and westerntoiletin there. Don’tforgettoshare
yourinterestingand memorable momentin Isfahanwith
your friends and family using the free high-speed Wi-Fi
(withlimited volume) whichisavailableall overthe place.

The Niasar Fire Temple is a
structure with a dome over
a rock at the highest point
of Niasar Village, located 28
kilometers west of Kashan city,
Isfahan province.

Thetempleisasimplesquare pavilion,
with adome carried on four heavy
piersjoined by arches. The arches
werebuiltsimply by bridgingthe piers,
withoutakeystone. Characteristic of
Sasanianarchitecture, this technique
isalsoseenatalargerscaleatthe Tag-i
Kisra. The dome, which only covers
the center of the pavilion, israised
onalow, square drumsetin fromthe
piers. Four small squinches brace the
corners of the drum on the inside.
Thereisasmallwindow on each side
ofthe drum. Rubble stone and plaster
werereinforced withreeds grown on
thesite to constructthe pavilion. The
dome was constructed of rubble stone
and gypsum mortar, with the support
ofwoodenribs.

Although fire temples, such as the
Chahar Qapuat Qasr-i Shirin, were
builtwithliving quarters for priests,
the temple at Niasar stands alone.
Referredto as chahartaq, the domed
pavilion typology of the fire temples
remained in use during the Islamic
period, as exemplified by the garden
pavilions (hasht bihisht) of the
Safavids.

The fire temple, which can be seen
from quite adistance, has remained
relatively intact since the time of
Sassanid dynasty, Historical Iran
reported.

Those travelingby road from Tehran
to Niasar pass through Ravand (12
kilometers northwest of Kashan).At
Ravand, an asphalted road branches
from the mainroad towards the west
and after 20 kilometersreaches the
Niasar-Mashhad Ardehal Junction,
Cais-soas.comreported.From this
junction, one needs to travel eight

kilometerstoreach Niasar Village.
Structure

The fire temple is 14 * 14-meter
building which contains a chamber.
Thereare nowalls onthe four sides of
the chamber.

The fire temple has been made
of stones bonded with mortar. The
stones used in the lower partofthe
buildingare normal and those used in
thearchesand upperpartsare square-
shaped,lookinglike bigbricks.
Thelower parts of the building have
been coated with plasterinrecent
years. All walls surrounding the fire
temple have been decorated with
stucco carvings.

The main dome of the fire temple had
previously collapsed. The dome was
reconstructed in lights of efforts of
Colonel Bahonar from the Ministry of
Cultureand Art.

However, the dome of the temple was
modeled on Islamic domes while,
according to the famous French
archeologist, Andre Godard, the
original dome was egg-shaped.
Thereisaninteresting pointin the
structure ofthe fire temple: some of the
stonesused inthebuildinghave older
anddifferentcutthanothers.

This stones had been quarried from
acave down the temple for use in the
construction of the fire temple. This
reveals the factthat the Niasar cave is
olderthanthefire temple.

Archaeological Excavations

Archaeologists have revealed
generally there would be anumber of
other premises around fire temples
where Zoroastrian monks used to
gathertogether for worship.Although
itisnotknown whether thisbuilding
was used for this purpose, there are
rows of stoneslaid togethernearthe
fire temple which are remnants of a
buildingbelongingto the Sassanid era.
Since the fire over the Niasar
penthouse could be seen from
distance. The building might have had
asymbolicrole.Magnificent premises
used to surround the fire temple of

which only some small pieces of stone
cannow be seenonthe ground.
Afewmeters down the fire temple, a
spring of cool and clear waters flows
through the Talar mosque and goes
ontothevillage.ltis surprising that
running waters exitbeside many other
fire temples. Some of them bear signs
of worshiping Anahita, the goddess of
cultivation and fertility.

Reza Moradi Ghiasabadiforwarded a
theoryin 2000, regarding the function
of Niasar Fire Temple asa cylindrical
structure that works with sunlight.
Accordingto him, in each season the
sunrays protrude from differentangles
and one cantell the time of theyear.
Niasar Cultural Heritage and Tourism
Departmentorganizesaceremony for
Iranian pilgrims each year tomark the
observance of sun’s birth in the early
daysofthe two seasons.

DamageRisk

Construction of an observatory for
University of Kashan atdistance of 50
meters off from domed monument of
Niasarin 2007 intruded the cultural
landscape of the building.

