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Attraction

I
Akhangan
Tower: A
Timurid Era
Structure

outside
Mashhad

Akhangan Tower is
located 22km North
of Meshed, northeast
oflran, near the road
from present Tous to
Pazh. The toweris a
tomb built on a low
octagonal platform,
with17.9 mheight.
The body internally
is octagonal and
externally cylindrical,
with 8.5 decorative
columns.

The main building
is made of brick
and covered with
plaster, in order to
keep rectangular,
polygonal, star-shape
and cross shapedtiles
of various drawings
in turquoise and
ultramarine in place.
These tiles, with
shining colors, have
completely covered
the building and
have givenitaspecial
attractiveness.

Now, empty places of
tiles,which havebeen
removed, remain
like abeehive. There,
also, existed a cornice
on the tower dome,

which has been
destroyed.
Dome is conical

with zigzag body
and decorated with
same color tiles,
which is similar to
the coverings of
“Congregational
Mosque of Yazd”
(1441) and “Amir
Chakhmagq Building
inYazd” (1440).

The internal body
of the tower was
simple and covered
with plaster. Its
decorationsrestricted
to plaster-work,
forming a pendant
underthe dome.

The place is locally
known as “Tomb
of Indian Girl” and
“Tomb of Gohar Taj
Aga” (Goharshad’s
sister). There are
noreasons for these
connections, butitis
clear that the tomb
was builtover avault
in17thcentury AD.

In Persian, itis called
“Mil Akhangan”.
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Abbasi House, abeautiful
masterpiece of Persian architecture

ISFAHAN
ZREANEW S

Builtduring the 18th century,
Abbasi House of Kashan, also
referred to as the Abbassian
House (Khaneh Abbassian),
is the most distinguished
example of traditional Persian
architectureinall of [ran.

The gigantic Persian mansion, in five
storiesand five yard-gardens, is quite
an exquisite example of traditional
Persian designs and decorations.
Featuring wall-to-wall varieties of
intricately stunning stucco reliefs,
paintings, mugarnas, and justabout
everythingbeautiful that’s everbeen
seeninIslamicarchitecture!
AbbasiHouse canbe categorized into
three main sections: The outer,inner
and attendants’ section.

The ‘outer’ section refers to areas
inwhichthe host/hostessreceived
guests. Such areas include the
‘mirrorroom’, the covered hall,iwan
(balcony), alongside side se-dari
(3-door) and panjdari (five-door)
guestrooms.

The ‘inner’ section refers to the
private living area of the owner.
Following the Islamic principles of
hijab, nowhere of the innerand outer
sections ofthe house can be viewed
from one another.Among the two
innerand outer sectionsisalso the
‘garden’syard’ whichwasanarea for
performing group prayers.
Lastbutnotleast, the attendants’
section. Asyou may have guessed
from the name, this wasliving area
fortheall ofthe Abbasian’s servants
and service workers. This section
onlyleads tothe main house through
thekitchen.

Itis said thatthe construction ofthe
elegant Abbasi House tookabout 20
years to complete. Constructed in
thelate 18th century,itcountsasa
productofthe Qajar Dynasty.
Afterthe death ofthe firstownerand
the passingdown of ownership, the

Abbasi Houseisnolongerasingle
residence. Rather than beingone
massive mansion,ithasbeendivided
into five bighomes.

Inthe mostrecentyears, four out of
the five homeshave been purchased
andreconditioned.

Following its division and
renovation, the four purchased-
segments of the Abbasi House have
undergone some change.

Two of them have been renovated
in the Kashani style of traditional
Persian architecture; with sunken-
courtyards.

The third, having two-stories, is
attached to a covered outdoor
courtyard while the fourth, in
essence beingagarden, hasbeen
renovated as a traditional Persian
yard.

The sunken system

One of the first features that may
draw the attention of any visitor
while touringaround the mansionis
the sunken courtyard. Thereasons
for thisancient method of garden
constructionareas follows:

Since the pasttraditional Persian
structures used the water from
ganats, it was crucial for the
differentleveling to be included
inarchitecture. This difference in
planes permits better control of
water pressure being dispersed all
throughoutthe property.
Anotherreasonbehind the sunken
courtyard is thatitactsa form of
insulation, working with the rest of
thebuilding, toregulate the interior
temperature in the summer and
winter seasons.

Lastly, something you may nothave
thoughtofis the use of the dug-out
soiland rocks.Indeed, concurrently
with the digging, brick ovens were
constructed at the building site of
the Abbasi House that converted
the dug-out materialsinto building
bricks!

Thebeautiful Home ofthe Abbasians
doesn’t just boast its looks, but
also its massive size. Having a

5,000-square-meter floor plan on
a 7,000-square-meter property,
the Abbassian’shouseisno child’s
playground. Except for that of the
famous cleric!

The magnificent specimen of
traditional Persian architecture has
truly bewildering features.

