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Attraction

L Ll
Naranjestan
Gardenin
Shiraz

This garden which is
one of the buildings
of Qajar erahad been
constructed during
tereign of Naseredin
Shahandislocated on
Lotfalikhan Streetin
Shiraz. This place has
been the residential
area of Qavam family
and the office for his
administration. The
magnificent Qavam
House is enriched
with marvelous tile
works and amazing
embellishments.
Because of the
abundance of orange
trees inside the
garden of this house,
ithasbecome known
as Naranjestan of
Qavam. Entry to the
buildingis done after
passing through an
octagonal corridor
which connects you
to the main axis of the
building. Bricks have
decorated the facade
of the monument.
Two Qajar soldiers
are depicted standing
with rifles in hands.
You vican observe
inlaid working on the
woods ofthe entrance
door. The octagonal
corridor hasa ceiling
decorated with tiles
and bricks and star
shaped decorations.
The building has an
area of more than
3500 square meters
with total foundation
0f490 square meters.
The southern part of
the building has two
porticos with inlaid
wooden columns and
wonderful plaster
workdecorations. The
northern parthastwo
floors and a portico
withtwostonepillarsis
flanked by inlaid doors
and windows and a
marvelously decorated
ceiling full of mirror
works and fabulous
paintings. The mirror
hallisareal featof Qajar
eraasitsarchitecture
is symmetrical and
portico floors are
decorated with blue
and white tiles in a
gorgeous way and
attractive plasterwork
has decorated the
porticos’walls.
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Visit Abyaneh historical

village on your trip to Iran

Abyanehvillage is one of the
touristattractionsin Isfahan
Province, located 40km
from Natanz. As a tangible
cultural heritage with an
age-old history and unique
architecture, the village
attracts many tourists from all
overtheworld eachyear.

Abyaneh’s history goes backtoatleast
1,500 years andis one of the earliest
human settlementsinthe Dasht-e Kavir
regionof central Iran.

Abyaneh historicvillage hasbeenable
toattracttheattention ofartand history
enthusiasts to thisregion. If you ever
make atrip to Iran, make sure you visit
thisfabulousattraction, destinationiran.
comwrote.

Abyanehvillage architecture

The village is situated on the
northwestern slope of Mount Karkas
between Kashan and Isfahan near
Barzrud River. Opinions vary about the
special architecture of Abyaneh. Ithas
multi-storey houses which appear to
belike severalindependentsections.
Sincethereisnotenough space onthe
mountain slope, the architects have
chosen this type of architecture. Of
course, therearealso similar examples
of sucharchitecture forinstance those
in Paveh (Kermanshah Province) and
Masouleh (Gilan Province).

The houses of this multi-storey village
arebuiltonthehillsideasifplacedona
stairway. This breathtakingarchitecture,
which provides the image of the
labyrinth forvisitors, attracts numerous
[ranianand foreign tourists everyyear.
The village was one of the earliest
humansettlementsinIran.So, naturally,
several cultures and civilizations
have influenced itthroughouthistory.
However,artand history enthusiasts
can easily grasp the consolidated
architecturalstyle ofthevillage.
Abyaneh has also benefited from
the designs of Sasanian architecture

whichareevidentatFiroozabadin Fars
Province. Now, the architecture of the
Abyaneh historicvillage, which was
influenced by the art of the Sassanians,
Seljuks, Safavids, etc.,isknown as one
ofthe wonderful touristattractions of
Isfahan Province and playsakeyrolein
theregion'stourism.

In the architecture of this village, the
local people have used sun-dried bricks
and wood. The architects of Abyaneh
have been able to make the bestuse
of fired and sun-dried bricks in the
construction.

The roofs, ceilings, door frames,
windowsand terraces ofthe housesare
mostlymade ofwood. Thearch-shaped
doorways and windows have added
beauty to the houses of this village and
provided aspectacular environment.
This design along with the narrow
passageways and streets has given
astonishingviewsto Abyaneh.

The unified architecture of the village
attracts the attention of tourists and
visitorsalike. The housesarelocated
asifplaced onastairway. The roofs of
some houses serveas the courtyard for
anotherhouse higher up onthe slope.
This feature helps make optimum use
ofland and space. Onthe otherhand, the
exteriorfagade ofwalls ofthebuildingsis
covered withadobe-color clay.
Abyaneh culture and tradition

The exclusive culture and traditions
oftheinhabitants of Abyaneh are the
otherreason foritsreputation. Native
people have fully protected the values
andtraditionsoftheirancestors.Andyou
canstill see the traditional costume and
local clothingin thisvillage.

Native people speak their ownlocal
dialect. Abyanehisone ofthose villages
thathasretained their own particular
religious and ritual ceremonies,
especially Muharram ceremonies, which
are the bestexample of this intangible
cultural heritage.

Apartfromits fantastichistory, Abyaneh
village has a beautiful nature with
arableland and hardworking people
with remarkable commitment. The
large number of gardens in Abyaneh

have contributed to its prosperous
agriculture, gardening, and livestock
breeding. Thus, they haveall provided a
suitable condition for creatingrelatively
goodincome foritsinhabitants.
Inaddition, carpet weavingisalsoa
source ofincome forwomenand girlsin
thisvillage. Ithas provided the ground
forsomeentrepreneursin thisregion.
Historicalmonuments

There are many historical shrines,
mausoleums, and monuments which
form an integral part of the rich
collection of Abyaneh’stangible cultural
heritage. Native peopleand tourists visit
BibiZobeideh Mausoleum —a major
religious site in Abyaneh Village. The
mausoleum of Bibi Zobeideh, who was
related to Imam MusaKazim (PBUH), the
seventh Shialmam,isalsolocatedinthe
southeastofthisvillage.