The Research Center of Niasar
Cultural Heritage, Handicraft and
Tourism Department repeatedly
voiced its objections to construction
ofthe observatory. But, the university
ignored all the objections and
continued its workata close distance
tothe Sassanid monument.Moreover,
since the architectural style used in
the construction of the observatory
is remotely different from that
of Niasar monument, the building
hasblemished the historic texture
of Niasar.The activities of Ministry
of Industries, Mines, and Trade are
another threat to the Niasar Fire
Temple.Thejolts created asaresultof
exploiting stone from anearby query
have caused cracks on thismonument.
Experts have warned that nothing
would remain from this historic
monument in a few years should
constructionactivities continueinthe
region.

However,

the dome of
thetemple

was modeled
onlslamic
domeswhile,
accordingtothe
famousFrench
archeologist,
Andre Godard,
the originaldome
was egg-shaped.
Thereisan
interesting point
inthestructure of
thefiretemple:
someofthe
stonesusedin
thebuilding
haveolderand
different cutthan
others.

WHERETO EAT

Watch the Walls
Shimmer at Iran’s
Emerald Mosque

Shah Cheragh is one dazzling funerary
monument.

Amir Ahmad isrecorded to have lived durmg
the 9th century, and was one of Imam Reza’s 17
brothers.In835AD, Ahmad came to the city of
Shiraz,in orderto escape from the persecution of
the Shiites by the Sunni Abbasid Caliphate. ltwasin
this citythat Ahmad died, perhaps murdered by his
persecutors. Therefore,itwashere that Ahmad was
buried, though the firstmausoleum over his grave
was builtduringthe 12th century. This monument,
which consisted ofatomb chamber,adome, and
acolonnaded porch, was builtby Amir Muqarrab
al-din Badral-din, the chiefminister of Atabeg Abti
Sa’id Zangi, who belonged to the Zengid Dynasty,
whichwasin power to the west of Persia.
Repairingand Enhancingthe Monument
Duringthe 14th century,a major project on the
monument was commissioned by Queen Tash
Khatun, the mother of Shah Abu Ishaq Inju, thelast
ruler ofthe Injuid Dynasty. Between theyears 1344
and 1349, repairswere carried out,and extensions
were made to the monument. These additions
included ahall ofaudience, a college, and atomb
forthe queen herself.Inaddition,aunique Quran
wasalso presented to the monument. Whilst the
structures setup by the queen are nolongerin
existence, the Quran that she presented hasbeen
preserved,andistoday housedinthe Pars Museum
in Shiraz.




Europe Trying to Exempt
Swift From Iran Sanctions

As thereimpostion ofthe second round of US
sanctions draw near, European finance ministers
willtry to persuade the Trump administration not
to cutofflran’s access to Swift, the global financial
messaging service, in meetings with Steven
Mnuchin, the US treasury secretary, at the IMF

gatheringin Bali this week.

“Our askis: why botherripping out all of the
electrical cables from a buildingif you can switch

NEWS

Domestic experts to build oil

transfer turbines

The CEO of the Iranian Oil Pipeline &
Telecommunications Company (IOPTC) said the
companyis planning to tap domestic capabilities
tobuild turbinesthathave so farbeen purchased
from Europeanand American suppliers.
Accordingto Shana, Oil Ministry’s news portal,
AbbasaliJafari Nasab expressed optimism that
Iranwould be self-sufficientin production of the
turbines, which are widely used in oil pipelines
across the country.

Addressing a meeting on Monday, the official
said, “we have so far reached relative self-
sufficiencyin production of American turbines.”
He said the sanctions were an opportunity for
domestic manufacturers,adding IOPTC was
under the impression that by indigenizing
items, their supportwould be more accessible
domestically.

Domestic experts in the energy sector have
madesignificantdevelopmentsinthe pastyears,
indigenizing different mega structures such as
wind turbine transformers and hydropower
turbine.

Bank Maskan Loans
Record High

Aslran'shousingsectorishard atwork fighting
off a returning recession triggered by the
currency crisis, the state-runagentbank of the
sectoris pumping out facilities faster than ever
to compensate for adwindling purchasingand
spending power.

Bank Maskanregistered considerableincreases
initsloan outputduringthe first six months of
the currentIranian yearthatended on Sept.22,
with home purchaseloansaccounting for the
highestyear-on-yearrise,areportpublished
on HIBNA, the bank's official news outlet shows.
From the startofthe currentyear on March 21
until the end of the firsthalf,atotalof 111,200
householdsincitiesacrossIranboughthouses
through Bank Maskanloans.

The facilities were doled outin various forms,
including bond facilities, savings funds and the
Housing Savings Account, accordingto Financial
Tribune.

HSAisthebank's primary and most successful
initiative created alittle over three years ago,
which requires applicants to make down
payments and wait forayeartobecome eligible
for the cheapesthomeloansinthe country.
Targetapplicants mostly constitute first-time
prospective homebuyers and peoplelivingin
distressed urbanareas.