The entirebuilding of this ginormous
mansion is perfectly symmetrical.
Ifyouwere to picture avertical line
going through the center of the
home, you will realize that each of
thehalvesare exactlyidentical!
Contrary to contemporary styles of
architecture, thatshowalotoftheir
intricaciesonthe outside, the Abbasi
houseisbuiltinanintroverted style.
This means thatthe exterior of the
structure fairly simple, yetleaving
theinterior to absolutely adorned
the mostbeautiful and jaw dropping
worksof Persianart.
Thelastinteresting feature of this
residential palace is its Islamic
considerations ofhijab. The layout
and design of therooms, halls, prayer
areas and every single inch of the
property hasbeenaccounted for.
Inevery segmentof the structure,
elegantdivisions of space are made
in order to secure the privacy of
the menand women. (As you may
already know, unrelated men and
womeninIslam are forbidden from
seeing each other without wearing
hijab).

Having to consider this very
fundamental need, the architect
has created a very flowing, yet
divided living space with rooms
within rooms, perfectly and
comfortably accommodating the
visitors and residents.The Abbasi
Houseis suchadense collection of
phenomenal traditional Persianand
Islamicarchitecture and artwork.
With an additional two beautiful
badgirs (wind catchers) and two
underground water wells there is
justsomuchtoseeatthislocation.No
doubtthisisone ofthe mostbeautiful
placesinIran!

Thegigantic
Persian
mansion, infive
stories and five
yard-gardens,
isquitean
exquisite
example of
traditional
Persian
designsand
decorations.
Featuring
wall-to-wall
varieties of
intricately
stunning
stuccoreliefs,
paintings,
mugarnas,
andjust about
everything
beautiful that’s
everbeen
seeninIslamic
architecture!

WHERETO STAY

Jamshid Hotel: A Budget Hotel
InIsfahan

Searching forabudgethotel in Isfahan? The
1-starIsfahan]Jamshid Hotel islocated in one
ofthe main streets of the city, Chahar Bagh-e
Paeen Street. Thismeansthatyou can easily get
to mostfamous touristattractions of Isfahan.
Chehel Sotoun Palace, Hasht Behesht Palace,and
Naghsh-eJahan Square are some of these places.
Also, Shahid BeheshtiInternational Airportis 38
minutes away.

Thereisagoodreasonthey call Isfahan "The Half
ofthe World”. Youneed atleast one whole week
tovisitIsfahantouristattractions thoroughly.
So,your distances from these sitesare of critical
importance. Luckily, Isfahan Jamshid Hotel
locationisideal for sightseeing. Beingin the
UNESCO World Heritage Site, Naghsh-e Jahan
Squareis close tothe hotel.Isfahanisfamous for
itsbridgestoo. Hopefully, you can easily head
towards south and visitancientbridges like Si-
0-Seh Pol Bridge and Khaju Bridge. With alittle
more exploring the southern parts of the city,
youwill reach beautiful Vank Cathedral, Mount
Soffeh,and Isfahan City Center.
IsfahanJamshid Hotel has 24 rooms on three
floors. You can choose between double, twin,
triple or quad rooms. Asyou can see, you have
awiderange of choices; therefore, the hotel
is suitable for families and small groups. Not
to mention thatthe hotel iskid-friendly too.
Children under the age of three are free of
charges. Moreover, if they are within the age
range of 3-8, they can use the 50% discount. You
cantrylocal foodsinthehotel restaurantorhave
adrinkorsnackatthe coffee shop.
Intermsofroom facilities and amenities, Isfahan
Jamshid Hotel provides several items. You can
enjoy afree breakfastevery morning. There
arewardrobe, closet, TV,and air-conditioning
system. Also, allrooms have a private bathroom
with ashower, western toilet,and toiletries. You
can share your momentsin Isfahan with your
friends and family online using Wi-Fi.

WHERETO EAT

Toranj Restaurant:
Traditionally-Designed
Restaurant With Modern Vibe

Atraditionally-designed restaurantwithamodern
vibe, Toranj Traditional Restaurantin Isfahan’s
Armenianneighborhood (Jolfa) isatop pick for
localsand tourists alike.

Jolfa is brimming with cafes and diners, so
the fact that Toranj stands out should tell you
somethingaboutthe quality of food served in this
establishment.

Toranjwas notalways arestaurant;itwasahouse
builtduringthe Qajar eraand owned by a wealthy
Iranian-Armenian. Ithas beenrenovated to fitits
new purposeasatraditional restaurant, complete
witha cobblestoned open space, woodenbenches
and, of course, mirrors. Lots of mirrors.
Frequentdiners suggestordering their Joojeh
Mastand drinking a specialty herbal teamade
from40 plants.

Sigfridltaly, Italy: the Bestmeal in Isfahan

By far the best meal we had in Isfahan. We loved
the atmosphere. Quiet, elegant. We dined ina
magnificenthall. The patio was full of flowers.
It reminded us of the gorgeous Armenian
restaurants we had seen in Alep before the war.
Highly recommended!




Trading over 311 thousand tonnes of various

commoditieson IME

During weekdays endingup to October 25, approximately 311,164 MT of commodities
worth over $381 million were traded in Iran Mercantile Exchange.According to the
reportfrom IME International Affairs and PR, last week, on the domesticand export
metal and mineral trading floor of IME, 9,615 MT of various products worth close to $63.4
million were traded.On this trading floor, 1,856 MT of steel, 3,870 MT of copper, 10 MT of
molybdenum concentrates, 9 MT of precious metal concentrates, 2,000 MT of aluminum,
1,000 MT of cementaswellas 880 MT ofzinc were traded by the customers.The report
declaresthaton domesticand exportoiland petrochemical trading floors of IME, 241,349
MT of different commodities with the total value of $309.5 million were traded.On this
trading floor, 124,274 MT of bitumen, 57,789 MT of polymer products, 27,100 MT of
chemical products,200 MT ofbase oiland 27,500 MT of VB feed stock were traded.