Thereare other mausoleumsbelonging
toYahyaandIsaattheeasternpartofthe
village who were the sons of Imam Musa
Kazim (PBUH). Thereis a difference
between thearchitectural style of these
two pilgrimage sites and that of the
wholevillage. The main feature of this
mausoleumisits vast courtyard, pool,
and a conical dome. Architects have
designed this beautiful structure with
turquoisetiles.

These Islamicedifices, especially the
Jame’ Mosque, have played asignificant
roleinreligiousaspectsand intangible
cultural heritage of Abyaneh. The
floor of the Shabestan (prayinghall) is
made of wood which has made it quite
different. The wooden mehrab is the
mostsignificantreligious element of
Abyaneh remaining from the Seljuk
period.It'sbeendecorated withimages
offlowersand plantsand Qur’anicverses
fromthe chapter Yaseen.
Themosquehasbeenrestoredinrecent
yearsand is one ofthe mostremarkable
religious monuments of this village.
Whatmakes Abyaneh Village apowerful
magnetattracting many to itselfis the
traditional ambiance, beautiful nature
and exclusive architecture of the village
thatattracttheattention of domesticand
international tourists.

Native people
have fully
protectedthe
valuesand
traditions of their
ancestors. And
you canstill see
thetraditional
costumeand
local clothing
inthisvillage.
Native people
speaktheirown
local dialect.
Abyanehis
oneofthose
villagesthat has
retained their
own particular
religious
andritual
ceremonies,
especially
Muharram
ceremonies,
whicharethe
best example of
thisintangible
cultural
heritage.

WHERETO STAY

Saraye Ameriha Boutique
Hotel: Most Prominent And
Outstanding Boutique Hotel In
Kashan

N

Kashanisknown forits touristattractions and
moreimportantly, foritshistoricalhouses. One of
thesehistorical houses, Saraye Ameriha House is
now aBoutique Hotel. Saraye Ameriha Boutique
Hotelisthe most prominentand outstanding
boutique hotel in Kashan. The glory of this hotel
iseminent fromthe seven beautiful yardsand the
longestwindward in the whole city. Talkingabout
the history of this hotel, Ameriha family was the
owner of this place. They were the tollman of
the silkroad passing through Kashan. Later on,
Company took the charge of renovating Saraye
Ameriha Boutique Hoteland now itis available
forthetouristsand travelers.

The delicate carvings on the walls and beautiful,
traditional paintings will surely allure the weary
traveler. Saraye Ameriha Boutique Hotel hasa
total of 9 roomsand 6 royal suites. Allrooms are
spaciousand clean and provide a glimpse of the
bygone era. There arerooms with single, double
and twin rooms with carpetsinall the rooms
along with comfortable wooden chairs. Private
bathroomsarethere for the guest’s convenience.
Youcanalsoavail 24-roomsservice. Thereare air
conditioning, LCD televisions, and toiletries in
the bathroom. You canalso optforaconcierge
and minibar.

Talking about the facilities, Saraye Ameriha
Boutique Hotel provides greatfacilitiesalong with
warm and humble hospitality. Laundry and dry
cleaningservice, taxiservices, spaand massage
center,complimentary breakfast, and 24-hour
free WiFiaccess.In case,youare onabusiness
trip, book the conference hall for your meetings
or getyour work done in the business center
onthe premises of the hotel. Moreover, medical
facilitiesare alwaystherein case ofan emergency.
Thereisacoffee shop servingtraditional Iranian
beverages, Talar Ayeneh restaurant serving
Persianand European cuisine, and breakfast
salon forthe everyday breakfastbuffet.

In terms of cleanliness, hospitality, food,
surroundings, location, and value for money;
Saraye Ameriha Boutique Hotel excels in
everything. Therefore, you can book Saraye
AmerihaBoutique Hotel for your stay in Kashan.

WHERETO EAT

Chehel Sotun Restaurant: Nice
Place'To Have A Good Time

Chehel-Sotun Restaurant51ts on the ground floor ofthe
rightwingofthe famousfive-star Abbasihotel. It's often
recommended,includingon TA, toatleasthaveateaor
adinnerin Abbasi, former caravanseraiofthe shah’s
mother, evenifyoudon’tstay here. And thisadviceis
wellworthlisteningto! Chehel-Sotun Restaurantgives
aunique opportunity to feel you're havingdinnerin
the museum, or attending the royal reception. The
restaurantinterior, followingthe decoration of Chehel
Sotun Palace, whichisone ofthe must-seesin Esfahan,
isapure piece ofart. Itswall paintings and ceiling
decorremind ofthe bestworks from Qajarand Safavid
epochs,and keep you busy studying them, while you
mealisbeingprepared and served inaslowthorough
solemnmanner. English menuavailableandisvery
extensive. Compared to Khan Gostar, foodis notthat
outstandinghere, stillvery decent. And thiswasmy only
diningexperienceinIranwith truly five-starservice!