"The financingrecord of Bank Maskan during the
currentyearisarecord notjustintermsofthe
increase in paymentsbutintermsofthe number
ofallocatedloans,"thelender wroteinitsreport.

Reach

matter.

offalight,” a European diplomat who confirmed
the planned meetings has told the London's
Financial Times. “If you can designate a bank [for
sanctions] then there’sno need to force Swift to
disconnectfrom Iran.” The disagreement over
Swiftwasheading for “adiplomatictrain wreck”,
according to another person familiar with the

Internal Battle

This is while an interna
battle is being fought
inside the Trump
administration to
save Iran's access to

international financial

1
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European officials who metUS officialslast month
toaskforleniency have so far drawn a blank. “We
did adémarche to the administration, butit was
acomplete blockage; they didn’tlisten to our
argument,” said asecond European official.

markets, providing Tehran
with a critical lifeline ahead
oftheimplementation ofharsh
new economic sanctions,according t
multiple US officials who spoke to the Washington
Free Beacon.

Airfares Expected to Declinein Iran

Iran’s currency markethaslost
some of its fluctuating fervor
in the past few days, leading
tohopesthatairlineswillalso
bring down their skyrocketing
prices, as some have already
doneso.

“If foreign currency prices
[continue to] come down, plane
ticket prices will also certainly
come down proportionately,”
Morteza Dehqan, deputy for
aviation operationsatlIran’s Civil
Aviation Organization, told the
officialnews outlet of the Ministry
of Roadsand Urban Development.
Henoted thatplane ticketsused to
bebased on open marketrates of
between 38,000 rialsand 40,000
rialsforeach USdollarlastyear, but
now rates have gone much higher
than 100,000 rials.

Iran’s ongoing currency crisis of
the pastfew months, spurred by
USPresidentDonald Trump’s May
decision to unilaterally withdraw
from Iran’s nuclear deal with
world powers and exacerbated
by structural problems in the
economy, has affected aviation
companiesaswell.

Since a major portion of their
expenses, even forlocal flights,
are in foreign currencies, they
have had tojackup their prices
considerably inrecentmonthsto
compensate. The currency crisis
hasinturnbroughtdown people’s
purchasing power, leading to half-
empty flights that threaten the
economicviability ofairlines.

b
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After hitting an all-time low of
190,000 rialsagainstthe USdollar
on Sept. 26, the Iranian currency
regained some ground. [t was first
strengthenedto 140,000 rialslevel
onthebackofan active market
interference by the central bank.
It was further boosted to about
120,000rials over news on Sunday
thatlawmakers have ratified a
counter-terrorism finance bill
aimed atcompletingIran’s Action
Plan with the Financial Action
Task Force, which would mean
lessrestricted ties with the global
community.

Aviation companies have had to
purchase their foreign currencies
fromthe open market. Whenthese
companieslinkup with thelocal
Nima system of the central bank
thatallocates currencies atthe
Secondary Forex Marketrates that
arenoticeablylowerthanthe open
marketrates, air ticket prices will
decline.

On Sept. 22, Secretary of the
Association of Aviation Companies

Magqgsoud As’adi-Samani
announced that two aviation
companies managed to obtain
theirforeign currencies atcheaper
Nimarates, while athird is waiting
inline.

Due to lower rates in the open
market and receiving cheaper
rates from Nima, local flight ticket
prices have already declined
significantly.

On Sept. 25, the Association of fromNima,
Aviation Companies held a localfiight
meeting, at the end of which it ticket prices
approved ceilings for aviation
companies. The firms were
obligated to charge customers
only up to 10% higher thanthose
ceilings forlocal flights.

Many airlines are charging much
less, up to 50% less on certain
routes, than the ceilings approved
by their association due to a
strengtheningrial.

Hopefully, they will be able to
further bringdown their prices, as
Iran’s currency reachesadegree
of stability after months of unrest.

Duetolower
ratesinthe

declined
significantly.

-

pharmaceuticals

biotechnological drugs.

European countries.

N

Iran, Turkey eye boosting trade in

Director General of Iran-Turkey Chamber of Commerce Seyed
Jalal Ebrahimisaid on Wednesday that Tehran and Ankaraare
weighing possibilities toboosttrade in pharmaceuticals.

Noting that “roadmaps have been devised for developing
mutual economic cooperation,” Ebrahimisaid that both
countries are seeking to boost the voluem of trade in

He had previously expressed an Iranian pharmaceutical
company’sreadiness to establish apharmaceutical industrial
parkin Turkey from which it could exportits products to

The official highlighted the importance of creating a joint
exportguarantee fund to pave the way for transactions
between the two neighbors, saying Iran has proposed

establishingajointbank, whichisbeing mulled over by the
Turkishside.