NEWS

Iran Pistachio Exports Grow31% to
27KTons

Atotal of 27,578 tons of pistachios worth around
270$ million were exported fromIranto 70 countries
duringthefirsthalfofthe currentIranianyear.
Thisshowsa %31.2 and %26.7 growth in weight
and value respectively compared with the similar
period oflastyear, figures shared by Iran Pistachio
Association with Financial Tribune show.

The main export destinations for this Persian
delicacy were China, Vietnam, Hong Kong,some EU
member states, India, the littoral states of Persian
Gulf, Turkey, the UAE and CIS countries.

Lastyear, Deputy Minister of Industries, Mining
and Trade Mojtaba Khosrotaj, who doubles as the
head of Trade Promotion Organization of Iran, told
us thatIran supplies pistachio to more than %50
ofthe world markets.Exports during the last crop
year (Septemberto August) hit 118,000 tons worth
around 1.04$ billion, registeringa decline 0f %15.7
and %20involume and valuerespectively year-on-
year.The main export destinations for this Persian
delicacy were China, Vietnam, Hong Kong,some EU
member states, India, the littoral states of Persian
Gulf, Turkey, the UAE and CIS countries.
Lastcropyear’s production, according to Manmoud
Abtahi, the head of Iran Pistachio Association, stood
at225,000 tons, indicating more than a %47 rise
compared with the precedingyear’s 153,000 tons.

Tehran’s Mehrabad Sth Busiest
Airportin MENA

Tehran’s Mehrabad International Airportranked
eighth from among 46 leading airports of 25
countriesinthe Middle Eastand North Africaregion.
With 17.5 million travelers passing through its
terminalsin 2017, passenger trafficregistereda 7%
growth compared to the year before, [ran Airports
Companyreported, citing France’s Ecole Nationale
del’Aviation Civile (ENAC).

Mashhad International Airport was ranked 14th
with 10.5 million passengers, 4% more than 2016,
and Tehran’s Imam Khomeini International Airport
camein 18th with 8.85 million passengers, postinga
13% growth.

Shiraz International Airportranked 31stwith 3.5
million passengersand Ahvaz International Airport
ranked 35th with 2.9 million. Passenger trafficin
thesetwoairports showed ayear-on-yearrise of 7%
and 10%, respectively, Financial Tribune reported.
Over 142,000 takeoffs and landings wereregistered
atMehrabad International Airportin2017,about 7%
morethantheyearbefore,tomakeitthe ninthbusiest
inMENAinterms offlight operations.

Takeoffs and landings at Mashhad International
Airportstoodatnearly 73,500,about 5% more than
in2016,torank 24thin MENAregionin2017.
Tehran’s IKIA Airportand Shiraz International
Airportwereranked 27thand 43rd with more than
58,000 and 33,850 takeoffs and landings, both
showinga 9% increase compared with2016.

NO 71

NIOCKkicks off selling crude oil in stock market

Selling exportcrude oil in energy stock marketkicked offtoday on Oct. 28 with supplying
one million barrels of export oil. After many upsand downs, selling export crude oil in
stock marketstarted today and willlastby Nov. 4.In this regard, the National Iranian Oil
Company (NIOC) released anannouncement on Saturday and said, “banks of Pasargad,
Tejarat, Tose-e SaderatIran, Sepah, Saderat, Mellat, Melliand Parsian were qualified to
issue guarantees for crude oil trades in the stock market.’Applicants willing to participate
inthisdealarerequired to deposit 10% of ordervalue in cashinto theaccountannounced
by the Central Securities Depository Company latest by two hoursleftby the time of offer.
Oncethedealis concluded, this figure will be considered asa part of 20% of oil price in
rialsbasis, NIOCadded.The plan for selling exportcrude oil through energy stock market
is carried out with the aim of diversifying crude oil export methods and participation of

private sectorinthis plan.

Iran Ride-Hailing Services Agitated

About Fuel Rationing

The government of President
Hassan Rouhani is mulling
reintroduction of the gasoline
rationing system that ended in
2015 and therestrictions could, and
very likely will, harm ride-hailing
companies, with drivers already
complainingaboutlow fares.

Gasoline was rationed in 2007 to
curb overconsumption. Atthattime
motorists could buy 60 liters of
subsidized fuel each month with
aspecial card at 7,000 rials (70
cents) per liter (at the time one
dollar fetched 10,000 rials). Taxis
were eligible for 600 liters amonth.
The e-Commerce Unionspokesman
Reza Olfatnasab told local news
website Zoomit.ir, “Authorities
are apparently discussing the
reintroduction of the gasoline
rationing scheme for some time
now. However, no final decision has
been made. Whatever that may be,
itwill certainly impactthe work of
online taxiservicesandride-hailing
companies.”