Iran's Khoy, Turkey's Van Sign Economic

Agreement

%
The governor of Khoy city of West Azarbaijan Province and his counterpart from 4
Turkey's Van Province have signed asecurity and economic cooperation agreement I S FAHAN
titled "Fifty-Second Security Subcommittee Contract".
Referring to Khoy hosting the governor of Van and 17 Turkish officials inrecent days, A A
Seyyed Mohammad Abadiadded, “Combating drug trafficking, human smuggling,
terrorism, organized crimesand illegalimmigration are among the provisions of the
agreement," IRNAreported on Friday.
Abadinotedthattheriseintrade exchanges and developmentofjointborder markets
atRaziborder crossinglinking Khoy with Kapikoy of Van, as well as the development of
tourisminfrastructure, areamong otherarticles of the contract.

Iran Olive Production Expected to Rise

Olive productioninIranisexpected toreach 90,000 tons in the currentIranianyear
(started March 21) andregistera 5% rise compared with the corresponding period
oflastyear, the manager of the so-called Olive Project, initiated by the Agriculture
Ministry, said.

“Lastyear,about 65% ofthe olive yield were used to make conservesand olive oil was
derived from the remaining 35%. We are trying to channel more olives into the olive
oilindustry,” Rahmatollah Parichehr was also quoted as sayingby Mehr News Agency.
The official added that 5,000-7,000 tons of olive oil are produced in the country
annually and almost the same amountisimported. He put per capita olive oil
consumptioninlranat135 grams, Financial Tribune reported.

The Sixth Five-Year DevelopmentPlan (2017-22) has setthe targetof 200,000 tpy in
olive oil production.
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Vietnam to import Iranian
agricultural products

Chairman ofthe Iranian Agriculture Ministry's
Department for International Affairs said the
country is setto offerits agricultural products
inthe Vietnamese market.

Houman Fathi said Vietnam’s Ministry
of Agriculture and Rural Development has
officially approved Iran’srequest on exporting
plant-based agricultural products to the
Southeastern Asian country.

Notingthatthe Vietnamese lawimposes strict
requirements on the imports of agricultural
products and only 45 countries are currently
active in the country’s agricultural market,
Fathi said Iran has gained all the food
safety qualifications set by the Vietnamese
government.

The official added that the ministry has
submitted arequest on exports of animal-
based agricultural products to Vietnam, which
currently awaits theapproval of theirrespective
government.

Iranian farmers produce over 120 million tons
of agricultural, garden, animal, poultry and
aquaticproducts peryear, a portion of whichis
offered in the markets abroad.

Europeans Want Iran Bank
Connected to World: French

Senator

Europeannationsare seekingto ensureatleast
one Iranian bankstays connected to the world
afterthe USimposed new sanctions againstthe
country,aFrench senatorsaid in Tehran.
European efforts to help Iranians benefit from
thenuclear deal despite the US sanctionsis
“difficultbutit’s possible”, said French Senator
Philippe Bonnecarrere on Sunday, AFP reported.
One way was “to have atleastone Iranian bank
remain connected to the international banking
system through SWIFT to keep up commercial
relations on goods or services thatare not
subjecttosanctions,” headded.
Bonnecarrere, who heads the France-Iran
friendship group in the upper house
of parliament, made the remarks during a
news conference with French and Iranian
counterparts.

Bonnecarrere was in Iran with six other
membersofthe French parliament.

The visitwas asign of “all the determination
and all the will of France to keep alive the
nuclear agreement,” said Delphine O, one of the
lawmakers.

The United States pulled outofthe 2015 nuclear
deal between Tehranand world powers in May
and has beenreimposing punishing sanctions
on Tehran, targeting, in particular, its financial
system.

Iran: 16Sb Urban Renewal Agreement
Expected to Create 300kJobs

A trilateral agreement based on
the government’s urban renewal
initiative is expected to create
300,000 directand indirectjobs.

The agreement was signed in Tehran on
Saturday between the Ministry of Roadsand
Urban Development, the Planand Budget
Organizationand the National Development
Fund ofIran,accordingto the ministry’snews
website.

The ceremony was attended by outgoing
Roads Minister Abbas Akhoundi, PBO
chief, Mohammad Baqer Nobakht, the
head of NDFI’sboard of trustees, Morteza
Shahidzadeh,and President Hassan Rouhani’s
economicadvisor, Mohammad Nahavandian.
The agreement, which among other things
secured funds forthe urbanrenewalinitiative
tobeginin earnestduringthe currentfiscal
year thatendsin March 2019, is expected to
support120,000directand 180,000 indirect
jobs,accordingto Financial Tribune.
Theinitiative revolvesaround renovatingand
revitalizing distressed and unstable urban
areasacross the country. Capital city Tehran
isespecially atarget ofthe scheme sincea
staggering40% ofits population currentlylive
indistressed orunstableareas mostlylocated
inthe southern parts ofthe city.

The mainaim ofthe schemeistoboost quality
oflifeinthose areas, butanother significant
goalistoempowerthemtobebetter prepared
intheeventofearthquakes.