Should the fund be established, it will facilitate trade relations

and mutual investments, as well as ease the issuance of export
guarantees.
Ebrahimiadded, “Iran and Turkey have taken steps to further
develop economictiesandaretryingtoboosttradeinbroader
aspectsincluding petrochemicals, minerals and industrial
equipment.”

Accordingtoreports, trade volume between Iran and Turkey

amounted to $5.2 billionin the firsthalfof 2018, with Iran’s
exportssittingatop.
Accordingto Iranian Commercial Attaché in Turkey Alireza

Jafarbeiglou, Iran’s exports volume to Turkey during the six

Republic.

months amounted to around $3.8 billion. In return, Turkey
exported some $.14 billion worth of goods to the Islamic

Solution: NO 56

Iran Allocates 3Sb
Pharmaceutical Imports

The Central Bank of Iran
governor Abdolnaser Hemmati
said more than $3 billion has

of pharmaceuticals, raw
materials and medical
equipment, he said. “The CBI

beenearmarked fortheimport hasnolimitationsinproviding

of pharmaceuticals since the
beginning of the currentfiscal
in March, IBENA reported
“Pharmaceuticalsand medical

currency pharmaceutical
imports.”

Referring to pharmaceutical
companies’liquidity problems,

equipmentare ourtoppriority he said decisions have been

and we want to make sure the

made to provide them cash

CBlisbackingtheimports [of by the Plan and Budget

suchgoods],”headded.
The CBI has given the Health

Organization as well as the
bankingsystemto enable them

Ministry hundred of millions to purchase medicine and

ofdollars to ease purchases

pharmaceutical raw materials.

openmarket
andreceiving
cheaperrates

havealready

/
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What's News

o Iran Chamber
of Commerce
Makes New
Proposals

for Easing

EconomiclIlls
The head of Iran's
Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines
and Agriculture
Gholamhossein Shafei
outlined 12 solutionsto
the ongoing currency
and economicproblems.
Private sector officials
made the proposals
inalettersentto First
Vice-President Eshagh
Jahangiri, the official
website ofthe chamber
reported.
Inhisletterto Jahangiri,
Shafei expressed the
chamber’s readiness,
as representative of
the private sector, to
elaborate and provide
details on practical
solutions to the
government.

ICCIMA Dbelieves if
proper action is not
taken soonertoreform
the fundamental
policies, the economy
will face bigger
problems. According
to Financial Tribune,
some of the chamber’s
proposalsareasfollows:
-Allocation of subsidized
currency (USD= 1
42,000 rials) for all
commodities and
servicesbestopped
-providing currency for
real needs, including
imports, suchasbasic
goods, be assigned to
the secondary market
(governed by market
rates)

- control over currency
rates and forced
interventions in the
secondary market be
strongly prevented and
letsupply and demand
mechanisms determine
currency rates in the
market

- small and medium-
sized industries
sell %80 and large
enterprises%90 oftheir
exportearnings to the
secondary market. The
restoftheirearningsbe
spentonrepaymentof
foreign currencyloans,
costsofoverseasoffices,
transportcostsand the
likes

GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE
1,186.5%

Currency: IRR
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Buyinghome
from goal to
wish!

... families would want
to buy a -100meter
house  downtown
they should leave
their -100year-olds'
salaries without
interferingin order to
become homeowners.
While the Ministry
of Roads and Urban
Development insists
thatthe costofhousing
isrelated to currency
fluctuations, many
economic expertsare
ofthe opinion thatthe
main problem of the
housing sector is the
lack of production of
units in accordance
with the patterns of
consumption in the
past years, on the
pretextofthe existence
of vacant houses or
the presence ofalarge
number of Mehrhouses
withoutan applicant.
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TFISCIGC
expertsreview
JCPOA

without US,its
consequences
Tehran Foundation
for International
and Security
Cooperation (TFISC)
and Institute for
Global Studies (IGS)
held a joint round
table dubbed “EU,
Iran and future of
JCPOA” in Rome
during which
conferred on the
latestdevelopments
of US unilateral
withdrawal from
Irannucleardealand
its consequences.
According to the
secretariat of
TFISC, the round
table was held on
Tuesday (October
9) in Rome with
the participation
of more than 20
experts from global
institutes and think
thanks duringwhich
speakers delivered
theirspeechesabout
relations between
Iran and Europe
following areview
of US sanctions
and the future of
Iran nuclear deal,
known as the Joint
ComprehensionPlan
of Action (JCPOA).

Larijani warns of attempts to sow
discord between Iran, Iraq

Iranian Parliament Speaker Ali Larijani said that enemies
try to sow discord between Iranand Iraq,adding that such
attemptswill failtoachieve any results.