Elaboratingthe point, he said, “So
far no decision has been made
aboutassigning spherical quotasto
drivers working with ride-hailing
firms. However, if the gasoline
rationing planisreintroduced, we
hopeauthorities will also consider
theneeds of such drivers since big
numbers ofresidents depend on
their services. Ifthosein charge
failto offerincentives to online taxi
driversthe costofurbantransport
willseeabigjump.”

According to Financial Tribune,
Olfatnasab says on a daily basis,
ride-hailing firmslike Snapp and
Tap30 process close to 2 million
requests for services across the
country. Some 500,000 drivers
work for the two companies.
Furthermore, considering the
raginginflationinIran,along with
prices of basic goods, costs of
auto maintenance services have
skyrocketed. Drivers with ride-
hailing firms, who are already hard-
pressed by the economic crisisin
the country, often complain about
low fares and their meagerincome.
Accordingto the drivers they can

1 3INN
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hardly make the ends meet.

“With the help of mobile
applications used by ride-hailing
companies, mileage and fuel
consumption canbe calculated for
each cab. These firms can provide
authorities withall the information
theywanton eachdriver’sactivities
and gasolineneeds.”

Conditional Support

In response to the anxiety of
ride-hailing firms, the secretary
of Iran’s High Council of Traffic
Managementtold ISNAin orderto
getgovernmentsupport,online taxi
services should submitto municipal
oversightovertheiractivities.
Pouria Mohammadian Yazdani
says, “Online taxi companies should
agree to collaborate with the
authorities and accept municipal
oversight.Ifthathappens, they will
gettheincentives.”

He stressed that ride-hailing
firms must be regulated by the
municipalities. Inrecent weeks
heated debateshavebeenreported
betweenride-hailing companies,
municipalitiesand the e-Commerce
Union aboutwho hastherightto
regulate the work of online taxi
companies.

Municipal authorities say justlike
the traditional taxi services, ride-
hailing companies should operate
under their rules. However, as per
prevailingregulations, online taxi
firms only need to get permits from
thee-Commerce Unionand haveno
other compulsions.

Gasoline Rationing Plan

The national currency rial has
plunged to unprecedented lows
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since April. On Saturday, the US
dollarwas sold for 139,000 rialsin
Tehran.Sixmonthsearlierithardly
fetched 42,000 rials.

Iranians burn an estimated 100
million liters of gasoline every day,
one-third of which is imported.
The fuel is currently sold at the
subsidized rate of 10,000 rials
(7 cents). Given the mounting
economic problems, experts and
government officials insist the
“excessively cheap fuelisaluxury”
Iran cannolongerafford.

0il Minister Bijan Namdar
Zanganehtold reporterslastweek,
“The government doesnotintend
toincrease prices atthe pumps.
However, large consumers who
exceed reasonablelimits should be
required to pay more.”

According to Zanganeh, the
rationing system in addition to
curbing consumption will also help
combatrampant fuel smugglingin
regionsbordering Afghanistanand
Iraq. Moreover,; the governmentwill
nothave toimport 30 millionliters
ofgasoline per day to meet growing
demand.
Notingthatnodecisionhasyetbeen
made onraising gasoline prices or
aboutrationing, he said hisministry
willbein charge of determiningthe
new prices and the exactdates will
beannounced.

“Ifrevived, the quotasystem will be
implemented all over the country
andnotonlyintheborderregions.”
Observersspeculate thatfuel prices
cantriplereaching 30,000 rials per
liter (22 cents).

The Sixth

ride-hailing
firmsmust
beregulated
bythe
municipalities.
Inrecent
weeks heated
debates
havebeen
reported
between
ride-hailing
companies,
municipalities
andthe
e-Commerce
Union about
whohas
therightto
regulate

the work of
onlinetaxi
companies.

Iran: Tobacco Products See Highest

Risein Prices

Lateststatisticsreleased by the
Statistical Center of Iran show
thehighestinflationamong 12
goods and services groupsin
the Iranian month Mehr (Sept.
23-Oct. 22) was recorded
for the “tobacco” group with
a22.7%riseinits consumer
priceindex compared with the
monthbefore.

The group’s CPI registered
a year-on-year increase of
165.8% compared with the
similar month oflastyear, as
itsaverage 12-monthinflation
stood at46.6%.

About20% of Iran’s demand
for tobacco are met by
domesticproduction.

Nearly 65% ofIran’s tobacco,
amountingover 5,000 tons,are
cultivated inIran’s northern
Gilan Province, according to
Financial Tribune.

Five-Year

DevelopmentPlan (2017-22)
hassetthe target for Iranto
be self-sufficientin tobacco
productionby 2022.
According to the Health
Ministry, Iranians smokeabout
55billion cigarettesannually.
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What's News

+USunableto
halt Iranoil
exports: Veep

The United States will
not be able to bring
Iran’s oil exports to
zero as the Iranian
governmenthasdrawn
upaplanand provided
a mechanism for
managing the country,
first vice-president
announced here on
Sunday.

'"Today, US officials are
lying to the world and
the Americansaboutoil
price,' EshaqJahangiri
saidataceremonyinthe
Iranian capital.

US tells lies that
Saudi Arabia and
other countries can
fill possible Iran oil
shortfallnottoletthe oil
priceincrease,Jahangiri
said.