“This agreement is a symbol of Iran
boastinglocal potentials and based on it
100,000 residential units will be renovated
indistressed urban areas of the country,”
Nobakhtsaid,addingthatavailable resources
allow for another 100,000 units to be
revitalized.

More Details of Urban Renewal Scheme
Accordingto Afshin Barmaki,thehead of PBO’s
Economy Council, articles of the national

Saturday’s agreement was signed, obligate
the governmenttorevive 270 neighborhoods
acrossthe countryeachyear.

Anurban development council at the Roads
Ministry, on the other hand, is tasked with
devisingrenewal plans for eachneighborhood
thatdoesnotpresently haveany.

In each neighborhood, 500 residential
units have been designated for renewal and
revitalization. Thisincludes 2,300 square
meters for religious purposes, 2,800 square
meters for cultural purposes, 7,070 square
meters for medical and hygienic purposes,
190,000 square meters for replacing or
renewing public passageways, 7,600 square
meters for sports purposes, 1,400 square
meters for educational purposesand 22,000
squaremetersofgreenery.

For the fiscal 2018-19 alone, 100,000
residential unitsare slated tobe renewed in
486neighborhoodsofall 31 provinces of Iran.
In addition to supporting those
neighborhoods, Barmakisaid, the agreement
also specified facilities forurbanrenewal.
“Metropolises, including Tehran, East
Azerbaijan, Isfahan, Khorasan Razavi
and Khuzestan, will have a bigger share of

($11,900) loans,” he said, adding that
applicantsin other cities will receive loans
eachamounting to 400 millionrials ($9,525).
During the signing ceremony, Akhoundi
stressed that urban renewal is the only
solution to acute challenges of bad living
conditionsacrossIran.
“Destroyingneighborhoods and eliminating
the definition of the problem will
certainly resolve nothing,” he said. “Social
strengthening, public participation, boosting
financialand technical capabilities of residents
andreturning to an Iranian urban culture
and Iranianidentity across citiesis the main
solutionto our problems.”

The major agreementwas Akhoundi’slast
officialactasurban developmentminister.
Onthesameday, he presented hisresignation
letter datingback toalmost50 daysago, saying
the president has finally accepted it. The
reasons behind hisresignation—domestic
resistance toward economic freedom and
free markettenets that prevented him from
effectively doinghisjob, especiallyadifference
of opinion on how to implement urban
renewal—may yet castdoubton the future of
theurbanrenewal scheme.

countering sanctions’

exports.

the global markets.”

N

a Trustworthy exporters ‘pioneers of

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said trustworthy exporters
are pioneers of countering US sanctions, especially in the
currentsituationin which enemiesintend to hinderIran’s

Addressinghis cabinetlate Sunday, Rouhani said that “our
country’s exporters can safeguard employmentand domestic
production through keepingthe share of [ranian productsin

The president pointed to the recent fluctuationsin the
currency market, sayingrevenues from exportsand the inflow

of foreign exchange would be of greathelp to stabilize the\
foreign currency market.

“Inallits currency and export policies, the government

has soughtto protectthe exportcycle of the country using
trustworthy exporters’ advice.”
Stating thatimproving the business conditionsis one of

the priorities of the government, Rouhaniattached a great

importance to the cooperation of all bodies, especially the
private sector and the chambers of commerce.
He said thatthe Ministry of Economic Affairs and Finance is

tasked with holding talks between the governmentand the

private sector and provide the governmentwith the opinions
ofthe private sector.

/
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Iran-Russia Non-Oil Trade Sees
Over SO Percent Hike

Irantraded 956,662 tons of
non-oil commodities worth
closeto $751.38 million with
Russia during the first half
of the current Iranian year
(March21-Sept.22).

This marks a 25.7% and
81.21% growthin weightand
valuerespectively compared
withthe correspondingperiod
oflastyear, latestdatareleased
by the Islamic RepublicofIran
Administration

Customs
show.

Iran’s exports to Russia stood
at212,605 tons worth over

$118.16 million,up 17.63%
and 20.77% in volume and
valuerespectively year-on-
year. Russiawas Iran’s 21st
exportdestination duringthe
period.

The above figures account
for 0.38% and 0.51% of the
tonnage and value of Iran’s
total exports over the period
respectively, Financial
Tribunereported.

Iran mainly exported apples,
fresh and frozen tomatoes,
pistachio and kiwi to Russia
duringthe six-month period.
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What's News

+Sri Lanka
seeks waiver

on Iranianoil
imports: Paper
Sri Lanka is seeking
ways to confront the
US sanctions against
Iraninabidto continue
its oil imports from
the Islamic Republic,
a leading Indian
newspaperreported.
Sri Lanka has sought
advice from India
over its strategy on
purchasingoil fromIran
inthelightoftightening
US sanctions during
bilateraltalks, the 'New
Indian Experss'wrote
onitswebsite.

The paper said that
accordingtoastatement
published by the
office of Sri Lanka's
Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe, the
country's Petroleum
Minister Arjuna
Ranatungahas sought
information on how
Indiawillactinthe case
of tighter sanctions
from Indian External
AffairsMinister Sushma
Swaraj.