He made the remarks in a Tuesday meeting with Speaker
oflraq’s Council of Representatives Mohamed al-Halbousi
onthesidelines ofthe 3rd meeting of Speakers of Eurasian
Countries' Parliamentsin Turkey's Antalya.

The USisafterlaunchingaplantohelptheIsraeliregime gain
dominance overthe regional countries, however, they will
notaccomplish their objective, Larijani highlighted.

Iraq has passed through a difficult stage, he said, adding
that Tehranisready to help Baghdad in the reconstruction
process and thatthere are many Iranian companies which
can cooperate with Iraq in different sections, such as
agricultureand industry.
Elsewhere, Larijani highlighted the need to dredge Arvand
River, adding thatmore bilateral cooperationis needed to
solve environmental problems, such as sand and dust storms,
which affectboth countries.
Al-Halbousi, for his part, appreciated Iran’s influential
cooperationinthe fightagainstterrorismand eradication
of ISILinIraq.

Iraqisagainstimposingany sanctions againstIransince

Iran’s stability directly influences
the stability of neighboring
countries, he highlighted.

He went on to say that he is
going to officially visitIranin
thenear future.

The senior officials were
attending the two-day event
in Antalya where speakers
of 20 countries’ parliaments and
delegations from 17 Asian and European

countriesare taking partto discuss cooperation on economic

Will Trump take his nafta trick

to Iran?

Christian-Zionist
lobbyists and publicists
areusing the deep pockets
of the Saudi royals to
spread their anti-Iran
propaganda, highlighting
the criminal work thatthe
USgovernmentisdoingin
Yemen.

‘& By Hussein lbish

This week Donald Trump hailed the
newtradeagreementwith Mexicoand
Canadaas “agreatdeal forall three
countries.” And maybeitwas. Butitalso
was surprisingly similar to the North
American Free Trade Agreementthat
itreplaced — and which Trump has
denouncedferociouslyforyears.

Will Trump take hisnaftatricktoIran?
The approach appears to be much
like the one he’s trying to take with
North Korea: start by denouncing
and threatening, then work toward
achievingmodestprogress.
CanthesamepatternworkwithIran?
Trump’s negotiating style is now
familiar. Hebegins by creatinga crisis
by attacking existing arrangements.
Negotiations follow and a tweak
to the pre-existing arrangements
is established. The new normal
looks alotlike the old normal, butis
rebranded. Trump takes credit for
savingthe countryfromtheerrorsofhis
predecessors.
TheNaftareplacement,dubbed the US-
Mexico-Canada Agreement, includes
somenoteworthychangestoits 24-year-
old predecessor. But many of the most
significantchangesare drawn fromthe
Trans-Pacific Partnership thatformer
PresidentBarackObamahadnegotiated
andwhich Trump consignedtothetrash
assoonashetookoffice.
RebrandingrelationswithIran, though,
may prove to be more difficult. North
Koreawasdelighted to engage withthe
USattheleader-to-leaderlevel, gaining
unprecedented legitimacyatno cost.
Iranianleaders, by contrast, would be
takinga considerable political risk by
meeting Trumpinpublic.

Trump enragedbothIran’sleadersand
publicby summarily withdrawingfrom
thenuclearagreementreached during
Obama’spresidency, callingit“the worst
deal ever,”and launchinga campaign
of “maximum pressure,” largely in the

formoffinancial war. Europeaneffortsto
createa “special paymentsvehicle” that
wouldallow countriesand companiesto
paylranincurrenciesotherthandollars
andskirtUSsanctionsmayhelptosome
extent.
AllthisisbolsteringIranianhard-liners
and causing many Iranians to rally
aroundtheflag.

Beyond thesanctions, the UShasteamed
up with regional allies to intensify
strategicpressure.UStroopsarestaying
ineastern Syria. And the USand Saudi
Arabiahavebeen pursuingacampaign
toweakenIran’sgriponlraq.
Bothsidesbeganthe confrontationwith
exaggerated confidence. Butitsoon
became clear thatthere were limits to
whateither could achieve. Iranisn’t
goingtobeabletoisolate Washington,
nomatter how frustrated Europeans
becomewith Trump.And USpressureon
Iranisn’tgoingto produceamajorpolicy
change, letaloneregime change.

So, unlessboth sideswantawar, and
neitherside does, Iran and the US will
havetofindawaytore-engage.
Trumphassignaled thathewantsanew
understandingwith Iran,sayingin July:
“Theywanttomeet, I'll meet. Anytime
they want. No preconditions. If they
wanttomeet, I'llmeet”

Washington’s idea of a deal would
addressthree aspects ofthe six-nation
nuclear deal that Trump withdrew the
USfrominMay.