'Ifthe USwere able to
haltIran’s oil exports,
the oil price would
hit 100$ per barrel,’
Jahangirinoted.

After Washington's May
8exitfromthelranDeal,
formally known as the
Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA),
theUSgavea-90to-180-
day wind-down period
to other countries
before it starts re-
imposingsanctions on
Tehran on November
4. The US move drew
criticism of the world
leaders, particularly
the Europeans.'During
the pastmonths [before
US sanctions threat],
Iran was exporting 2.5
million barrels of oil
perday, said Jahangiri,
adding, 'now maybe
we are exportinga few
thousand barrels less,
butwehavealwaysbeen
determined that our
oil exports should not
becomeless than one
millionbarrelsperday.'
Reacting to the US
anti-Iran measures,
the Iranian first vice
president had said in
early July thatIranian
government is to
offer the country's oil
through national stock
exchange as the US
has targeted Iranian
oil sector in order to
restrict the country's
exports.

GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE
1,186.5%




Iranian Parliament Approves President Rouhani's
Ministerial Picks

[ran’s parliament gave votes of confidence to four new ministers proposed by President Hassan
Rouhaniafter formerheads ofthe ministriesresigned or were impeached by the lawmakers.During
two opensessions ofthe parliamenton Saturday morningand night, lawmakers discussed the vote for
candidatesvyingforthe ministries oflabor, finance, industry,and roads.Accordingto the votes, 200 out
of265lawmakersvoted for Farhad Dejpasand tobe the nextminister of Economic Affairsand Finance.
Theformerindustry minister; Mohammad Shariatmadari, got 196 votestobecome the newminister
of Cooperative, Labor,and Welfare, whose previous chief Ali Rabiee received avote of no confidence
fromtheParliamenton August8.RezaRahmaniwasalsoapproved by 203 votes asthe newminister of
Industry,Mineand Trade.Mohammad Eslamibecame thenewhead ofthe Ministry ofRoadsand Urban

Iran, Iraq call for improving communication
services during Arbaeen

Iranand Iraq have decided to promote their commuication services given to millions of pilgrims
whotraveltoholy cities of Iraq during the Arbaeenreligiousrituals.Iran's Minister of Information
and Communications Technology (ICT) Mohammad-Javad AzariJahromiand head of Iraqi
Commissioners, Communicationand Media Commission (CMC) Ali Naser Al-Khwildidiscussed
theissueintheir meetingin Najaf, Iraq on Saturday. Both sides underlined maintaining technical
cooperation for presentingthe bestcommunication services and facilities during Arbaeenrituals.
Iranian minister and Iraqi official also discussed deepening cooperation in communication and
technologyfields.IranICT Ministryisready for establishing cooperation to exchange experiences
incommunicationand technologyfieldsand alsoin offering communication servicesto Arbaeen
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Ambassador: US
Sanctions Notto
Affect Serbia's
Ties with Iran

Belgrade's Ambassadorto
Tehran Dragan Todorovic
downplayed the impacts
ofthe US sanctions on his
country's relations and
interactionswith Iran.
"The sanctions imposed
on Iran are special to
the US and they are not
international sanctions.
The Serbian government
acts like the EU in
interactions with Iran,"
Todorovicsaid on Sunday.
"We have very good ties
with Iran, Russia, China
and many other countries
andthe USsanctionsdonot
affectourtieswithlran,"he
added.

Todorovic underscored
excellenttraderelations
with Iran, saying thatthe
US withdrawal from the
2015 nuclear deal has
notaffected the bilateral
economictiesbetweenthe
twocountries.
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Iran,
Afghanistan
todevelop
cooperation
basedon
Tehran’s
scientific-
Jjudicial
researches

Afghanistan’s Minister
of Justice expressed
hope that Tehran
and Kabul establish
cooperation in fields
of drugs, human
trafficking and
migration based on
Iran’s scientific and
judicial experience.
Afghanistan’s Minister
of Justice, Abdul Baseer
Anwar made the
remarks after meeting
with Vice President of
Iran for Parliamentary
Affairs, Hossein-Ali
Amiri in Tehran.“We
want Iran and
Afghanistanto establish
cordial cooperationin
judicial and legislative
fields,”Abdul Baseer
Anwar said.“Duringthe
meeting, we discussed
issuesrelated todrug,
human trafficking,
smuggling of migrants,
trade and merchants’
rights and we hope
to establish good
cooperation in these
fields,” headded.

Developmentwith 151 votes. Abbas Akhoundiresigned from the ministry on October 20.

Britain Has Blood on Its Hands over
‘Forgotten’ Waron Yemen: MP

A British MP accused the
government of having “blood
on its hands” over the Saudi-led
aggressionon Yemen, butalmosthalf
ofpeopleinthe UKdonotknow the
war even exists.

Only 58 per centofrespondentsina YouGov
pollidentified the country, where more than
15,000 people have beenkilled inthree years
ofbloodshed, asawarzone.Keith Vaz, chair of
theall-party parliamentary group (APPG) on
Yemen, called the crisisa “forgotten war”.“It’s
very disturbing that despite everything that
hashappenedthere, interestis decliningwhile
thesituationis gettingworse,” the Labour MP
told The Independent.“The UKisinvolved but
itisablind spot. Somehow we need to make
the publicrealize there willbe blood on the
administration’shands.”