The UShasunilaterally
withdrawn from the
2015 nuclear deal
with Iran, formally
known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA),
andissettoreimpose
the second wave of
fresh sanctions onthe
countryonNovember4.
Based onthestatement,
Swaraj had explained
India's strategy onIran
and has said SriLanka
could also follow the
processand promised
furtherinformation.
India along with Sri
Lanka is part of a the
Asian Clearing Union,a
kind of netsettlement
systemsetupbyagroup
ofcountrieswith central
bankswithinconsistent
policy that operates
failingsoft-pegswiththe
USdollarandtherefore
have persistentforeign
exchangeshortages.
SriLanka'sageingstate-
runrefinery, originally
built by the Soviet
Union, worksbestwith
[ranianlightcrude, with
otherheaviercrudesnot
generatingenoughlight
distillates.

GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE
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ISIL Plotfor'Terrorist Attacks in Iran Foiled

TheIraqgiinterior ministryannounced thatthe country'sintelligence forces have defused
ISIL's plotsto carry outterroristattacksinIran, Turkeyand Iraq's Suleimaniyeh province.
"The intelligence team which had infiltrated the terrorist groups could provide the
quadrilateral coalition of Iraq, Syria, Iran and Russia with intelligence about ISIL's moves,"
thehead ofal-Soqourintelligence group atthe Iraqiinterior ministry Abu Ali al-Basari was
quoted assayingbyIraq's SNGnews agency.

He added thatthe terrorists had plots to carry out terroristattacks in Turkey, Iran and
Suleimaniyeh region, noting thatthe numerousairstrikeslaunched by the Russian fighter
jetsin Syriafoiled the ISIL plotstoinfiltrate Iran, Iraq, Turkey and some of the European states
and operationsin Ragqaand Albu Kamal in Syria.

The Quadrilateral Intelligence Sharing Center, with military attachés from Iran, Russia, Iraq
and Syria, is headed by the Iraqi Military Information Organization since its foundation in

Israel steals organs of Palestinian kids

ABelgian official’sremarks thatIsrael steals the organs of Palestinian children, whom
itkills, have made headlines again after the news website which published them
decided tostickto the story:.

RobrechtVanderbeeken, the cultural secretary of Belgium’s ACOD trade union and
aphilosophy of science scholar,had made the comments backin Augustinacolumn
published by Belgian website De Wereld Morgen.

Thepopulation ofthe Gaza Stripisbeing “starved to death, poisoned, and childrenare
kidnapped and murdered for their organs,” he wrote then.

The website recently received a complaint by Belgian watchdog, the Interfederal
Center for Equal Opportunities, over the story. De Wereld Morgen, however, stuck to
theassertionthatIsrael “kidnapped” and “murdered” Palestinian childrenand used
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Syriacondemns
France's claim
onplayingrolein
liberating Raqqa
.Italsoalleged that"France
has mobilized 30€ million
sincetheliberationofRaqqa
insupportofhumanitarian
and stabilization projects
innortheastern Syria."“The
entire world haswitnessed
the systematicdestruction
of Raqqa city by the so-
called international
coalition and the rotten
bodiesofinnocentcivilians
in the streets of the city
and the displacement of
therestofitsinhabitants
which amounts to crimes
of genocide that require
accountability at a time
when safe corridors were
opened for evacuating
ISIL terrorists under the
protection ofthe US-French
coalition forces to use
them elsewhere in order
to complicate the crisisin
Syriaand prolongittoserve
theagendas ofthe colonial
West,”the sourcesaid.
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Saudi Arabiamust
bedropped from
UNHRC: Amir-
Abdollahian
Iranian Parliament’s
General Director for
International Affairs

Hossein Amir-Abdollahian
stressed that Saudi Arabia
asaviolatorofhumanrights
in Yemen, Bahrain,and the
perpetrator of Khashoggi's
murder mustbe dropped
fromthe UN Human Rights
Council.

“US President, Donald
Trump should be held
accountable before the
world for Khashoggi-gate
scandaland hissupportfor
Riyadh’sterrorsquad,’Amir-
Abdollahian wrote on his
Twitteraccount.

“At the same time, Saudi
Arabiaasaviolatorofhuman
rightsin Yemen, Bahrain,
and the perpetrator of
Khashoggi’s murder must
be dropped from the UN
Human Rights Council,” he
added.

prominent critic of the
Saudigovernment, Jamal
Khashoggi who has been
workingfor The Washington
Post newspaper as a
columnist went missing
in Istanbul on October 2
after he entered the Saudi
consulateand never came
out. Theincidentcausedan
outcryin Turkeyaswell as
many Western countries.

2015.

Human pigs find pleasure infights so

avoid them when possible

0Oddly enough, butnotsurprisingly,
IThadabitofanaltercation this past
week with one Josh Block on Twitter.
I hurled acondemnationatapostof
his,and he hurled one backatme and
called me an “anti-Semite” and a bit
more.

A By: Martin Love

To his invective, I did not respond,
recalling British play writer George
Bernard Shaw who wrote decades ago
thattangling with pigs was bound to be
unproductive and that pigs actually LIKE
afight, thatfighting with them gives them
pleasure.

WhoisBlock, orshould Isay “Blockhead”?
Well, he is CEO and president of an
organization called The Israel Project,
based in Washington and Jerusalem, that
isalobbying organization providing pro-
Zionisttalking points to the publicand
tojournalistsaimed at giving people a
“more positive publicface” toIsrael. Block
formerly worked for several hawkish, pro-
Zionistlobby groupsinthe USincluding
AIPAC.