First,the USwantsrestraintsonIran’s
nuclearactivitiesthatdon'texpireina
fewyears,astheydoin 10to 15years
underthenucleardeal.Second, itwants
tolimitIran’s missile development,
whichisnotcovered by the nuclear
dealatall. And third, the White House
wantsagreements curtailingwhatthey

claimtobelran’s “destabilizingregional
policies” especially supportof groups
like Hezbollah.

It’s going to be politically difficult
and emotionally galling for Iranian
leaders to get back into a dialogue
with Washington. But the only way
torelieve the pressure they faceis to
seekanewaccommodation. So they
arealreadylayingthe groundwork. At
the September meeting of the United
Nations General Assembly, Iranian
Foreign Minister Mohammed Javad
Zarifleftthe dooropen, saying, “I'mnot
rulingoutthe prospectoftalks.” In]July,
President Hassan Rouhanienraged
Trump by warning of the “mother of
allwars,” buthe also offered to help
craft “the mother of all peace” with
Washington.

According to David Ignatius of the
Washington Post,atthe UN Trump told
French President Emmanuel Macron
thathe was “ready tonegotiate” with
Iran,butadded: “It'stooearly. Theyneed
tosuffer”

Ignatius wrote that he was skeptical
that US pressure tactics can work
againstIran. Buteven the faintsignals
of re-engagement show that the two
sides are closer to a new dialogue,
possibly beginning through European
intermediaries, than many people
would have thought when Trump
pulled outofthe nuclear agreement.
Washington and Tehran are
communicatingthatneitherwantswar,
butalsothatneitherissatisfied with the
currentarrangement.
Thatmeansbothsidesmustwantadeal.
Andthat’sprogress, eventhoughit'sfar
fromclearthateitherside’sideaofafair
dealwould ultimately proveacceptable
totheother.
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Trump administration studies waiving Iranian oil sanctions

and environmental issues and sustainable development.

NEWS

Iranraps ‘attribution mechanism’
asbeingbeyond OPCW duties

Iran’s envoy to the Organization for the
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW)
criticized the adoption ofanew mechanism
thatassigns blame for chemical attacks, saying
such decisionisoutside theresponsibilities of
the world’s chemical weapons watchdog.Iran’s
Permanent Representative to Organization
for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons
(OPCW), Ali RezaJahangiri, addressed the
89th session ofthe OPCW Executive Council,
criticizng the adoption of a French-proposed
attribution mechansim by the OPCW that
would assign blame for chemical attacks,
saying the mechanism was outside the duties
ofthe world’s chemical weapons watchdog.
He furtherregarded as “withoutjustification”
the allocation of any amount of budget for
implementation of this “non-consensus
and controversial” decision, as well as the
establishment of anew office for assigning
blame.Priortothe adoption ofthe attribution
mechanism, the OPCW only determined
whether chemical attacks have taken place, not
who carried themout.

Iran-UK jointgasfield activity not

tobe ceased

Following compressive negotiations between
British companies and Washington, US
has excepted Iran-UK joint gas field from
Washington sanctions againstIran, Iranian
ambassador to UK, Hamid Baeidinejad said.
Halfofthe gasfieldlocated in North Seabelongs
toIran.Mentioning UK’s British Petroleum
received awaiver from U.S. sanctions due to
come into force from November 4, the Iranian
ambassadortweeted, “If the exception wasn’t
approved, the gasfield activitiesmusthave been
ceasedsince 10 days before”.

Iran's response to Ahvaz attack

devastating: Police Chief
Chiefoflran's police force described the recent
operationin Syriaasa'devastatingresponse’
totheattack carried outin the southwestern
Iranian city of Ahvaz that claimed the lives
of two dozens of people.'The incident on
September 22 astheresultof whichanumber
of our countrymen and women, particularly
children and war-wounded, wasaplotdrawn by
the USand theterrorists created byit, Hossein
Ashtarisaid Wednesday addressing the 9th
meeting of Iran's police with ambassadors,
chargés d'affaires and representatives of the
international organizations.The attackin Ahvaz
leftmore than 60 people,includingwomen and
children, injured.Islamic Revolution Gaurd
Corps (IRGC), inretaliation for the terrorist
attack, launched several surface-to-surface
ballistic missiles to terrorists' positionsin
Bukamal region, eastern Euphrates in
Syria.

The Trump administration is open to
allowing some countries to continue
importingIranian oil, despite hawkishness
ontighteningthe squeeze on Tehranand
any country thatcontinues doingbusiness
with Iran, according to US officials who
confirmed to the Washington Free Beacon
thatsome nations may getatemporary
passfromacadreofnewsanctionssettobe
imposed nextmonth.