Vazpointed at the government’s continued
licensing of weapons and military equipment
to Saudi Arabia, which leads the coalition
accused ofkilling thousands of civilians and
committingwar crimesinabloody campaign
ofairstrikes.Launched in supportof fugitive
former president Abdrabbuh Mansour Hadi
againstAnsarullah Houthi fightersand other
opponentsin 2015, the bombing hasalso
worsened a deepening humanitarian crisis
thatistaking morelives through famine and
theworld’sworstcholeraoutbreak.
Evidence of British-made bombs have been
found atthe scenes of alleged war crimes,
butearlier this year the chairman of BAE
Systems claimed he “did not know” if the
firm’s equipmenthad been used to commit
war crimes.The murder of dissident Saudi
Arabianjournalist]amal Khashoggiatthe
country’s consulate in Istanbul has provoked
renewed calls for Britain to distanceitselffrom
its“strategicpartner”.

Germany has paused arms exports to Riyadh
over thekillingbutthe UKhas so farmadeno
move todothe same.

Government statistics show thatthe UK has
licensed 4.7£bnworth ofarms to Saudi Arabia
since the bombingbegan, including 2.7£bn
worth of ML10licenses thatincludeaircraft
and helicopters,and 1.9£bn of ML4 licenses
covering weapons including missiles and
other bombs.Andrew Smith, of Campaign
Against Arms Trade said: “No matter how
bad the situation hasbecome, it has always

pilgrims.

beenable torely on the supportofthe UK
government. Whatmore would it take to end
thearmssalesand end the uncritical support
thathasbeengivento the (Riyadh) regime?”
Vaz, who was bornin the Yemeni portcity of
Aden, called Khashoggi’s death “appalling”
butadded: “Thisisone manbut 10,000 have
died and we’ve not even had that kind of
interest.”"He isamong British MPs attending
aninternational peace conference in Paris
on 8 November, as official talks flounder.“We
feel our governmentis notdoinganything,”
Vazsaid. “Itried to meet Boris Johnson several
timesbutin all the time he was the foreign
secretary henever metme.”

Hesaid thatwhile David Cameronreplied to
letters on Yemen personally, Theresa May has
delegated responses toamilitary attaché.
The APPGon Yemenhasnow contacted Jeremy
Huntwith a call to supporta United Nations
resolution demandinga ceasefireallowingthe
passage ofhumanitarianaid.

Vazsaid: “Weneed the peacetalksresumed or
we cannotgetalastingsettlement.”
SaudiArabiaand its partners have denied
committingwar crimesin the ongoing conflict,
and Britainhasbeen contentto recognize the
conclusions ofthe coalition’sin-house Joint
Incidents Assessment Team.

Inmost cases the mechanism has found that
the coalition acted lawfully, did not carry
outareported atrocity, or thatamistake was
“unintentional,’ often due to technical errors.
ButaUNreportreleasedin Augustconcluded
thatthe Saudi-led coalition had committed
actsthatmayamounttowar crimes.

Itsaidits airstrikes have caused mostdirect
civilian casualties, hitting homes, markets,

funerals, weddings, detention facilities,
civilianboatsand even medical facilities.

The coalition’s air and sea blockades -
restricting the passage of food, humanitarian
aid and medical assistance - violate
humanitarian law and may amount to an
international crime, the UN said.

Members of the Saudi-led coalition were
also accused of using child soldiers, raping
displaced civiliansand harassingjournalists.
The UN hasrecorded 6,660 civilians killed
and 10,563 injured since March 2015, butsaid
thereal figures are likely to be “significantly
higher”.Despite the magnitude of suffering,
42 percentofBritishrespondentstoa YouGov
pollwere unaware ofthe Yemen war.

When asked where they believed an ongoing
armed conflict was taking place, three-
quartersofthe 2,100 respondentsinthe same
pollsaid Syria, 63 per cent Afghanistan, 53
per centlraqand 46 per cent for both Libya
and Myanmar.The Human Appeal, which
commissioned theresearchandis providing
aidin Yemen, said the lack of awareness was
“startling” as 14 million people face starvation.
Charles Lawley, the charity’s external affairs
coordinator, suggesteditcould be theresultof
media coverage or the war’s complexity.“The
human price being paid every day, across
Yemen, is horrendous and we feel like more
ofthe UK should be aware of the realities in
aconflictzone where violence and poverty
reigns unabated in a disastrous cycle,” he
added.“Moreand more Yemenisare struggling
toaccess clean water and hygiene facilities,
allowing disease and infections to spread
rapidly. Despite all of this, Yemen is being
ignored.”
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Pakistan rules out establishing

any kind of ties with Israel
Pakistan PresidentArif Alvion Sundayruled
outestablishing any kind of relations with
Israel as he strongly rejected reports that
an Israeliaircraft carrying some officials
secretlylanded in Islamabad and flew away
afterseveralhoursattheairporthere.
"Islamabad is notestablishing any kind of
relations with Israel," Alvi told the media
beforehisdeparture for Turkey onathree-
day official visitin the wee hours of Sunday.
Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi
alsodismissed reports ofanIsraeliaircraft
landingin Pakistan as fake and baseless.
Pakistan’s Civil Aviation Authority (CAA)
and Information Minister Fawad Chaudhry
rejected rumours aboutan Israeliaircraft
landingin Pakistan.