Given headlines around the world
claiming that Saudi Arabia under
Muhammad bin Salman had carried out
the grisly murder of journalist Jamal
Khashoggi, a Saudi citizen who was
writing for the Washington Post, Block
was going whole hog, literally, to try to
exonerate the theocratic dictatorship
over the apparentmurder of Khashoggi.
Block tweeted that Khashoggi was “a
radical Islamicterroristwho was close to
Osamabin Laden, ISIL,and Hamas who
wanted to overthrow the Saudiruling
royals who opposeboth Sunniterrorists,
sponsored by Turkey and Qatar, as well
aslran’sShiaterroristarmiesandallies.”
Blockisaboutastwisted asanyone can
be,solet’sjust make a few honest, valid
points.

Firstofall, Khashoggiwasbyallaccounts
a Saudi patriot and as far as Arab
journalists go, which could be debatable
asageneral matter anyway,agood one for
decades.He was quite liked by colleagues
atthevery “establishment” and largely
pro-Israel Washington Post, for one thing.
Hislast column for the paper, printed
think after his disappearance, focused
almostexclusively on hisinsistence that
the Arab world, and especially Saudi
Arabia, promote afree press,oratleasta

“*r.

much freer one than hasbeen witnessed
inmanyyears.

Another pointmustbethat, evenifithas
notbeentrumpeted inthe Western media,
Saudi Arabia has funded “terrorists”,
Sunni terrorists, like no other Arab
country, particularly of late in Syria,
and Israel (and the US) has also funded
and supported terrorists witharms and
money,including al-Qaeda (howeverit
may have beenrenamed) as well as ISIL
-allwiththeaimtotopple Assad in Syria
and other alleged “enemies” of chaosin
the Mideast.

Israel has frequently sheltered ISIL and
otherterrorists with other organizations
near the Golan, and given medical
attention to those in need of it. As for
the US, Trump and even Obama aided
ISILrepeatedly in Syria - all the while
falsely claiming thatthe US was IN Syria
todestroy ISIL. In fact, wereitnotforIran
and Russiaand of course the Syrianarmy;,
ISIL would still be rampaging, and what
remnants of [SIL thatstill remainin Syria,
well, they are sheltered to some extent
near UStroopsinthe eastofthatcountry.
Inany event, it’sa positive that somein
the US Congressare condemning MBS and
Saudi Arabia for Khashoggi’s murder,and
alsoatleasthintingaboutaneed to cut
atleastsometiestothe Saudisand even,
possibly, withdrawing support for the
Saudi-led waron Yemen.
Onebigobstacleisthatthe Saudis could
threaten the so-called “Petrodollar” in
retaliation and also dump further arms
purchases fromthe USbutdon’texpect
much from the Trump Administration
in this respect unless pressure is
augmented by world opinion. Trump has
been careeningbackand forth between

organsbelonging to the Palestiniansits forceskilled.

condemnation of the current Saudi
leadership and trying to cast blame for
themurderonsomealleged “rogue” Saudi
elementsorindividualsin an effortto
exonerate MBS.

As for aggressive Jewish/Zionists
lobbyists like Josh Block, their primary
concernintrashing Khashoggiandlying
abouthimand virtually suggesting that
hedeservedtobe murdered,isalltied up
withthe Zionistdesire fortheUStolead a
waronIran-which could notbe started
or executed withoutthe full supportand
participation of Saudi Arabia.

Because, simply, itwould hardly look at
allgood for the Israelisand the US alone
tolaunch amilitaryattack on Iran. World
condemnationwouldbe offthe chartsand
couldwellend USand Zionistaggressions
in future. The Khashoggi matter, ifitdoes
resultinreal condemnation of the Saudis
and MBS by the US, severely disrupts
thoseinIsrael and the US Neocons who
havebeen pushingforawaronIran.

As for MBS himself, heisnotand never
hasbeenaserioussocial (or any other
kind of) reformer. Anyone who spends
abilliondollarsonayachtanda palace
or somethingin Europe is frankly not
worthy of respecton thatalone. It was
almost funny this week to hear New York
Times columnist Tom Friedman, whowas
charmed by MBS and wrote glowingly
aboutalleged “reforms” MBS was going
toinstitute, struggling to defend himself
inlightoftheapparentfactofthe murder
of awell-known Arab journalist who
worked atthe primary rival of the New
York Times. People like Friedman and
othersofhisilk, apologists for Israeli
criminality, shouldlive ininfamy.

NEWS

Iran’s Army Steps Up Border
Presence, Offers Services for
Arbaeen Pilgrims

Iran’s Army has dispatched combat and
civilianservice units to the country’s common
border with Iraq in order to ensure the
security of Arbaeen pilgrims and provide
them with arange of services,acommander
said.In comments on Monday, the deputy
commander ofthe Army’s Western Base said
“rapid reaction and modern warfare units”
have been deployed to the western border
to deal with any possible threat during the
Arbaeen season, when alarge number of
Iranian pilgrims travel to Iraq to participatein
rituals commemorating the third Shiite Imam,
Imam Hussein (AS).General Javad Mowlaee
alsopointed to the civilian services that Army
units are providing for the pilgrims, saying the
Army hassetupafield hospital atthe Mehran
border crossingthatincludesvarious medical
unitssuch as anintensive care unit (ICU) and
asurgery unit.