The latest concessions come amid
a widening battle in the Trump
administration over the severity of new
sanctionssettobeimposed onIranearly

nextmonth.

While top officials in the Trump
administration, including US President
Trump himself, have vowed to crackdown
onglobalbusinessdealingswith Iran,some
officials have been working tolessenthe
severity ofthese sanctions through waivers
and otherconcessions.

Trump administration officials told the
Free BeaconinJunetheyare "notgranting
waivers" to some countries importing
[ranian oil, but walked thatstatementback
late Monday when a US official disclosed it
isnowactivelyworkingto grant"individual

countries" waivers from the new oil
sanctions.

This new stance comes amid statements
abouttheadministration'swillingnessto
grantotherconcessions,suchaspreserving
Iran'saccess tointernational financial
markets,asthe Free Beacon firstreported
onMonday.

AUS government official confirmed late
Monday the administrationisengagedin
aprocesstoselectively grant waivers to
certain countriesstillimporting Iranian oil.
The United States on Tuesday granted BP
and Serica Energyanewlicensetoruna

T
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North
Sea gas field partly

ownedby Iran.

The waiver extension will allow Serica to
complete the acquisition of BP’s stake in
the Rhum, Bruce and Keith fields, as well
asbuying Total’s stakesin Bruceand Keith,
Sericasaidinastatement.
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Oil dips as IMF lowers global growth

outlook; eyes on U.S. hurricane

Oil prices edged lower on Wednesday after the IMF lowered its global
growth forecasts but prices were supported as Hurricane Michael
churned toward Florida, causing the shutdown of nearly 40 percent of
U.S. Gulfof Mexico crude output.Brent crude LCOc1 futuresweredown 21
centsat84.79$ abarrel by 0434 GMT, aftera 1.3 percentgain on Tuesday.
U.S.West Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude CLc1 was downby 34 cents, or 0.5
percent,at74.62$ abarrel, after rising nearly 1 percentin the previoussession.
The International Monetary Fund downgraded its global economic growth forecasts

for2018and 2019 on Tuesday, raising concerns that demand for oil products may slump as well.
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Retflection of Isfahan's beauties at
Erfurt University of Germany

"The students of Erfurt University of Ger-

many, as the cultural ambassadors of Isfa-
han, will exhibit the beauties of this histori-
cal metropolisin Germany," the head of tourism
department of the cultural, social, and sport organiza-

tion of Isfahan municipality said.

"Two professorsat Erfurt University of Germany and
eightstudents ofthe artdepartment, studding the
interculturalissues, have traveled to Iran to perform
aphotographicprojectattheir own expense; they
will stay 1 dayin Tehran, 4 days in Isfahan, 1 dayin
Yazd,and 1 dayin Shiraz," Alireza Massah said. "They
will stay in [sfahan more than other cities; it shows
thatIsfahanis particularly significant for foreigner
tourists," he continued.

"The visiting tour of this -10member group was
actually a cooperation project between Isfahan
municipality and Erfurt University of Germany to
visitthe important historical and cultural areas
ofthe city. The photo exhibition with the theme of

Isfahanwill be held in the Erfurt University nextyear
(A.D) and the taken photos will be displayed with the
logo of Isfahan municipality," he noted."One of the
mostimportantactivities thatattracts more tourists
isholdinginternational exhibitions, butdue to the
currency related problems, participatingin different
exhibitions will be expensive for the municipality;
moreover, some people try to stonewall our
attendinginthese exhibitions," he also said.

Pavement construction plan of Chaharbagh to
runin Ghazvin

'\-}\ borhoods, increasing vitality in the urban

spaces, and also increasing the quality of
citizens' lives are the developmental indices in the me-
tropolises that should be considered by all the authori-

ties," the mayor of Ghazvin said.
Saying that culturalindices and improving the

quality of citizens' livesare considered in the City
Council and the municipality of Ghazvin, Ali Safari
said, "Transportation and infrastructure issues
are paid attention too."Noting that modeling the
activities of Isfahan municipality in Ghazvinhasbeen
putontheagenda, he continued, "We have visited
the Chaharbagh pavementconstructionarea,and
wedecide toimplementthe same planin Ghazvin."
Referring to the historical, cultural, and heritage
attractions, hesaid, "This city hasalsointactnatural
sitesthatwillhostall people of Iran."Pointing to the
necessity ofthe empathy between the municipalities
and the city councils to succeed inimplementing
the plansand projectsin citiesacrossIran, he said,
"Whatis evidentis the sympathy in Isfahan which
certainly brings very good results."Saying thata
partofthe success of Ghazvinis duetothe presence
ofIsfahaniauthoritiesin thiscity, he continued, "The
firstgovernor-general of Ghazvinis Seyed Ali Nekuie
from Isfahan, whom we wish him well."

in Iran

Airfares Expected to Decline

EU has limited time to save JCPOA: Iranian

diplomat

Deputy director of the presidential chief of staff, Majid
Takht-Ravanchi,reminded EU ofitslimited chance to
carryoutitsresponsibilities for saving the [ran nuclear
dealafter the USwithdrawal.