Itall started when an Israelijournalist Avi
Scharftweeted on October 25 thatan Israeli
businessjetflew from Tel Aviv to Islamabad
where itwas on the ground for 10 hours,
before flyingbackto Tel Aviv.

Putin calls for 'Tehran to join

Syria-related summits
Theleaders of France, Germany, Russiaand
Turkey met Saturday in [stanbul to discuss
the currentsituation in Syria.

Russian PresidentVladimir Putin, German
Chancellor Angela Merkel, Turkish
PresidentRecep Tayyip Erdoganand French
President Emmanuel Macron metSaturday
atVahdettin pavilionin Istanbul to discuss
recentdevelopmentsin Syria.

Putin said thathe may seefittoincreasethe
number of partiesin the format, offering to
callfor Tehrantojoin.

"I believe thatincreasing the number of
participants of the peaceful settlement
process is beneficial," Putin said. "We,
undeniably, should conduct full-fledged
consultations with the Syrian government,
aswellaswith other partnersinlran,whois,
asweknow,aguarantornation ofthe peace
process.”

The four, in an official statement, noted
that the political process must be
"inclusive, Syrian-led and Syrian-owned,"
and stressed the UN'srole as facilitator,
while calling for active participation of
Syrian parties. The four also said that they
remained committed to the sovereignty,
independence, unity and territorial
integrity of Syria, and rejected separatist
agendasaimed atundermining these four
pillars.

report

Iran’s FATF Outcome Unclear

Executive secretary of the Financial
Action Task Force has said that while
Iran's Action Planwith global anti-money
launderingbody is mostly incomplete,
itcannotbe firmly said whether Iran
will stay orberemoved from the group's
blacklist when the group convenesin
February.David Lewis told IBENA news
website that Iran has completed only
oneoutofnine plans putforward by the
inter-governmental organization that
the country should have completed nine
monthsago. Hesaid FATFisdisheartened
by the factthatIranislagging behind
schedule and expects the country to
make the necessary reforms within the
required timetable."[However] thereis
no definite decisionregarding Iran [on

whether ornottoremove the country
from the blacklist],” Financial Tribune
quoted Lewisassaying."The truthisthat
Iranreached an agreement with FATF
and all the timetable was specified inthe
plan." FATF announced earlierthismonth
thatIran had until Februaryto complete
reformsthatwould bringitintoline with
global norms or face consequences. The
Paris-based Financial Action Task Force
said afterameeting ofits membersthatit
was disappointed that Tehran had failed
toactonnine outof10 ofits guidelines
despite pledges to make the upgrade. It
had previously setadeadline of October
tocomplete all 10 reforms. “We expect
Iran to move swiftly to implement the
commitments thatitundertookatahigh

levellongago,” said Marshall Billingslea,
the US assistanttreasury secretary for
terroristfinancing, after chairingan FATF
meeting. “Inline with that, we expectthat
itwillhave adopted all ofthese measures
by February.Ifby February 2019 Iran has
notyetdone so, then we will take further
steps,” hesaid.

Inits official statementhowever, FATF
did notspecify whether they will extend
Iran's deadline after February or this
would be thelasttime such awaiveris
granted. Aftertheruling, [ran’s Foreign
Ministry spokesman Bahram Qasemisaid
he welcomed the FATF decision.Iran’s
Parliamenthasapproved some measures
against funding terrorism earlier this
monthbutmostofthemhavetobe okayed

the constitutional
watchdog the Guardian Council and
FATF said thatitcould only consider fully
enacted legislation.Behrouz Nemati,
aspokesman for the Majlis Presiding
Boardsaidlastweekafteraclosed session
with Foreign Minister Javad Zarif that
duringthe four-month period, aproper
mechanism should be devised so that
FATF-related measures are approved
until February.




CBI: Iran's YOY Inflation at
36.9%

The goods and services Consumer Price Index for urban areas
fortheIranian month Mehr, ending Oct. 22, increased by %36.9
compared with the similar month oflastyear.

According to the Central Bank of Iran's latestreport, the overall
CPI (usingthe Iranian yearto March 2017 as the base year) stood
at148.4 in Mehr, indicating a %4.6 increase compared with the
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NewspaPe! 5000 Rials previousmonth.Theaverage CPlinthe 12 months ending Oct. 22 increased by %15.9
\ \n\Sfahag compared withlastyear’s corresponding period, accordingto Financial Tribune.
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8 billion tomans spend daily for city

maintenance

""The stable revenues of the municipality

¥ should not be destructive economically; the
measures should be taken in such away
that a part of the income will be left for the next gen-
eration,"the revenue and income manager of Isfahan
municipality said.
"Currently, it can be said that 50 percent of the
municipality's revenueis stable and the restis
unstable," Nader Akhoondisaid. "Thisyear'sbudget
ofIsfahan municipalityis 3,000 billion tomans, that
apartofitisallocated for special projectslike metro,”
headded.
Saying that the municipality's budgetis mostly
definedinurban developmentsectorsand current
urban operations, he continued, "The first priority
isthe currenturban operations; when they fulfilled,
the developmentbudgetwill beallocated.”
"The current budget is divided into several
categories; one part for maintaining the city so

that we can preserve it, carrying the waste of
Isfahan, irrigating the green space and keeping the
appearance ofthe city,and the other partisallocated
toavoid depreciation of the city, since itisbeing
depreciated like aliving creature; So, a part of the
budgetshould be considered for the sustainability
ofthe city, so thatthe city willnotbe worn-out. Of
course,apartofthe currentbudget willbe used to
pay the municipal employees'salariesaswell," he
said.