Z.arvif Due in Parliament to

Discuss Iran’s Accession to CF'T
Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarifplansto attend a parliamentary session
on Tuesday to brief MPs onissuesrelated to
the country’s accession to Combating the
Financing of Terrorism (CFT) standards setby
the FATF (Financial Action Task Force).

The presidingboard ofthe parliamentdecided
Sunday to hold a closed session on Tuesday
with Zarifand Deputy Foreign Minister for
Political Affairs Seyed Abbas Araqchi in
attendance.

During the meeting, the diplomatsaswell as
the chairman of the parliament’s National
Security and Foreign Policy Commission will
explain their viewpoints about the Islamic
Republic’saccessiontothe CFT.

Back on October 7, the Iranian Parliament
approved abill on the country’saccession
tothe CFT treaty.According to the Financial
Action Task Force, Iran had until October to
completereformsthatwould “bringitintoline
with globalnorms or face consequences” that
could further deterinvestors from the country.

Iran Foreign Ministry rejects

rumors about Zarif's resignation
The Iranian Foreign Ministry publicrelations
office hasrejected rumors about Mohammad
Javad Zarif'sresignation.

The media hype surrounding the issue is
totally false and isnoteven worth rejecting,
the Iranian Foreign Ministryannouncedina
statementon Sunday evening.
Therumorhasbeenaired by 'someillusionary
and sick-minded' dreamers who publish such
fakenewseyingthetop diplomat'sresignation.

Tehran says still can’tunderstand why Canadaunilaterally cut ties

Tehranstill cannotunderstand why Canada
unilaterally severed diplomatic ties with
Iran, Foreign Ministry spokesman Bahram
Ghasemitold the Tehran Times on Sunday
after a former Canadian diplomat had
criticized Ottawa for the current diplomatic
blackout.

“Thisstillremains an unanswered question
forus,” Ghasemisaid, adding Tehran has
already held several meetings with the
current Canadian administration with the
hopetoresumerelations.

Dennis Horak, the former Canadian
diplomat, recently criticized the country’s
legal system for the current state of affairs
between Ottawaand Tehran.

Therealreason the Liberal government
hasn’tbeenable to re-establishrelations
withIranisduetoitsadherencetoa“stupid”
Canadianlawallowingtheseizure of Iranian
assets, Horaksaidlastweek.

Ghasemisaid Tehran considersas “abizarre
precedent” the ruling by the Canadian
parliament that forbids the government
frompursuing talks with Iran. “Iranhason
many occasionsdecried thislaw, recognizing
itasaflawedinnovationininternational law,
violatinggovernments’ immunity.”
“Notwithstanding that, however, with the
coming of the Liberal government and
through bilateral consent, we pursued
negotiations with the incumbent Canadian

governmentinmultiplestagesin Tehranand
athird country. Weannounced ourreadiness
for opening the consular sections of the
two countries. Butitseems the Canadian
government, for domestic concerns, isnot
fully ready and cannottake a firm step to
developrelations.”

The Iranian diplomat concluded by saying
that Tehranisready for “any measuresand
negotiations” thatcould facilitate servicesto
Iraniannationalsin Canada.“The Canadian
governmentisaware of thisissue.”
Sixyearsago, the previous Conservative
governmentof Canadaabruptly severedits
diplomaticrelations with Iran, shuttering
itsembassyin Tehran and expelling Iranian

diplomats
from Canada.

The current Liberal

government
campaignedin 2015 onre-establishing
diplomaticrelations with Iran butithas
beenunableto deliver onthatforeign policy
promise. Canadian media on Saturday
pointed the fingeratIran for notfollowing
effortstoresumeties.




Iranattends Belgrade book fair

The 63rd International Belgrade Book Fairis being held in
Belgrade, Serbia on October 28-21, with representatives
from Iran attending the event.Accommodated in a pavilion
of 20 square meters, Iran Cultural Fairs Institute (ICFI) is
representing the Islamic Republic’s publishing industry.
The pavilion is showcasing over 300 titles in different fields
includingreligion, the I[rag-Iranimposed war, literature, poem,
children’s and teenagers’ literature, arts and books on Iranian

5000Rials studies.ICFlis setto hold meetings with other participants during the
eventto provide the grounds for the expansion of cultural relations and
TueSday’o,\(Itogser 23,2018, exchange pavilionsbetween Tehran International Book Fair and foreign book exhibitions.
0.
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Istahan metro stations to host
cultural programs

Emphasizing on the necessity of using the
> space of Isfahan's metro stations to imple-

ment the cultural and artistic programs, CEO
of Isfahan urban railway organization said, "There are
many capacities in Isfahan's metro stations to carry out

the cultural activities.”

"Designing the sign of metro stationsisbeing done
in the Art Committee of Isfahan Urban Railway
Organization," Mohammadreza Bonakdar said.
"Metro should be used by different walks of life
asanimportant capacity, paying attention to the
cultural and artistic subjectsin the stations will be
helpfulinthisregard,” Bonakdaradded. "We should
try toimplementthe cultural and artistic programs
practically in Isfahan metro stations," the head of
culture commission of Isfahan City Council said.
Saying thatthere are many capacities in the metro

v
—

stations for artistic purposes, Farideh Roushan said,
"The Metro Operation Company should intervene
in this field as soon as possible, and carry out good
measures in this regard with the cooperation of the
cultural department ofIsfahan municipality and using
the NGO's capacities.