Majid Takht-Ravanchi, deputy director of the
presidential chiefof stafffor political affairs, delivered a
speech Tue.atameetingin Brussels focused on Europe
andIran’s cooperationand the Future of JCPOA.

The meeting was a precursor to the third Tehran
Security Conference scheduled for 14-3 January
2019 under the theme of “Regional Security in West
Asia: Prospect of Stability, Cooperation and Collective
Progress”.

Atthe meeting, the Iranian diplomatnoted Iran’s
efforts for establishing stability in the Middle East
and preserving the rule oflaw onrelations between

governments,and highlighted the need for Europeans’
practical commitment toward their responsibilities
within the framework of the Iran nuclear deal, also
known astheJCPOA.

Takht-Ravanchithenreviewed Iran’s nuclearactivities
inthepast15years, noting the responsible approach of
Iranianauthorities and the country’s beliefin dialogue
and interactions.

He stressed that the survival of any international
agreementrequires all parties to carry out their
commitmentsunderthe deal.

Healso censured the US’ unlawful and irresponsible
measure in withdrawing from the JCPOA and violating
theinternationallaw, warningaboutthe consequences
of other countries’ silence toward Washington’s
dangerousbehavior.

Khashoggi Killed on Order of Saudi Leadership, Turkish Officials Say

Top Turkish security officials have concluded that Saudi
dissidentjournalistJamal Khashoggi was assassinated in
the Saudi Consulate in Istanbul on orders from the highest
levels ofthe royal court, a senior official said.

The official described a quick and complex operation
in which Khashoggi was killed within two hours of his
arrival at the consulate by a team of Saudi agents, who
dismembered hisbody with abone saw they brought for
the purpose.

“Itislike ‘Pulp Fiction,”
York Timesreported.
Saudi officials, including Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman, have denied the allegations, insisting that
Khashoggileftthe consulate freely shortly after he arrived.
PresidentRecep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey has demanded
thatthe Saudis provide evidence proving their claim.

The security establishment concluded that Khashoggi’s
killing was directed from the top because only the most
senior Saudileaders could orderanoperation of such scale
and complexity, the official said, speaking on condition of
anonymity to disclose confidential briefings.

Fifteen Saudiagentshad arrived on two charter flightslast
Tuesday, the day Khashoggidisappeared, the official said.
All 15 leftjusta few hourslater, and Turkey has now
identified therolesthatmostorall ofthemheld in the Saudi
governmentor security services, the official said. One was
anautopsy expert, presumably there tohelp dismemberthe
body, the official said.

Erdogan was informed of the conclusions on Saturday,
accordingto several people with knowledge of the briefings.
Another person briefed on the matter, speaking on
condition of anonymity to disclose confidential details,

the official said on Tuesday, the New

told The Times on Saturday that Turkishintelligence had
obtained avideo of the killing, made by the Saudis to prove
thatithad occurred.

A commentator close to Erdogan’s government said so
publicly on Tuesday.

“Thereisavideo ofthe momentofhimbeingkilled,” Kemal
Ozturk, a columnistinapro-governmentnewspaperand
the formerhead ofa semiofficial news agency, said inan
interview onapro-governmenttelevision network, citing
unnamed security officials.

Another senior Turkish official, speaking on condition
ofanonymity to discuss diplomatic strategy, said Ankara
hoped thatthe international community would take the
leadin challenging Saudi Arabia over the fate of Khashoggi.
The United Nations human rights office also called for Saudi
Arabiaand Turkey to conductathorough investigation and
to make theresults public.

“This is of serious concern, the apparent enforced
disappearance of Khashoggi from the Saudi Consulate
inIstanbul,” Ravina Shamdasani, a spokeswoman for the
human rights office, told reportersin Geneva.

Two other Turkish government officials confirmed the
broad outlinesofareportin Sabah detailingthe movements
ofthe Saudi team thatarrived in Istanbul on the day of
Khashoggi’'s disappearance. Both officials spoke on the
condition ofanonymity because they were notauthorized
to commentpublicly.

The newspapersaid thattwo private Gulfstream IV planes
belongingto a charter service thathas often worked with
the Saudi government, Sky Prime Aviation, took off from
Riyadh onthe morningofOct. 2 carrying 15 passengers —
allintelligence agents or government officials.
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