Restoration ofhistorical
caravanseral in Zavareh completed

Director General of Isfahan cultural

" heritage announced the completion
of the restoration of the historical
caravanserai and great Husseinieh in Za-

vareh city dating back to Safavid era.
"Therestoration measures ofthe historical
texture of the great Husseinieh in Zavareh

Cityinclude the renovation ofroofs, wind
mitigation for roof damage, plastering,
and also the brick carpet of the roofs,”
Fereydoon Allahyarisaid.

"Brick skylights were alsoreplaced with the
iron skylights, and the restoration of them
was completed as well," he noted. Pointing
to therestoration of the caravanseraiin
Zavareh, he added, "Roofing and reviving
the roofs and building the walls that
were completely destroyed are the other
restoration measures ofthe caravanserai.”
"The allocated credit to restoring
these two historical buildings is about
2,500,000,000 Rials," Allahyari mentioned.
The historical texture of Zavareh includes
towers, bulwark, castles, Jameh mosque,
Husseinieh, minaret, and historical houses
in Zavareh which are nationally registered
astouristdestinations.

Iran Archeological Seminar heldin Japan

The 18th annual Archeological Seminar for
the Iranian Archeology was held with the
attendance of 80 Japaneseresearchersin Tokyo
on Saturday evening.

The seminar was organized by [ran embassy in
Japan.Members of Iran-Japan cultural center,
Ancient Orient Museum, Tokaiand Jogakuen
universitiesalso attended the event.

Iran amabassadortoJapan Morteza Rahmani
Movahed said archeological and cultural
cooperation will pave the way for developing
relationsbetween the two countries.

'By theremaining works from the archeological
explorationsin Silk Road, we canrecognize
the culturalinteractions between Iranian and
Japaneseartistsand craftsmen, he said.

The ancientworksin Yushukan Museum, Nara
Cityindicate good relations between Iranian
and Japanese people, headded.

Rahmani Movahed referred to the 90th
anniversary of diplomaticrelations between
Iran and Japan slated tobe commemorated
nextyear.

Some Japanese archeology professors
presented articles in the seminar. Professor
Seiro Harurapresented an article on history of
Izeh, Khuzestan Province.

Professor Takuro Adachielaborated ontheIron
Agein]Jalalieh hills, Gilan. Professor Tomohiko
Okano, for his part, presented an article on
reviewing China ceramicstradeinthe Persian
Gulf.

Persianleopard spotted in Alborz province

A Persian leopard has been spotted in the
mountainous habitats of Taleghan county in
Alborzprovince, northwest of Tehran.

Accordingto Fardin Hakimi, chiefofthe Alborz
province departmentofenvironment (DoE),
theimage ofthe rare species was captured by
cameratrapsintheno-huntingareaon Sunday.
The official said this is the third time thata
Persianleopard hasbeen detected in the area
in the pastsix months, raising hopes for the
environmentalists and those caring for the

endangered animal.

Persian leopards are among the most
endangered speciesinthe world. Ithas been
listed as "endangered” in the red list of the
International Union for Conservation of Nature.
Iranisone oftheir main habitats.

Reduced prey population and shrinkage of
their natural habitatare threatening the big
cats. Bamou National Parkin the southern
Farsprovinceis one ofthe main habitats ofthe
Persianleopard.

Over 2 million Iranians entered Iraq for Arbaeen

Iran's Deputy Interior Minister for Security
Affairs Hossein Zolfagharisays some 2 million
pilgrims from Iran have so far entered Iraq to
participateinthereligious gatheringof Arbaeen
in Karbala.Zolfaghari, who is also the head of
Iran's central Arbaeen headquarters, added
thatthisyearthe numberofpersonal carsand
passengervehiclestravellingto the neighboring
country has observed a ten-fold increase in
comparisonwithlastyear.Concurrentwith the
Arbaeen march thatmillions of people setfoot
ontheroadtoreachtheholycity of Karbala, over
911,000 vehiclesand 2,050 buses havereceived
permitstoenterthelraqisoilinabidto facilitate

the pilgrims’ transportation during the busy
days,headded.The deputy minister noted that
the governmenthasincreased the number of
visaissuance offices this year, to reduce the
time people have tospendin queues. According
to officials, currently visaissuance for Arbaeen
pilgrims takeslessthanadayanditispredicted
thatsome 200,000 more visas will beissued
over the nextfewdays.

Pointingto the foreign pilgrims heading toward
the holy city of Karbala from Iran, Zolfaghari
said that50,000 Afghan nationalsresidingin
Iran havealsoregistered theirnamestorecieve
viasa forattending Arbaeen trek.
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