Nohistorical layer destroyed in Chaharbagh pavement

"Before taking the civil measures in

g Chaharbagh Avenue, the necessary

archaeological studies were carried out
by the experts of the cultural heritage organiza-
tion; finally, archaeologist noticed that there has
not been any historical layers inthe Chaharbagh
pavement areq," the CEO of Restoration Organi-

zation of Isfahan said.

"All studies related to the pavement
construction project of Chaharbagh Abbasi
Avenuesuchasthearchaeological studies have

been prepared with the help of the cultural
heritage organization and the round-the-clock
presence ofthe expertsand thenimplemented
by the municipality,” Hossein Jafarisaid.
Saying that the pavement construction
projecthasbeen approved by responsible
organizations, he continued, "The supervisors
ofthe cultural heritage organization monitored
all the processes of Chaharbagh Abbasi
pavementconstruction,and the archaeological
documentsareavailableaswell."
"Therearehistoricallayersinthe middle area of
Chaharbagh Abbasi Avenue thatare preserved,
and these cases have been presented in the
archaeological reports," he said regarding the
unreal news aboutexisting ofhistorical layers
inthe Chaharbagh pavement.

Pointing out that Chaharbah pavement
construction project was carried outbased
ontheplanapproved by the cultural heritage
organization, Jafari said, "Investigating the
middle area of Chaharbaghisbeingdoneinthe
general departmentofthe cultural heritage
inorderto determine howthe developmental
activities should be accomplished by
consideringthehistoricallayers."

Many victims behind dried up
Zayandeh-Rood river

"The headquarters of the permanentrevival of the
Zayandeh-Rood river will be formed by the order of
thevice-president,” the head ofthe Isfahan Islamic
council said.

Sayingthatthelack of proper water-management
isobservedinthe province, he said, "Despite what
issaid thatthe Zayande-Rood Riveris being dried
due to the drought, the Meteorological Organization
has announced that the amount of rainfall has
only dropped by %30 in comparison to thelast20
years; therefore, alljustifications of the dryness of
the Zayande-Rood River cannotbe related to the
drought."

Pointing that we can improve the situation of the
Zayandeh-Rood Riverbya proper planning, he said,
"The experience of NGO's trip to the ZayandehRood
River margins has shown thatifthe management
oftheriveranditsrelated issues will be assigned
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topeople, we can handle the situation with further
interaction.”

Referringto this factthat plansthatare propounded
aboutrevivingthe Zayandeh-Rood River such asthe
recirculation method cannotsolve the problemasit
isexpected, headded, "We as the administrators of
theurban managementareready tohelp therevival
ofthe Zayandeh-Rood River and prevent damages
caused by droughtsuchasland subsidence."

US Support Helps Saudi Arabia to Continue Massace of Yemeni People

Advisor to the Iranian Parliament Speaker
Hossein Amir Abdollahian blasted Washington
for continuingits supportfor the Riyadh regime to
kill more Yemeni civilians, and said that the crisis
in Yemen cannot come to an end through military
solutions.

"Saudimilitary strike against Yemen, sponsored
with US’logistics support, mustbe stopped since the
Yemeni crisis does nothave amilitary solution," Amir
Abdollahian said in a meeting with International
Committee for Red Cross (ICRC) Regional Director
for Nearand Middle East Fabrizio Carboni.

He, meantime, lauded the ICRC forits positive efforts
during Astana talks, and said, "The committee is
inaposition thatcan make greater efforts to bring
peace and helpreduce human sufferingin conflict-
affected countries such as Syriaand Yemen."Amir
Abdollahian pointed to his previous meetings with
Presidentofthe International Committee of the
Red Cross Peter Maurer, and said, "He had some
very good ideas and the time for many of those
troubleshooting ideas has already come to be
implemented in Syria, and they can take onamore
fundamental aspect.”

"The Yemenipeopleareinastate of emergency,and

unfortunately, Saudi Arabia's intervention on the
country'sdomesticaffairshas made the situation so
critical thateven the ICRChasbeenunable to provide
aid forthe Yemenipeople,"headded.

According to Fars News Agancy, the Saudi-led
coalition hasbeensstriking Yemen since March 2015
torestore power to fugitive president Mansour
Hadi,acloseally of Riyadh. The Saudi-led aggression
hasso farkilled atleast 17,500 Yemenis, including
hundreds of women and children.Despite Riyadh's
claims that it is bombing the positions of the
Ansarullah fighters, Saudibombersare flattening
residential areas and civilian infrastructures.
According to several reports, the Saudi-led
air campaign against Yemen has driven the
impoverished country towards humanitarian
disaster, as Saudi Arabia's deadly campaign
prevented the patients from travelling abroad for
treatmentand blocked the entry of medicine into the
war-torn country.

Yemenis the world’slargesthumanitarian crisis
with more than 22 million peoplein need and is
seeingaspikeinneeds, fuelled by ongoing conflict, a
collapsingeconomy and diminished social services
andlivelihoods.
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